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Introduction

With the emergence of Web 2.0 and social networks like Instagram and X, fame has entered a new phase. Digital platforms
have facilitated the reproduction of the fame industry and the emergence of new types of celebrities. Through direct or
interactive engagement with users on social media, celebrities have become intellectual and informational references for
their audiences, altering media standards. These activities, which are inherently performative and interactive, have
contributed to the expansion of celebrities' commercial and advertising endeavors, transforming the structure of global
media communications. One of the emerging types of philanthropy in the world is the philanthropic micro-celebrity.
While most artistic or sports celebrities seek attention or fame through philanthropic activities, nowadays, some Instagram
users dedicate themselves to philanthropy and achieve fame through it. This research aims to analyze the activities of
philanthropic Instagram micro-celebrities who have gained fame by showcasing their philanthropic efforts. One Iranian
philanthropic Instagram page (Hamid Babri) was studied using Guy Debord's concept of the "society of the spectacle”.
Debord presents a reciprocal relationship in the society of the spectacle, meaning that everything that is manifested is
considered good, and everything good will manifest. The spectacle is one of the defining characteristics of modern society,
where all objectives lose their intrinsic value, and development dominates them. Therefore, the goal of the spectacle is
nothing other than itself.

Research Methodology

The qualitative method includes various techniques, one of which is thematic analysis. Thematic analysis is a method
used to assess the saturation state in the data collection process. Repetition is the primary technique for identifying themes
in this process. A theme is used to describe a structured, meaningful unit of data, which is essential for presenting
qualitative findings. Given the research objectives, the target population consists of Iranian philanthropic micro-
celebrities on Instagram. Therefore, by engaging with Instagram and following pages related to charitable activities,
efforts were made to identify the relevant research samples. Accordingly, a purposive, non-random sampling method was
employed. The case study selected for this research is the Instagram page of Hamid Babri, who has approximately 18,000
followers and has defined charitable and philanthropic activities as the core theme of his Instagram presence. Babri has
categorized himself as a blogger on Instagram, which signifies his engagement in celebrity-like activities. All research-
related data were extracted from Hamid Babri’s Instagram page over 20 days, after which the thematic analysis process

*Corresponding Author
Momeni, A., & Bahar, M. (2025). Celebrity-like philanthropic actions on instagram: A case study of micro-celebrity
hamid babri. Journal of Endowment & Charity Studies, 3(1), 89-110. https://doi.org/10.22108/ecs.2025.143483.1123

3115-74750© The Author(s). Published by University of Isfahan

This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC 4.0 License (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0).

d https://doi.org/10.22108/ecs.2025.143483.1123


https://doi.org/10.22108/ecs.2025.143483.1123
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/3115-7475
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
https://doi.org/10.22108/ecs.2025.143483.1123
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/3115-7475
https://ecs.ui.ac.ir/?lang=en
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9674-6813

90 Journal of Endowment & Charity Studies, Vol.3, Issue.1, No.5, 2025

of the data—including posts, long-form videos, and stories—began. Throughout the analysis, his page was continuously
monitored to gather new and relevant data. In other words, to achieve theoretical saturation, the data collection process
continued until no new concepts or evidence emerged. The thematic codes were identified and counted based on actions,
behaviors, speech, writing in posts, and visual elements. According to the repeatability of these codes and in pursuit of
theoretical saturation, the process of constructing sub-themes and, ultimately, the main themes was carried out.

Findings

The findings are categorized into two main themes: 'the expression of poverty' and 'the re-presentation of Instagrammable
philanthropy'. The theme of the expression of poverty is formed by "presence in disadvantaged areas", "representation of
disadvantaged/working children", and "representation of difficult living conditions". The fundamental requirement of any
Instagram activity is its manifestation and visual representation. Accordingly, philanthropists must showcase many
aspects of their activities to engage effectively on Instagram. Instagrammable philanthropy is re-presented through
"material philanthropy" and "communication philanthropy”. Philanthropic activities take various forms, including
material and non-material assistance to individuals or groups. The most common form of philanthropy involves material
aid, such as money, food, clothing, or daily necessities for individuals or families in need. However, new types of
charitable efforts have emerged, including contributions toward building hospitals, schools, and mosques, as well as
transnational aid and providing diverse services for those in need.

Discussion and Conclusion

The results indicate that the subjectivity of philanthropic micro-celebrities is constructed through their transformation into
objects of philanthropic activities or representatives of impoverished individuals. While this emerging phenomenon has
expanded philanthropy and charity, it has also fostered a landscape for performative philanthropic non-governmental
organizations. Ultimately, it alters the social and cultural values of philanthropy, which are rooted in Iran's traditions and
history. Thus, a new form of charitable activity has emerged, one that serves the values of the "society of spectacle” and
visibility while relegating other social, religious, and cultural values—as well as economic, legal, and political
consequences—to secondary importance. Although this phenomenon has facilitated the expansion of charitable activities,
it has also altered their foundations, values, and norms. On the other hand, when micro-celebrities use philanthropy as a
means of attracting attention, the historically embedded social values associated with charity may be weakened. In such
a scenario, society no longer engages in independent charitable acts but instead follows this celebrity-driven model of
philanthropy. As a result, the operations of social institutions and genuine charities—those that provide aid spontaneously
and without personal or media-driven motives—are overshadowed.
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Table 1. Characteristics of the Research Sample
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Table 2. Main Themes and Sub-themes of the Research
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Image 1. Presence of the Research Sample in an Underprivileged Area
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Image 2. Giving Dolls to Children in Underprivileged Areas
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Image 3. Representation of the Difficult Living Conditions of an Underprivileged Elderly Woman
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Image 4. Giving Cash to a Female Street Vendor
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