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Abstract

The historical port of Siraf located along the Persian Gulf coast is recognized as a significant Sasanian-era site
based on archaeological evidence. Historical sources indicate that this port flourished throughout the Islamic
period and continued to prosper until the late Buyid era. Geographically, Siraf occupies a narrow strip of land
extending from the mountains to the seashore, which enhances its strategic significance. Numerous studies have
concentrated on Siraf, particularly regarding its maritime trade with various regions. As the largest
archaeological excavation site on the northern shores of the Persian Gulf, it has been the subject of extensive
scholarly articles. However, research addressing the reasons for its specific location remains limited. Given the
constrained space between the mountains and the sea at Siraf, alongside the availability of more expansive
coastal areas nearby, a critical question arises: why was this port established in such a restricted environment?
Moreover, what roles did natural and human geographical factors play in determining the port location? This
study employed a descriptive-analytical method, incorporating library research, field observations, and
interviews. The findings indicated that the natural characteristics of Siraf, such as its port position, surrounding
highlands, water resources, and nearby stone and gypsum mines, along with human geographical elements like
its hinterland cities and trade routes, were instrumental in the selection of this port site.
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Introduction
Since ancient times, the interplay between humans and geography has profoundly influenced both. Geographical
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features and phenomena have shaped human livelihoods, architectural styles, and cultural practices. In turn,
humans have employed their intelligence and creativity to navigate geographical constraints and leverage their
environment to their advantage. This dynamic interaction known as possibilism in geography illustrates how
human actions can transform and adapt to their surroundings.

Historical geography is an interdisciplinary field that examines the relationship between humans and their
environment, focusing on their mutual influence throughout historical events. This includes significant
occurrences like the establishment of settlements and cities in the past. Situated on the Persian Gulf coast, Siraf
is one of Iran's historical ports and a key site for archaeological excavations and research. While numerous
studies have been published about Siraf, there remains a notable lack of research addressing the reasons for its
specific location and the impacts of natural and human geographical phenomena in this context.

Given the importance of Siraf in Iranian history, its designation as a pivotal hub for natural and historical
tourism along the Persian Gulf, and its proximity to the South Pars Gas facilities, it serves as a crucial foundation
for historical and archaeological inquiry. Furthermore, the need to preserve its historical artifacts underscores the
significance of investigating its historical geography.

Materials & Methods

This interdisciplinary study explored historical geography by employing a descriptive-analytical method to
investigate the influence of both natural and human geographical factors on the location of Siraf Port. For data
collection, we began by consulting primary library sources and recent research. Acknowledging the importance
of field visits and observations, we conducted a comprehensive exploration of the natural and historical sites in
and around Siraf. Additionally, we interviewed individuals knowledgeable about the local history to gain deeper
insights into the region's past.

Research Findings

Our findings indicated that both natural and human factors were instrumental in the selection of the site for Siraf
Port. While being influenced by their natural environment, the people of the Sasanian era creatively leveraged
these conditions to establish an ideal location for the new port. This setting not only facilitated daily life, but also
boosted the nation's economy through maritime trade. Natural attributes significantly contributed to the
establishment of Siraf as a bustling port. The town was flanked by the Zagros Mountains, which provided a
natural barrier and strategic advantage against potential invasions. This elevated terrain allowed for the
construction of fortifications, which were crucial for securing the port. Additionally, the mountains supplied
essential resources, including stone and gypsum, necessary for construction and trade. Water resources also
played a pivotal role in the port development. The nearby mountains harbored springs and streams that ensured a
reliable water supply. The residents of Siraf dug wells and constructed hand-carved cisterns to store water,
providing vital hydration for both the local population and maritime activities. The availability of fresh water in
such arid regions was a significant factor in attracting settlers and traders alike. Geographical elements were
equally influential in determining Siraf location. The port served as a crucial link between the interior of Iran and
the wider world. Its proximity to cities, such as Gur, Jam, and Koran, facilitated the easy transport of goods and
resources. These hinterland regions supplied essential foodstuffs and materials, making Siraf a vital hub for
commerce. The connectivity provided by the port enhanced trade routes, establishing Siraf as a center of
economic activity.

Moreover, the port location strategically positioned it along major maritime trade routes. Siraf became a
primary point of departure and destination for merchants traveling between the Persian Gulf and other regions,
including the Indian subcontinent and the Arabian Peninsula. These geographical advantages enabled Siraf to
thrive as a trading post, significantly contributing to the region's economic landscape.
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Discussion of Results & Conclusion

The builders of Siraf adeptly utilized both natural and human geographical phenomena to establish the port in a
way that effectively addressed their commercial and economic needs. The emphasis on maritime trade combined
with the necessity for a port along the Persian Gulf coast led them to seek a strategically advantageous location.
Considering the geographical position of Gur City, they identified a coastal site well-suited for port
development. Beyond serving as a maritime port, Siraf evolved into a significant marketplace.

Constructing this new port required not only logistical planning, but also effective supervisory, observational,
and defensive capabilities. The nearby highlands provided an ideal setting for fortifications, enhancing the port
security. Establishment of any settlements depended critically on access to water. The proximity of vital water
sources in the mountains near Siraf, along with digging of numerous wells and construction of hand-carved
cisterns, ensured a reliable water supply for inhabitants of the port.

The selected location for Siraf was further influenced by its closeness to Gur and other hinterland regions,
such as Jam and Koran, which supplied essential foodstuffs. Siraf functioned as a key hub, serving as both a
point of departure and a destination for several roads within Fars Province, effectively connecting it to the
interior of Iran. Moreover, the sea route provided a crucial link between the port and other parts of the world.

In conclusion, the historical port of Siraf exemplifies the intricate relationship between geography and human
activity. Its strategic location, natural resources, and trade routes have combined to create a thriving center of
commerce and cultural exchange. Future research should continue to explore these dynamics, examining how
other historical ports were influenced by similar geographical factors. Understanding the elements that
contributed to Siraf establishment can provide valuable insights into broader patterns of maritime trade and
settlement in the Persian Gulf region.

By protecting and preserving the historical artifacts and archaeological sites of Siraf, we can ensure that this
important piece of history remains a source of knowledge and inspiration for future generations. The study of
Siraf not only enhances our understanding of Iranian history, but also underscores the significance of geography
in shaping human civilization. As we continue to explore the past, we must remain mindful of the lessons it
offers for our present and future.
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