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Abstract

Nowadays, enhancing the quality of education stands as a critical imperative, driven by
various factors including budget constraints, inadequacy of appropriate educational
infrastructure, low level of knowledge and skills of graduates, overwhelming content in the
textbooks, classroom monotony, and a lack of student motivation, it has received the attention
of the educators and policy makers of education. This study aimed to investigate the effects of
gamification on problem-solving performance, motivation, and engagement of fourth-grade
female students in mathematics. This is applied research which employed quasi-experimental
method with a pre-test-post-test design with a control group. Research population was all
fourth-grade female students of the ShahinShahr district of Isfahan in 1400-1401 academic
year. The study utilized multistage cluster sampling method, in which 15 students were
randomly assigned into the control group and 15 students in the experimental group. Data
collected using a researcher-made test for measuring students' problem-solving in the
mathematics (fractions in the fourth grade of elementary school), the learning motivation
questionnaire (Hu et al, 2016), and the learner’s engagement questionnaire (Reeve, 2013).
Descriptive and inferential statistics were used to analyze data using SPSS-23 software.
Results of multivariate covariance analysis showed that gamification was effective in
problem-solving performance, different types of learners’ motivation, and academic
engagement of fourth-grade elementary students (p<0.05). According to the results, it can be
argued that gamification has a positive effect on the performance of problem-solving,
different types of motivation (surface motivation, deep motivation, achieving motivation), as
well as various types of academic engagement (behavioral, cognitive, emotional and agentic
engagement) of fourth-grade female students in mathematics. Considering these results, it is
suggested that teachers incorporate gamification as one of the effective strategies in teaching
mathematics in this grade.
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Introduction

Considering the growing innovations in the fields of technology and various sciences, it
seems that the educational ecosystem has now become an integrated system based on science
and technology (Njoku, 2022). In spite of this concern, many schools are still using
conventional methods such as lectures and exercises in teaching meths. As a results,
mathematics became an unpleasant and difficult subject for students and they faced problems
and challenges in its learning (Atin et al, 2022). During the past decades, researchers have
emphasized the use of technology and new methods in teaching math; linking its lessons with
real life and the incorporation of technology and new learning methods have created a new
vision in teaching and learning mathematics. (Ortiz et al., 2022). One of the new learning
methods is the use of gamification in which by employing simple game elements such as
points, medals, progress bars, challenges, and time teachers can turn a boring task into an
interesting learning activity. Considering that the three categories of motivation, conflict and
problem solving are considered important topics in effective learning of math lessons. In this
research, an attempt has been made to determine the effect of gamification elements on the
level of motivation according to the motivational theories of Malone, Lepper, and ARCS and
other theories such as flow theory, social learning theory, goal setting theory, operant
conditioning theory, self-determination theory, and Maslow's hierarchy of needs theory. The
review of literature reveals that gamification can motivate the learners, engage and
accompany students during the class, increase their academic achievement, their interaction
throughout the classroom, strengthen the connection of the learning experiences with real
world and improve the level of effective learning.

Methodology

This study is an applied research which employed quasi-experimental method with a pre-
test-post-test design with control group. The research population was all fourth-grade female
students of the Shahin Shahr district of Isfahan in 1400-1401. The study utilized multistage
cluster sampling method, in which 15 students were randomly assigned into the control group
and 15 students in the experimental group. According to the literature, different gamification
elements such as points, competitions, ranking, challenges and feedback, grouping,
leaderboards, timing and countdowns, scoring questions, skill-based assignments, wheel of
luck, rewards, PhET interactive activities, surveys, roadmaps, avatars, and educational
worksheets have been employed in the experimental group for teaching fractions. In order to
collect data, the researcher made questionnaire for measuring students’ problem-solving
performance was used. Also, two other tools including learning motivation questionnaire (Hu
et al, 2016) with three sub-scales of surface motivation, deep motivation, and achieving
motivation (r= 0.77), and learner’s engagement questionnaire (Reeve, 2013) with four sub-
scales of behavioral, cognitive, emotional and agentic engagement (r=0.81) were employed.

Findings

According to multivariate covariance analysis, the main research hypothesis has been
confirmed. The results have shown that 0.972 or 97.2 percent of individual differences in the
improvement of research variables including problem-solving performance, different types of
motivation, and learners’ engagement in the post-test stage are related to the difference
between the two groups. In other words, gamification has improved research variables in the
experimental group.

Discussion and Conclusion
The main goal of this research was to investigate the effects of gamification on problem-
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solving performance, motivation, and engagement of the fourth-grade female students in the
mathematics. The results revealed that gamification can improve problem-solving
performance, engage students, and increase their motivation in mathematics. In spite of its
positive impacts, the gamification approach and its capacities has not received much attention
to improve the motivation and academic engagement and problem solving performance of
students in mathematics in our country. According to these results, it is suggested to teachers
incorporate elements of gamification such as medals, badges, and points, as well as the
roadmap and PhET program to create different types of engagement and motivate students in
mathematics. The use of timing, attractive educational clips, and the wheel of chance can
increase the involvement and participation of students, so it is suggested that teachers use
these element in their math classes.
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Table 1- Implementation steps in the experimental group
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Figure 1- Image of some elements used in the implementation process
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Appendix 1- The test made by the researcher
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