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Abstract

The novel Al-Jazieh wa Al-Daravish by Abdul Hamid bin Hadouga is a symbolically rich work of
literature that reflects the colonial and postcolonial circumstances in the Algerian society and
discusses the past, present, and future outlooks of different parties in that society. In the present
study, the novel is analyzed in terms of the five codes set by Roland Barthes in his book S/Z (1970).
The codes include proairetic, hermeneutic, semic, symbolic, and cultural codes. The research
addresses the contemporary Algerian culture at the level of those codes by shedding light on the
events, enigmas, stated and implied pieces of evidence and cultural associates of the novel.

Using a descriptive-analytical method as well as a qualitative survey, this study seeks to detect
the instances in the discourse of the novel Al-Jazieh wa Al-Daravish that are based on the five
codes postulated by Barthes (1970). The instances are then analyzed and interpreted according to
Barthes’ theory and the available semiotic features so as to achieve explicit and implicit clues to the
understanding of the text.

Roland Barthes is a pioneer in the field of literary criticism that has performed a structural
analysis of the novella Sarrasine by Balzac. In his book S/Z, he proposes a set of five codes of
creating meaning. Considered to be of the same weight, the codes are of proairetic, hermeneutic,
semic, symbolic, and cultural types. These codes lay the grounds for the analysis of the discourse in
the novel Al-Jazieh wa Al-Daravish.

This code pertains to the actions in the novel which are as follows:

a) Imprisonment of Al-Tayeb and his recollections, suggesting the occurrence of murder. He
recalls such characters in the novel as Al-Jazieh, Al-Ahmar, Al-Shambit, and Al-Akhzar, the village
where the story happens, Al-Tayeb’s proposal to Al-Jazieh, and the struggle of Al-Ahmar and Al-
Shambit to take that girl.

b) Return of Ayid to the village and his facing with what has happened there. This provides the
audience with new insight and complementary information.

c) Communication of Ayid to some characters and his detection of why Al-Ahmar was
murdered,

d) Proposing of Al-Shambit to Al-Jazieh for his son,

e) Al-Shambit’s murder or death, and

f) Acquittal of Al-Tayeb and the disclosure of Al-Jazieh’s real identity, namely Algeria.
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This code addresses the enigmas in the text and the responses to them. There are, indeed,
numerous enigmatic instances, such as ‘who are Al-Jazieh and Al-Daravish?’, ‘why are these two
names collocated in the title?’, ‘why is the novel divided into two times rather than two chapters?’,
‘why is Al-Tayeb put to the jail?’, ‘is he guilty or innocent?’, and ‘how are Al-Ahmar and Al-
Shambit murdered?’. All these enigmas are gradually decoded as the novel goes on.

This code refers to the implications of the novel. There exist many such implicit concepts some
regarding the characters and some about places and objects. A noticeable one is the book title,
where Al-Jazieh implies Algeria and Al-Daravish connotes Sufism. The other names, such as Al-
Tayeb, Al-Ahmar, Al-Shambit, and Al-Ayed have implications, too. They refer to Islam, socialism,
the West, and Algerian immigrants, respectively. Similarly, mountainous village, mountain, willow,
and sewing a bornoz by Al-Akhzar imply resistance and the rejection of foreigners by the nation.

This code can be detected through the dual contrasts in the text. Found in a high number, such
contrasts may be categorized in a few groups as follows:

a) The alliance of the worshipper and the worshipped (i.e. Al-Jazieh and Al-Daravish) encoded
just once but salient throughout the novel,

b) The contrast of the past and present or future tenses, which has frequent evidence such as the
first- and second-time divisions in the novel, and

c) The contrast of resistance and compromise, which is frequently encoded such as the contrast
of life and death.

This code is considered as the voice of awareness in the text and denotes the cultural concepts
encoded there. It includes the names of the major characters of the story, each of whom arises from
a certain cultural context and represents a certain mode of thought or action. Al-Jazieh is a mythical,
traditional, and cultural name in Algeria that symbolized this country in the novel. The other names
suggest the different political movements that seek to seize the power in the country. Al-Tayeb
arises from the Islamic culture, Al-Ahmar symbolizes socialism, Al-Shambit and his son represent
the pro-west people, and Al-Ayed is the reminder of the immigrants returning home. The novel also
depicts some Algerian customs and ceremonies.

