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Abstract

The issue of understanding and the nature of poetry is an ancient issue that has occupied the minds of
researchers. In the philosophical tradition of the West, from Plato and Aristotle on the one hand, and in the
tradition of the East, from Al-Farabi and Ibn Sina to the present day, many negative and positive views have
been raised about the nature and understanding of poetry. Among the Iranian philosophers who have had a
philosophical view of poetry and poets in the contemporary period is Ahmad Fardid. Fardid is influenced by
three sources in his attitude toward poetry: the wisdom of Anas, the mysticism of Ibn Arabi, and the thoughts of
Heidegger. On this basis, he divides history into five periods: the day before yesterday, yesterday, today,
tomorrow, and the day after tomorrow. The days before yesterday and the day after tomorrow are considered
ideal periods for Fardid due to their divine origin and purpose but the other periods do not receive much
credibility and importance in his view. In his opinion, with the passage of time and distance from the history of
the past, language has departed from its divine origin and has been degraded into a tool and means. Therefore,
because classical poets, such as Hafez, Rumi, Jami, and Shabestari, provide humans with the opportunity to
return to the history of the past and revive the history of the future through the use of allusive language, poetry,
and poets are considered his ideals. In addition, the poetry of these poets, in order to extract wisdom, plays a role
as a liberating force for humans from the era of hardship, and even in the era of modernity. They give a message
of hope toward the future against nihilism, but in the new era, with the emergence of metaphysics and the field
of the ego, poetry and poets have lost their ancient role and mission. Accordingly, poets such as Nimayoshij,
Sohrab Sepehri, Forough Farrokhzad, Shamloo, etc., because their poetry is based on the soul of the poet and the
language of the phrase, do not find respect and credibility in Fardid's eyes and heart; hence, Fardid expels
modern poets from his virtuous city.
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Introduction

Literaturists, philosophers, logicians, etc. have been expressing their views and definitions of poetry since the
distant past, both in the West and in the East. Meanwhile, philosophers have always had a negative or positive
view of poetry and poets such as the conflict between philosophy and poetry with Plato's critical approach to
poetry and poets in the Republic (Rosen, 2019, pp. 29-61) to the restoration of the dignity of poetry and poets by
his student Aristotle with a different perception of imitations in the history of Western philosophy, which has
been and continues to be the focus of researchers. Sir Philip Sidney, Shelley, Coleridge, Nietzsche, Hegel, and
Schlegel have spoken in defense of poetry or the harmony of philosophy and poetry.

An important point in the writings that have defended poetry has been, first of all, its educational and moral
dimension and, subsequently, its aesthetic nature (Baloo, 2020, pp. 97-98). In addition, in the philosophical
sources of the Islamic field, Islamic philosophers have examined the nature and essence of poetry with four
approaches: psychological, epistemological, educational-moral, and aesthetic (Zarghani, 2011, p. 31). In the
twentieth century, philosophers such as Heidegger and Badiou, etc. had a positive view toward poetry. “These
philosophers not only do not view poetry as a source of doubt in gaining knowledge, but they consider it a
fundamental epistemic act in confronting existence and view it as a serious and efficient activity in the
intellectual and cultural-social life of man” (Fotouhi, 2022, p. 157). In the contemporary philosophical tradition
in Iran, Iranian philosophers have also spoken about poetry.

Review of Literature

Fardid is considered one of the first Iranian philosophers of the modern era who, under the influence of
Heideggerian views and Islamic mysticism, has reached his own unique approaches to poetry. Although he is
one of the influential intellectual figures in contemporary Iranian history, he did not publish any works during
his long life. After him, works such as A New Look at the Principles of Human Wisdom by Ma‘aref (2001),
Farhi's Visit and the Conquests of the End Times by Madadpour (2022), and The Views and Beliefs of Sayyid
Ahmad Fardid (Fardidi’s Vocabulary) by Dibaj (2007) were written about his thoughts and views.

According to the studies we have conducted, no independent research has been conducted in the form of a
book or article about Fardid’s views on poetry. However, it is worth mentioning that Kordi (2013) in his book
Our Heideggerian Poetry dedicates the section on the Fardid-Heidegger puzzle to the philosophical analysis of
Fardid as a controversial subject. In the opinion of the author of this book, Fardid praises Holderlin’s poetry but
is not seduced by it. He tries to look for its Middle Eastern equivalents, including Hafez.

Methodology

This research has been conducted using a descriptive-analytical method. Before we discuss and explain Fardid's
views on poetry and poets, we must first have a clear understanding of his intellectual foundations and his
understanding and definition of language and history, so that with such assumptions, we can move on to the time
of poetry and poets in Fardid's intellectual system - if such an interpretation of Fardid is correct.

Results

Fardid's definition and perception of the nature of poetry and poets are organized under the influence of his
intellectual sources, namely a combination of Heidegger's perspective, Ibn Arabi's theory of the science of
names, and Anas's wisdom. Based on three principles of thought, Fardid divided history into five periods: the
past, yesterday, today, tomorrow, and the day after tomorrow, and among them, he considers the historical
period before and after tomorrow to be the most golden historical period. In the history after tomorrow, we will
witness the revival of the good names of God and kindness and justice, which originate from the historical period
before and after tomorrow. However, the historical periods of yesterday, today, and tomorrow are times of
hardship and nihilism due to the subjectivity of the ego, Westernization, and tyranny.

Following Heidegger and the teachings of the mystical tradition, Fardid envisions language beyond its system of
signs and communications from an ontological perspective. He believes that in the history of a single nation, language
was inspired by its divine nature to man, but after the history of the single nation, language has departed from its divine
and inspired state by moving away from the divine realm. Fardid, in his search for the lost language, finds his lost one
in the poetry of some classical poets. Poets whose poetry, due to its reliance on the language of reference and the
inclusion of wisdom as a means, provide a way to move beyond the chaotic and ambiguous language of today and
reach the inspired language of the single nation period in the afterlife of history, and both make the realization of truth
possible in their light and help save people in the era of hardship. Therefore, classical poets such as Rumi, Shabestari,
Hafez, and Jami have a special place in Fardid's ideal city. In contrast, the poetry of modern poets such as Nimayoshij,
Sohrab Sepehri, Forough Farrokhzad, Shamloo, etc., because they are based on egotistical ego, egocentric originality,
and language devoid of meaning, do not find a way to individual utopia.
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