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Abstract

The doctrine of tajaddud al-amthal (the perpetual renewal of exemplars) is one of the fundamental concepts in
Islamic philosophy, theology, and mysticism. According to this principle, the world is in constant transformation
and renewal due to the divine attributes of life-giving and life-taking and the continuous theophanies of God.
From this perspective, all beings—both in their substance and accidents—are perpetually being renewed, and
nothing remains old. By analyzing Rumi’s Divan-e Shams and Masnavi through library-based research, we
explore this doctrine and find that, from Rumi's viewpoint, the threefold levels of thought, state, and imagination
within the human being are constantly renewed. These demonstrate that sorrow is not permanent. Drawing upon
the Qur'an, Hadith, and the ideas of earlier mystics, Rumi poetically and allegorically articulates that these three
levels continuously generate newness in the human being, leading to spiritual growth and transcendence.
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Introduction

The concept of tajaddud al-amthal is a well-known principle in Islamic philosophy, theology, and mysticism,
with its origin traced back to the Qur'an. It suggests that all of existence and human life is in a state of constant
transformation. Divine grace continuously flows into beings, renewing them at every moment. While Islamic
theologians generally held that renewal occurs only in accidents, mystics claimed that it extends to both
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substance and accidents. From a mystical, experiential standpoint, “what is” is a manifestation of the Divine
Essence. God, through His ceaseless theophanies, continually causes all things to perish and be reborn, placing
the entire cosmos in a state of perpetual renewal. To this end, this study sought to investigate the doctrine of the
renewal of exemplars in the cosmos and its threefold manifestations in the human being.

Literature Review
Various scholars and researchers have explored aspects of this doctrine in Rumi's thought, including:

e Mohammad-Tagqi Jafari in The Causes and Factors of Rumi's Speech Appeal

e Fatemeh Heydari in Greek Notions in the Masnavi

e Azizollah Salari in the article Substantial Motion and Continuous Creation

e Mohammad Benyani and Ahmad Abedi in A Comparative Study of the Renewal of Exemplars and
Substantial Motion

e Nafiseh Sadeqi and Zakaria Baharnejad in The Renewal of Exemplars from the Perspectives of the
Ash’arites and Rumi

e Shahriyar Nematihoshyar in his M.A. thesis The Renewal of Exemplars (Continuous Creation and
Movement in the Masnhavi)

Each of these works investigates the dimensions and development of this principle in Rumi’s thought.

Methodology
The present study uses library-based research to examine Rumi’s Divan-e Shams and Masnavi, focusing on the
doctrine of the renewal of exemplars in the cosmos and its threefold manifestations in the human being.

Findings
The results of the present study showed that earlier mystics had a significant influence on Rumi's understanding
of the renewal of exemplars:

e Mostamli Bukhari believed that all worldly affairs are in continuous transition from one form to another,
resulting in constant newness.

e Al-Ghazali asserted that the world cannot be imagined without the continuous renewal arising from
God's will; God creates and annihilates without temporal precedence, thus maintaining constant transformation.

e Ayn al-Qudat Hamadani considered all phenomena—material and immaterial—to originate from divine
theophanies, continuously renewed from the unseen realm.

e Maybudi emphasized that what undergoes renewal truly becomes new, distinct from mere
transformation. Thoughts and states develop toward perfection through continuous newness.

e Sana’t described beings as always in change, constantly replacing the old with the new. New
imaginations are a gift from God, allowing humans to experience freshness and joy.

e ‘Attar believed that new states descend upon humans from the unseen, though the habit-bound often miss
them. He saw life’s sweetness in this very newness.

e Baha’ Walad, Rumi’s father, wrote that his states were so renewed that he likened himself to a tree shedding
leaves and blooming anew—every element of his body, thoughts, and existence underwent divine renewal.

Rumi, as a poet, mystic, philosopher, theologian, and devotee of the Qur'an and Hadith, articulated this
doctrine with greater depth and clarity than his predecessors. From his perspective, the entire world—human life,
beings, and even intelligible realities—undergo constant change due to divine theophanies. God's grace renews
everything moment by moment, eliminating dullness from the world, as God's essence is newness itself.

In the human being, this renewal unfolds at three levels:

1. New Thoughts: God continuously sends new thoughts into the human mind, like honored guests arriving
and departing. This perpetual arrival and replacement prevent sorrowful thoughts from persisting. Sad thoughts
pave the way for joyful ones, ensuring that no thought remains permanent, resulting in endless renewal.

2. New States: The ongoing flux of emotional and spiritual states in humans stems from God.
Transformation of states is the only constant in human existence. Rumi warns against being attached to any
single state, as they all come and go. He perceived himself as a perpetually fresh garden of flowers, immune to
withering or decay.

3. New Imaginations: Human imagination is constantly receiving new images and forms from the unseen
realm. Rumi emphasized the uninterrupted nature of this process using phrases like "at every moment" and
"again and again." These imaginings must be cherished, as they are transient, soon replaced by newer ones.

According to Rumi, the entire cosmos is in unending renewal due to the continuous theophanies of God. He
expanded upon this mystical principle by drawing from the Qur'an, Hadith, theological doctrines, and the insights of
earlier mystics. Through allegory, storytelling, and poetic language, he conveyed that the renewal of exemplars
manifests both in the world and within the human soul. The constant renewal of thoughts, states, and imaginations is
essential for human growth and transcendence, keeping the human being from stagnation and melancholy.
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