The studied novel includes a set of intertwined codes some of which are disclosed as the text
proceeds to shape up the story. Some of the codes also show up within the implicit parts of the
discourse, through binary contrasts, and in cultural references. The specific political circumstances
in the Algerian society and the attempts of conflicting parties to take the government are encoded in
a major bulk of the novel. The codification is mainly fulfilled with semic codes, cultural codes, and
then symbolic codes.

Keywords: Roland Barthes, the Five Codes in the Novel Al-Jazieh wa Al-Daravish, Abdul Hamid
bin Hadouga.

References

Barthes, R. (1974). S/Z. Translated by Richard Miller. United States. Blackwell.

Chandler, D. (2017). Semiotics the basics. Third Edition. London: Routledge.

Cuddon, J. A. (2013). A dictionary of literary terms and literary theory. Fifth Edition. UK: Wiley-
Blackwell.

https://www.maghrebvoices.com 2019/01/11


https://www.maghrebvoices.com/

Olgausl Aaslon Cilalll 4 ST AaSoes Avale Ay gow ua :Qﬂ/&ﬂlgjaﬁ

0~ .Wua 5(074.}\2~V /,Q\tto ;mj uﬂ.u.‘;-) AL} .\..\a.‘l

AaSomae s allal)
Wl olas 3 sl gV pasdl DA s e
EPETRNWEN RWARSEIPNT /2 318
L LPWNAT
,,,,,, @')Ja odo>
el

ool b o 5o Byl I S YN 5001 e 2SI AL 3 sl Ldy W15 158 2 shlls 250620130005 i Ul amy iy
Sl e o Joteadl I ey Jolodly ioldl e ol JI ands INEYT s Lo Bl o5 B slonN1 Bl 2 520l
3l Sdsdl Shad e (DA e degens e sl S Lo B & ol ol Sl oV pB L petad) s By 5D
I e a1 sl g liasdl sl asladl addly e I laddly @Vl o acalall Sladdly @l sl ol a il SlLatdly (JWsY)
bl - aosll el I3 s (sl e 55 B pds g el il Ll LG5 Jodos ol s Cug (Gllan)
CalSly b oV el LM 58y 8 peolaadl & Sl il I 5 adladl SN o ey siuls I e 3les el s ¢ 45Tl
P o Lpan aSilize SLas L &l ) ol aulyll b el Al Lglal Bow pealls ieall @YYy Lasladls wls Jl Sl e
5Ll Al ol ks s aslal LW astdl Lpliaslo s 2l )1 ol b dnadall bl 3 25 Ldam s il I 0 5SS ke

Lo Jad Bl 1 e oS o oo A3LEI1 05 % 50 U elall 8,0001 0 cade oSl oy 5 Al A slanall SLLALs (6 liodl mamd) e

‘J‘:fj//"L/_/} @Jb;//a.il)) 435}«\.& o .,\.:Q.>-_H Jde cwo?rj\ CJ\J,LZJ\ ‘Q)Lg QY)J 1:9-[2“‘ SIS

SEFAEERVAVAVEN P P OENNERRVI7) AN WP
Email: ghaderi_m@yazd.ac.ir (W 3l 23N Gl ) 0332 0332 Amsloes Lealsls g yadl aal) e B S5l a3kl 4

Email: hm.morovati@stu.yazd.ac.ir alpl oy o nelew Lelsls iy )l Gl od ol SN e

Copyright©2023, University of Isfahan. This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/BY-NC-ND/4.0), which permits others to download this work and share it with others as long as they credit it,
but they cannot change it in any way or use it commercially

http://1022108/RALL.2022.130438.1388


http://10.0.86.92/RALL.2020.120836.1256

¥4 aall . (Gl oV ¥ / 2 VEE0 slidig g ) (slgluo] Amelons Cilalll AUS) AaSioes Arale Ay g aial :Qﬂ/&U/J Sgf YA

dedda]l .Y
) o o Bl ez ool 5 s pponedl o als om0 el oD iy U5 3L s o
dede ot 0 3 mozmall LSl (ol L] Sty oslin o a1 iy Lo e a3 o1 Uale
e ) s B Al K25 30 8 Vs aills 0% o Y Y il sraal)) (e Galidl Conay ]
Jorid LSy Alelill s oy Ll salel aalll e 58l sV L1 e (00T o VY (i) (paioeall
G 1 iy ll) Yioms ZaU1 dozed cisloannd] Ltos SLLUG ctilseadl sLadl (5 e eencld 51s1 2201 sV
(O o o ) Logiy LIV 585 By g 550l S Lane L]

