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Abstract

Zubdat al- Fawa’id, known as Farhang Shirkhani is a Persian dictionary written by Shirkhan
Barmazid Sur in the subcontinent in the middle of the 10th century. This dictionary is compiled to
help understand poetry and the difficulties of Persian poems. It is based on poetic evidence and
explanations about poems. The compilation of the book is divided into Bab and Fasl, the first letter
of each word is named Bab and the last letter is named Fasl. Zubdat al- Fawa’id has twenty-eight
Babs, and the alphabetical order in the middle letters of the entry word is not considered and this
causes its use to be inconvenient. The main entries of the book include headwords (lexicon, proper
nouns, synthesis, hemistich, and couplet), pronunciation, definition, and poetic evidence. Apart
from linguistic benefits, Farhang Shirkhani is especially important due to its literary information
about the interpretations of literary texts and dictionaries common in its era. So far, this dictionary
has not been published, but several manuscripts of it are known.

Keywords: Farhang Shirkhani, Zubdat al- Fawa’id, ShirKhan Barmazid Sur, Principles of
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Introduction

Zubdat al- Fawa’id, known as Farhang Shirkhani, was written by Shir Khan Barmazid
Sar. This book is a dictionary that was compiled in the middle of the 10th century, at the height of
the popularity of lexicography in the subcontinent. Farhang Shirkhani has not been published so
far. Apart from linguistic benefits, it has valuable literary information. In this study, after reviewing
the history of studies on Farhang Shirkhani, the author provided new information about Shir Khan
Barmezid Siir. Then, we introduced the author's other works and discussed the time and reason for
the authorship of Farhang Shirkhani. Next, the structure of this book, its literary values, sources,
and other benefits have been explained. Finally, the evaluation of Farhang Shirkhani from various
aspects is provided. It should be mentioned that our source in this study is a manuscript
of Farhang Shirkhani which is kept in the library of Astan Quds Razavi (Manuscript No. 3717).
Materials and Methods

After preparing the images of the manuscripts of Farhang Shirkhani (copy number 3717 of

*Corresponding author

2476-32680© The Author(s). Published by University of Isfahan @' BY _NC

This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC 4.0 License (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0).

d 10.22108/rpll.2024.140778.2337


https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2476-3268
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2476-3268
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
https://rpll.ui.ac.ir/article_28528.html
https://rpll.ui.ac.ir/article_28528.html
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0552-4500

Textual Criticism of Persian Literature, Vol. 16, Issue 4, No. 64, Winter 2025

Astan Quds Razavi and copy number 8242 of the central library of the University of Tehran), we
carefully analyzed the manuscripts. Then, using the descriptive-analytical method, we criticized the
lexicography, excerption, defining, and the type of recording the pronunciation of words in it.
Finally, we determined the relationship of this book with other classical dictionaries.

Research Findings

Zubdat al- Fawa’'id, known as Farhang Shirkhani, is a classical Persian dictionary that was
written by Shirkhan Barmazid Str in the middle of the 10th century in the subcontinent. As it
seems from the author's name, he must have come from a privileged class of Afghans, and
probably his father was one of the generals of Skir Shah’s era. Among other works of the author,
we can mention Fawa’id al- sanaye and the Summary of Farhang Shirkhani. Shir Khan wrote this
book due to his great interest in Persian literary texts and at the request of his friends who had
difficulty understanding classical poems. Apparently, Shir Khan wanted to write a comprehensive
book that would include all the dictionaries that had been written before.

Various words are included in this dictionary: Persian, Arabic, Turkish, and rarely some foreign
words that have been used in Persian texts. In the introduction of the book, the author mentioned
some of the sources he has used: several Persian and Arabic dictionaries, divan of poets, and some
commentaries of divans of poets. The main entries of the book include headwords (lexicon, proper
nouns, synthesis, hemistich, and couplet), pronunciation, definition, and poetic evidence.

Discussion of Results and Conclusions

Considering the results of this study, some of the definitions in this dictionary are based on
poetic evidence. Many pieces of evidence are taken from classical dictionaries, and in many cases,
the author directly used the divan of poets. The poetic evidence is mainly from Anvari, Khagani,
Nizami, Saadi, Hafez, Amir Khosrow Dehlavi, Jami, and Mansour Shirazi.

Farhang Shirkhani has special importance for containing new information about classical
dictionaries that have disappeared today. The author sometimes criticizes and evaluates existing
dictionaries and points out some of their merits and demerits. Another advantage of this book is
mentioning evidence of the verses of poets whose divans have been lost today. In addition, it
provides important information about the dictionaries, texts, and literary commentaries that were
read in India during Shirkhani’s era. So far, this dictionary has not been published, but several
manuscripts of it are known in Iran and around the world.
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