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Abstract

This study explored the relationship between gender and place within the linguistic landscape of Tehran. Linguistic
signs were photographed in 3 neighborhoods—Tajrish, Haft-e Tir, and Khazaneh—and subsequently described and
classified based on the use of gendered terms. Approximately 10% of the linguistic elements examined reflect the
variable of gender. The prevalence of gendered signs varied across the neighborhoods with Haft-e Tir and Khazaneh
exhibiting the highest and lowest frequencies, respectively. Qualitatively, a clear distinction emerged in the
representation of masculine and feminine gender. In southern Tehran, gendered linguistic signs predominantly
suggested a masculine influence, whereas northern and central neighborhoods featured a more pronounced presence of
feminine signs. These disparities highlighted the significant role of place in representing gender within public spaces,
suggesting a profound interplay between the variables of gender and location. Data analysis, which focused on 4
indicators—onomastics, linguistic diversity, agency, and territorialization—alongside a reflection on linguistic signs
through the lens of women’s empowerment theory, indicated that women in the northern and central neighborhoods of
Tehran (Tajrish and Haft-e Tir) had achieved substantial social and economic empowerment. Conversely, in the
southern region, women's activities were more constrained and primarily confined to ritual and traditional roles. The
findings not only provided a comprehensive depiction of the linguistic landscape, but also elucidated the processes of
women's empowerment and social development across different areas of Tehran.
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Introduction

Gender and place are two non-linguistic variables that significantly influence language forms and the speakers’ linguistic
behaviors in diverse ways. Gender, fundamentally a social variable, is typically represented in a binary format of female
and male. Similarly, place is a non-linguistic variable that intersects with other factors, such as economic development
and social class. This study explored the relationship and intersectionality between gender and place within the public
spaces of Tehran. The research was grounded in Rowlands' theory of women's empowerment (Rowlands, 1997).
According to this theory, empowerment involves supporting individuals, who are marginalized from decision-making
processes, enabling them to actively engage in political affairs, achieve economic self-sufficiency, and attain financial
independence. Rowlands emphasizes that, in the empowerment process, access to intangible aspects of decision-making
is crucial. These processes help individuals recognize their interests, understand how their interests align with those of
others, and ultimately influence decision-making from a position of power. The outcome of this exercise of power includes
enhanced self-confidence and improved conditions in everyday life and social interactions. Given the researcher’s interest
in the interplay between gender, place, and the process of women's empowerment in public spaces, two key questions
were posed: 1) Are gender-oriented linguistic signs related to women’s empowerment present in the linguistic landscape
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of Tehran neighborhoods? 2) If so, what is the relationship between women’s empowerment in the linguistic landscape
and the variable of place, particularly across the northern, central, and southern neighborhoods of Tehran?

Materials & Methods

The linguistic signs were photographed and collected from 3 neighborhoods in Tehran: Khazaneh in the south, Haft-e Tir
in the city center, and Tajrish in the north on August 29" and September 3™ and 5%, 2024, respectively. A total of 5,174
linguistic signs were documented. Of these, more than 500 signs (9.7%) were identified as related to the variable of
gender. To address the second research question, 4 criteria and indicators were employed: onomastics, linguistic diversity,
agency, and territorialization. These criteria were then analyzed within the framework of empowerment theory.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion

A substantial portion of the identified linguistic signs, including street and alley names, exhibited a gender-based nature.
In these gendered signs, a connection emerged between linguistic diversity and place. Notably, in the neighborhoods of
Tajrish and Haft-e Tir, English words—whether in Latin or Persian scripts—were often found alongside Persian elements,
while signs in the neighborhood of Khazaneh were exclusively in Persian. In this study, "agency" referred to the power
and capacity that society and culture provided for activism. The findings revealed that female agency was prominently
represented in the northern and central regions of Tehran; conversely, there was a lack of visible female agency in the
gendered linguistic signs of southern Tehran. Regarding territorialization, observations indicated that some business
owners and managers in Tehran utilized language to delineate spaces and create a sense of otherness through phrases like
"ladies only™ or "no men allowed". The findings suggested that masculine identity predominated in the public spaces of
Tehran although there was a notable inclination to employ feminine toponyms in Tajrish and, to a lesser extent, in Haft-
e Tir. This study also examined 4 indicators—toponyms, linguistic diversity, agency, and territorialization. A clear link
was found between feminine identity and linguistic diversity; in feminine spaces, there was a greater abundance of diverse
linguistic signs, particularly bilingual ones. The neighborhoods under study did not portray a uniform representation of
gender-based linguistic diversity. While the northern (Tajrish) and central (Haft-e Tir) neighborhoods featured a
significant array of Persian, English, and even Turkish linguistic signs, the neighborhood of Khazaneh in southern Tehran
was predominantly Persian. Furthermore, gendered signs displayed marked differences concerning agency indicators. In
the southern neighborhood of Khazaneh, there was evidence of male agency across various educational and sports
domains, while the northern and central neighborhoods emphasized female agency. The only indicator showing some
similarities between the neighborhoods was territorialization; however, significant differences remained in the fields of
activity. Overall, it appeared that place was a critical variable in the representation of female identity from a linguistic
perspective, suggesting a clear intersectionality between gender and place. The findings of this study could also be
contextualized within Rowlands’ theory of women’s empowerment.
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Figure 1- Location of Tajrish, Hafte Tir and Khazane neighborhoods in Tehran
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