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Extended Abstract

Evaluating the translation of texts based on linguistic themes is a precise and scientific method for verifying
the quality of translated works. Therefore, many translation theorists in translation studies have presented
approaches to critiquing and analyzing translation style. However, if we take a general look at the history of
translation theories, from antiquity and the views of figures like Horace and Saint Jerome to Renaissance
thinkers such as Martin Luther, and especially many contemporary theorists from Holmes to Nida,
Newmark, and Catford, etc., we can identify two general types or categories of translation. The first type is
source-oriented that relies on fidelity to the grammatical and semantic structures of the original text, the
extreme form of which is literal translation. Another type of translation is goal-oriented, proposed by
theorists with roughly the same concept but under different names such as free translation, dynamic
translation, and communicative translation, among others. The basis of all these approaches is adopting a
translation methodology that aligns with the target culture and language, leading to a more authentic
translation. Literary translators have chosen this methodology for translating novels and fiction, which
naturally results in specific outcomes. Some, while preserving the source language, convey the
characteristics of the original text and introduce a sense of alienation, while others strive to localize texts by
emphasizing the target audience.

This research attempts to study theoretical concepts based on the methodology of Jean-René Ladmiral, a
renowned French theorist in the field of translation theory, who focused on the target language and whose
approach was goal-oriented. By emphasizing the importance of cultural understanding achieved through
translation, he offered a solution that would bring translation closer to the target language and ensure that
cultural concepts are conveyed from source to destination. This study examines, among literary works
translated from Arabic into Persian, an excerpt from the novel Thorns and Carnations by the Palestinian
writer Yahya Sinwar, translated by the Iranian translator Asma Khajehzadeh. This research employs a
descriptive-analytical approach, based on Jean-René Ladmiral’s theory, to reread Asma Khajehzadeh's
translation of Thorns and Carnations in order to identify and evaluate her translation methodology.
Therefore, this research aims to answer the following three research questions:

1) According to the solutions proposed by Jean-René Ladmiral, how did the translator approach the
translation of this novel?

2) In what categories does Asma Khajezadeh's translation align with Jean-René Ladmiral's perspective,
and how effective is this alignment based on the target audience?

3) Did the translator succeed in producing a readable and comprehensible text within the target culture,
or did she reinforce the sense of alienation in the translation?

This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach, drawing upon Jean-René Ladmiral's applied theory.
The research structure can be divided into two parts: a theoretical section and an applied section. The
theoretical section examines Ladmiral's approach to translation modeling and provides a summary of the
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novel Thorns and Carnations by the Palestinian writer Yahya Sinwar. The applied section involves a re-
reading of Asma Khajezadeh's translation of Thorns and Carnations by Yahya Sinwar, based on Jean-René
Ladmiral's methodology. Finally, the study presents the strengths and weaknesses of Khajezadeh's translation
according to Ladmiral's theory.

Ladmiral identified two fundamental approaches to translation: source translation, which emphasizes the
linguistic signifier and prioritizes the source language; and target translation, which focuses not on the
signifier or signified, but on meaning. It is not the linguistic meaning, but the meaning of the speech or
discourse that is translated using tools specific to the target language. In studying translation as a form of
cultural mediation and the transfer of culture from one language to another, Ladmiral believed that "the
meaning and message of the text belong to the author, but it is the translator who makes room for the text
with their own interpretation, creating the appropriate space within the target culture and fostering
intercultural interaction™. The translator, in their dynamic and effective role, acts as a professional reader,
producing a readable and comprehensible text within the target culture. This is achieved through various
techniques such as displacement, clarification, information addition, repetition, and minimal translation.

Ladmiral outlines the most important considerations for translators. He argues that translating a literary
text should facilitate the reading and reproduction of the original, and achieving this requires attention to
certain components. One of these components is "displacement” or "transposition" of sentence elements,
since every language has a different structure. The translator must arrange the structure of sentences and
phrases according to the structure of the target language. The second component is "the translator's right to
choose", which holds that the translator has the right to choose words according to the context of the target
text, regardless of the source text. The third component is "clarification and deambiguation”, where Ladmiral
believes in clarifying and demystifying ambiguous words and phrases in the source text, especially on topics
such as pronouns in translation from Arabic to Persian.

The fourth element is repetition, and the translator should not be afraid of repetition when necessary. The
fifth important element in Ladmiral's theory is heterogeneity. Ladmiral believes that the translator must
rewrite and use the word differently from the source text. The sixth element is known as omission. From his
perspective, those words and phrases that have no meaning in the target language and cannot be conveyed do
not need translation; their translation should be omitted. The seventh component is addition, where the
translator deals with word chains and the addition of semantic markers. The eighth component is "minimum
translation”, which, according to Ladmiral, must be accompanied by a minimum level of understanding and
reading; without it, translation is meaningless. The essence of translation is the ninth element: the translator
must be aware of the specific coordinates of the source language and the author's style, and translate those
elements pertaining to the source language into the target language as required by the text, or remove them
altogether.

Ladmiral's theory, like other translation theories, is not exhaustive. Given its generality, it leaves room for
the translator to exercise their own judgment in the process. The re-creation and reproduction of new
meanings in translation forms the core of Ladmiral’s theory. In this way, the translator transcends the literal
and structural frameworks of the source text, focusing on conveying the concept, and is sometimes accused
of lacking confidence and forgetting the original text.

The translator sought localization by focusing on the target audience, and while adhering to the source
language's vocabulary, she also concentrated on conveying the text's meaning and message. The research
revealed that the translator fully aligned with Ladmiral's components in the areas of "deambiguity” and
"addition", producing a text that was readable and comprehensible within the target culture. However, in the
areas of "omission", "displacement”, and "the translator's right to choose,” the components of Ladmiral's
model were sometimes not fully apparent, resulting in a detrimental impact on the transmission of meaning
and rhetoric.

Finally, according to statistics obtained from 34 samples of Yahya Sinwar's text, 7 of the translations
deviated from the Ladmiral’s applied component approach. Khawajazadeh's translation, therefore, largely
aligns with Ladmiral’s theory, adapting to the target language's cultural context while prioritizing the
reproduction and creation of meaning—except that occasionally, due to arbitrary word deletions and
inappropriate synonym choices, it failed to accurately convey the message's content to the audience, thus
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requiring revision and re-editing.

Paying attention to theories like Ladmiral’s theory offers translators solutions that can be useful in the
field of translation. However, among the drawbacks of a purely target-oriented approach is that focusing too
much on the target language will fail to convey the linguistic and cultural nuances of the source text to the
intended audience.

Keywords: Translation Criticism, Jean-René Ladmiral, Thorns and Carnations, Asma Khawajazadeh,
Yahya Sinwar.
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