Sls 5 oS oI Lo IS5 solodl el 5 s s D) 35 g itbiand) b Bl alial) e 21
ShHLY sl e ey ol gl Jolse o S alacad] 0] (80 o ¥ IV L) WMy (DAL
Ul Gl Bland! 3 15 ¢ me I3 055 - Bl Leidle o ely - SLLEYI sy (00 o s (s3pns)
S el n Slibondl ol Aon 3l 5L GBI (005 EA Lo (AT (S on) 455 0,5 Lmtns ¢ gina]|
Loyt s SLLEYTs e s « DS (00 o 0¥ 010 (63 ey i) (SleMall dlyty Pt

LAV e B Loy LedWos Spe 0l ot 5 Gl T e baSh ! B aslend) Sy
B3 s ellyer L5y 505 €00 o 0¥ 10 (gapmmns farty I o EAWAY 5,9) (3LusYls Rnnlall Dlosiosally
OV e Lgne @ pealio Lo Sty o) e ilardl O sk = S dalo] S stll S s o 4SS g3
e gnsds o OS 0l Alennd La s Bibardls Bl SVLedl 3 % 5l 5135 e 05 s Pl
Aaredl (sl 0¥ e 23U Slubadl ) Bkl e JUESYY 01 Y1 dlghay 3 553 A OIS 0l o 5]
(I Gl ol @bg_ Sl o Moy adladls auslan Y1 allall S oo .0 0eh 3 pls 550 Sl g ¢ o dll
Jolos 06 3 S 5sn ) Gl VAV ) SIZ S’ 3 Lty S il ad e (418145 14TA) i
o2l e Ledaal L;:S\ el ORI el TS s 4SS b (V=10 o @Y T Ledle 2l
Al odg) amy 105 I e

oS5 1SS Oa S o (oW Loy oy 3L 0l &y pendily S G540 (A0 oda (o
JUN ol 1ol e pllas )b s, & Bl el Gl I 58 5Ll g«u 295 L AN Sl et
o2 13 s Tt ¢ U ) iy Y (601 g5 el al L1 Gl gimedd Lot (61 Jromy (501 505 il
(Yo oY 1o i) dad

o2l AL s b b Al el 6lals 81z st B AL ible dad] Bl il B Ol o)
Sl aslozal )b & Sline ey AR B Gl Lo e Siab (18) o a0 e o L) S 8l

1. Peirce

2. Ferdinand de Saussure

3. A course in General Linguistics
4. Roland Barthes

5. Sarrasine



Y L’;:}JAOJ?@-}LS)AGWU &Jbﬂ‘}bj@‘%‘})nga)l{ay‘,) M‘ &:“J.LEJ‘ ‘5-1‘-4

SVl S0l e S e g s 3315 AW Bl sl Ak Bl O b Yl 23l
By ol b ol ol S ol e e ANl M eda b aalyald Legioge 550 M5 SLAMI LU
Banlly B doalin e By SIZ 4S5 Ol e e sl Bl ) odn Dlpis Sy o rey Sl 18 50
o 5l e Bl

Sk 3y (bl b/l e <3385 AN LA ol Lo

€ sbllls bl alsy paian b mosl Ol i Clos S -
Coull gegre 1)
b el Sl St WD s illy peid) oy 1 ASUly Lol - holll el Sl s ey
Gl Al e sgiall sWY ()l 0V, Bk Wy sy OLAL eda oo 05k oF < sy &b/ B Slla
ol ads 3y Leldowss &l el b Breially B padll YA e CatS o Bibias Bl IS5 (0
Sl 2l LYY
ilonnd | - Sl Tl Glat Losd o2l 05 ¢ 8 o Byl ity I Emndl s o0 0 s3landl IS5 (o sk
oo sl s &bl Bl gy dulyds Szl 2o SONVEs y Sl do 5 LS 3lude Sllys - )l s el il il
b b Condl s I g 31 Gadaie -1y

