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Abstract

The systematic study of textual cohesion originated from the scholarly endeavors of linguists
during the 1950s and 1960s, reaching its theoretical maturation with Halliday and Hasan's seminal
work, Cohesion in English (1976), which established the foundational framework for subsequent
research in this field. Textual cohesion extends the analytical perspective beyond the confines of
sentence-level analysis to encompass broader discourse structures, thereby providing measurable
criteria for distinguishing coherent texts from non-coherent ones. The primary cohesive devices
identified within this framework include reference, ellipsis, conjunction, lexical cohesion, and
substitution.

The Sermon of al-Moneqah represents an extraordinary rhetorical composition that deliberately
avoids the use of the letter alif ('). The historical context surrounding its delivery relates to a
scholarly debate among the Prophet's companions regarding the most frequently used letter in the
Arabic language, with many participants suggesting alif as the most common. In response to this
discussion, Imam Ali (AS) spontaneously delivered this remarkable sermon, demonstrating both his
profound linguistic mastery and rhetorical ingenuity.

The sermon's structure follows a carefully organized progression: it commences with divine
praise and enumeration of God's attributes, followed by testimony to the Prophet Muhammad's
(PBUH) mission and qualities. The discourse then transitions to ethical exhortations, discussing
fundamental themes of human mortality and posthumous destiny. The concluding sections feature
supplications for divine forgiveness, profound reflections on Quranic characteristics, and final
blessings upon the Prophet, accompanied by expressions of devotion to the Divine.

This particular sermon was selected for study due to its unique capacity to demonstrate how
deliberate lexical constraints (specifically the avoidance of alif) neither compromise conceptual
coherence nor result in artificial discourse. The investigation reveals that despite this self-imposed
linguistic restriction, the text maintains exceptional semantic integrity and rhetorical authenticity
throughout its composition.

The present study adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology to examine selected excerpts from
the sermon, with particular focus on investigating the cohesive function of pronominal reference in
establishing and maintaining textual coherence. The research specifically addresses the mechanisms
through which pronouns contribute to discourse cohesion within this linguistically constrained text,
exploring both their structural and semantic functions.

Linguistic scholarship universally regards reference as one of the most significant devices
contributing to textual cohesion. Reference is conventionally categorized into two primary types: 1)
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textual reference, which is further subdivided into anaphoric and cataphoric reference, and 2)
contextual reference, which relates to extratextual elements.

The function of reference consistently involves directing the reader's or listener's attention to co-
textual elements, thereby prompting intertextual reflection that facilitates comprehensive
understanding of the speaker's intended meaning. In Arabic linguistics, referential devices
encompass a range of grammatical elements, including pronouns, demonstratives, relative nouns,
and various other deictic markers. Reference operates as a sophisticated linguistic mechanism that
effectively avoids unnecessary repetitions, which would otherwise result in semantic shallowness
and structural weakness within the textual composition.

Among these referential devices, pronouns constitute one of the most significant means for
achieving textual cohesion. They serve the dual function of connecting language to external
situational contexts while simultaneously performing multiple syntactic and semantic roles, with
their connective function being particularly noteworthy. No coherent text can be properly conceived
without the employment of pronouns, a fact that has consistently compelled linguistics researchers
to investigate their active role in establishing and maintaining textual cohesion.

In the specific case of the Monegah sermon, the predetermined constraint of avoiding the letter
alif has resulted in the particularly selective use of pronouns. Nevertheless, statistical analysis
reveals that pronouns constitute approximately 25% of the sermon's total lexical content,
representing a remarkably significant proportion that underscores their importance in the text's
cohesive structure.

As the sermon represents Imam Ali's (AS) direct discourse, one of the primary contextual
references is naturally the Imam himself, realized linguistically through first-person singular
pronouns. The first-person plural pronoun further exemplifies contextual reference within the
sermon's framework. Through this strategic pronominal usage, Imam Ali (AS) positions himself in
solidarity with the congregation, thereby maintaining the collective spiritual pursuit of divine
guidance. This deliberate shift in pronominal reference serves not only to create discursive variation
but also to significantly heighten audience engagement. Listeners accustomed to specific pronoun
patterns in the sermon's initial sections encounter an abrupt transition to direct address pronouns,
which effectively revitalizes attention through the introduction of a novel syntactic layer.

The initial segment of the sermon, dedicated to divine praise, predominantly employs pronouns
referencing God as their antecedent, despite the notable absence of explicit divine nomenclature in
the opening passages. The semantic context and discursive flow nevertheless establish this
referential framework unequivocally, as the audience encounters a series of descriptors and
attributes that can exclusively refer to the Divine.

The second major segment, which addresses the Prophet's mission and sacrifices, features a
cohesive chain of interconnected pronouns referring to the noble Prophet (PBUH). When
intervening pronouns occur in this section, they exclusively reference the Divine, creating a clear
binary referential structure. Quantitative analysis demonstrates that third-person pronouns most
frequently refer to humanity, particularly in the sermon’'s most extensive section, where the Imam
metaphorically portrays the audience as archetypal wayfarers embarking on the eschatological
journey.

In the opening portion of this passage, the Imam directly addresses the people using second-
person pronouns but strategically shifts to third-person pronouns—a rhetorical technique that
markedly enhances inter-phrasal cohesion and textual continuity. This pronominal alternation stems
from the universal applicability of the discussed traits across temporal and spatial contexts.
Maintaining a consistent second-person address would have compromised this universality while
simultaneously diminishing the sermon's profound didactic impact. A comprehensive analysis of
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primary and secondary references indicates that this sermon exhibits two principal referential
domains: an initial focus on the Divine, followed by a sustained emphasis on humankind, with the
latter demonstrating significantly higher frequency in terms of referential occurrences.

Beyond their basic cohesive function, referential devices in this sermon also serve to establish
rhythmic parallelism at clause boundaries, often deployed systematically to generate distinctive
textual cadence. The structural framework of each sermon segment is fundamentally pronoun-
based, with a complex network of coreferential pronouns facilitating semantic expression. These
intricately interwoven repetitions avoid monotony while simultaneously producing aesthetic
resonance and rhythmic precision throughout the discourse.

The analysis yields several significant conclusions regarding referential usage in the Monegah
sermon:

1. Reference serves as a primary device for achieving conciseness in discourse, enabling
readers or listeners to retain information mentally without requiring constant explicit repetition of
referents.

2. The allocation of approximately one-quarter of lexical items to pronouns has effectively
reduced word repetition in this sermon while simultaneously minimizing redundant references,
thereby enhancing textual economy.

3. Among various types of pronominal reference, anaphoric reference to prior antecedents
clearly predominates throughout the sermon's structure.

4. Third-person pronouns demonstrably play a more substantial role than other pronoun types
in establishing textual cohesion, successfully integrating diverse sentences into a coherent whole
from beginning to end. Despite the sermon's thematic diversity, the strategic use of first- and
second-person pronouns further enhances its textual unity.

5. The referential analysis reveals two key entities as the foundational axes of the text (God
and humankind), with the predominant referencing of these entities establishing the sermon's
fundamental thematic framework.

6. An additional significant function of pronominal reference in this sermon involves the
creation of rhythmic patterns, producing an aesthetic musicality through concise phrasing and
strategic repetition.

Keywords: Imam Ali (AS), Textual Coherence, Monegah Sermon, Pronominal Reference.
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