DUl 3l WS (Y W) clmpadl G 5y cononl! o] bl 23l By 3 el o el
T3l 3Ll il W5l (ypoln kb e Bl g b o Bl 1 sy S il 33 Jod e s
el i B by gl aeg )l Slaasetd) Jand aelona VI dniilly

3w 8 (pY YY) Doks oy o) dp e Dyt Lilonnn pusls el oolomay Ja83 Bbal jrle Wy
o sl g1l &5 bl Dbl s Lgres B o Sy sl BRIVl RS A Bl ) oLl
bl

o] oo i o] B s ) s s ) AL Al ) yins Wi s on Bonln Lgh Zon I Lyl e
(Y W) oo 0 odnns Sl o WS bl o U8/ o sl L5lel / sl oy s Slilsy 5 3 puda
iy Sl B Lgdy Slainds SV Syl o lall & 5oy IS e Sl Il eda 3 231 sLY1 W) sl 6
Lgie JSU VI %y 5oy S s 05

S el SLAL (s Buslytd I Eo Il 850 Bhao W Blys e 0l Ul Juammy o 13 il e S Logs
A el 8 e gyt 1Y Al Il o Ol 3



¥4 aall . (Gl oV ¥ / 2 VEE0 slidig g ) (slgluo] Amelons Cilalll AUS) AaSioes Arale Ay g aial :Qﬂ/&U/J Srgf to

Ay Ll als, P8 Bada oy deesdl dp Bl 0845 .Y
3 El sl s - B gy Jil epor (5l pokns I (P AAT-VAY0) Bsus oy ) e
el by (RVAVO) sV Bleis (pVAVY) sl s Dl o bl L (Wl e S Tl
(eVA8Y) ot oo L5 VAAY) o syl 4 lels (21 4A )

S b B et bl bl Lad ol Sl (63 (] b Ao U8 a4 s )5 LS Rl Ll
s sl Ll b, Olas (L D 15 1S L o) Aol sadll el aiosll ol oo Lgily ol
e oSl s 300 b5 ol Kool 1o (U1 "aealadl 'y gy Rl o) (hns Cilte (633
o "ale” SVl ol i b s 5 3 ) Lre o) JLasY 2 301 ] el g g5l Il eI
il s e el o5 S0 YT s sl e S G it Dl 6 el gl

el ol s i STV B ol s Jpaaeel) Glasdl sdn 35 Jp 5 gma il I Sl
Sl a5l s Tl el i Y e s 5 WY e e Jass S0 el ) il S ad By
gl ol

Ol oY wesdl Ol 281 Y
5 okie Alasdly . fordl e 2Ly SIZ 4S5 S5 o il kb Jow o5k (s U) ) edhel s1 b oY) o
oo Sk Ll SLas s Sl o Bl Joodl odn ks o @ plened) 3251 15 (g oall) ol 5l 5Ll
SAL e = 58 &) (W o 0V 83N ¢ oldad)) Bodniall danall LoV (B 5 Joodl A 85 gy o 5 )
Y o Y0 09355) adl B o s L s ol B st Lol it 5 ¢ imad | 315

CRIVA ol Breall Satdly Tl o & ) LA OV S ool Dt a el AL ol
Blgy ol 3 Sl el Bl pskie ¢ b Lod RIS Sl 3 lasdl Sl sl DAty Fae )l St
e shlls 4l
JWsYI o sl Sl jad
ol b Badaney ilis )los S5 Adeadl OV & ol O =y ACT»S 3,880 oy 50, <L o
Judl o (Sowedl ade iy b IS me 1 S5Vl dSn fpammed 1l SUlgze o el ooy e e oy 005
bt Jas 50 110G (0 o 0TV l) (el il ilatad) Tl Il alad] Lgnols s cBolisly Sy
Lo sy o 3 2l 1 W Lot 1 Do glonall o 51 gl ) el 3 elidl alomnss o2 Lo syl

1. Proairetic Code
2. hermeneutic Code
3. Semic Code

4. Symbolic Code

5. Cultural Code
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