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Abstract

The concept of comparison is expressed in the form of various linguistic constructions. Among the different types of
comparative constructions, we can mention similative and equative constructions. In these constructions, two
referential phrases, which are called comparee and standard, are compared with each other in terms of a shared
characteristic (parameter). Equatives express equal extents and similatives express equal manners. In the present
essay, we attempted to discuss and investigate the similative and equative constructions in Lori Silakhori. The
findings confirm that the speakers mainly use 3 types of strategies to express the concept of similarity and 8 types of
strategies to encode the concept of equality in Lori Silakhori. Also, the data show that there is a tendency to remove
the parameter in both constructions, especially similative construction. In addition, due to the free nature of lexical
order in Lori Silakhuri, it is not possible to introduce a fixed order for the elements in similative and equative
constructions.
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Introduction
Both equative and simulative constructions have formal and semantic similarities. Equative paraphrases express equal
extents and similatives express equal manners (Haspelmath & Bacholz, 1998). Notice the following examples:
1. Sam runs like Chita.
2. Sam is as tall as Anne.

Example 1 is a simulative construction and describes Sam's running manner, which is exemplified by the way Chita
runs. Example 2 shows a situation, in which two referents have the same extents of a feature: Sam is tall to the same
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extent as Anne. The mentioned feature is a concept word usually called adjective), which is called “parameter”. Both
simulative and equative constructions represent kinds of evaluation of a “comparee” by using another person or thing as
a “standard”. In such constructions, there are other components in addition to comparee, parameter, and standard.

1 2 3 4 5
Compare  degree-marker parameter  standard-marker standard
Sam 1s [as tall] [as Anne].

Equative standard-marker (Component 4) is a marker that is closely related to the standard. Besides, there would be
an equative degree-marker (Component 2) in constructions, specifically equative construction; it is a marker that is
closely associated with the parameter (Haspelmath, 2017).

The purpose of the present study was to provide a description and analysis of similative and equative constructions
in Lori Silakhori. Silakhor is the largest plain of Lorestan Province in the west of Iran. There are different languages
and dialects in the region of Silakhor, one of which is Lori Silakhori Dialect. Most of the villages on Silakhor Plain and
a large number of the people of Dorud Area speak this dialect. Turkish language is also popular in some villages on the
northern border of Silakhor (Barani, 2011). The word order in Silakhori Dialect is the same as that of Persian language
and has the dominant lexical order of SOV.

In the present research, we intended to answer the following questions:

1. What constructions do Lori Silakhori speakers use to express the concept of similarity?
2. In what way(s) is the concept of equality represented in Lori Silakhori?

Materials and Methods

As it was mentioned earlier, the aim of the present study was to provide a description and analysis of similative and
equative constructions in Lori Silakhori. To achieve this goal, a total of 117 sentences of equative constructions and 81
sentences of similative constructions in Silakhor Region were prepared through oral interviews with 6 native speakers.
Then, we analyzed the data based on the methods and typologies of equative and similative constructions proposed by
Haspelmath (2017) and Nose (2008).

Discussion of Results and Conclusions
We found 3 type of similative constructions in Silakhori:

Types of similative construction Examples
Type 1) Comparee + SM + Standard Menitafesori-a.
Like fire red be-3,
Lit: s/he is like red fire. (s/he is very mischievous).

Type 2) Comparee + standard ?0xar-e:-a.
s/he donk- i.a -be-3
sfhe is a fool.
Type 3) comparee + SM + standard + P.P form Korvaxofbord-a.
of the verbs (bordan/ raftan/ manestan) boy with Ref.3; gone. PERF.3,

The boy looks like his father.
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We also found 8 types of equative constructions in Silakhori:

Types of equative construction

Examples

Type 1) comparee + parameter (predicative) + SM +
standard

Jur boa-fbadaxlaG-a.
S.M father-his grumpy-be.3,
He is grumpy like his father.

Type 2) comparee + DM + parameter (predicative)
+ SM + standard

* Only if we consider the Ezafe to be a standard
marker in a structure like “ve + parameter + [EZ +
standard]”.

Nargesvebolen-1zenab ,. hisa/ hi.
Narges to height-EZ  Zenab be.3
Narges is as tall as Zenab.

Type 3) [comparee + standard] + DM + parameter
(predicative)

[zemeson-o pai:z] [Gade ham/ yak]sard-an.
Winter and autumn equally each other cold-be.3y,
Winter and autumn are equally cold.

Type 4) comparee + parameter + standard + verbs of
reaching/ going/ bringing

Reza dezerengivehadi me-res-a.

Reza in clever to Hadi IMP-reach-PRES.1
Reza reaches Hadi in cleverness/ Reza is as clever as
Hadi.

Type 5) [comparee + standard] + parameter + standard
+ verbs of reaching/ going/ equaling

[hardo-fo] dexoue:yaki-an.
Both-OBJ.PRO in goodness equal-be.3,
Both of them are equally good.

Type 6) [comparee + parameter] + standard + SM +
verbs of going/ reaching

Boleni (Gad) maryamveda:-[ ne-me-res-a.

Height (tall) Maryam to mother-her NEG-IMP.M-
reach-be.3,

Lit: Maryam’s height doesn’t reach her mother/ Maryam is
not as tall as her mother.

Type 7) relative pronoun + standard + parameter; +
comparee + parameter,.

oGadkeali.zereng-a berar -eftambal-a.

Rel.PRO that Ali clever be.3.brother-his lazy be.3

Lit: As much that Ali is smart, his brother is lazy/ As smart
as Ali is, his brother is lazy.

Type 8) comparee + how + standard

Zahraffanimah-a.

Zahra how moon-be.3

Lit: how beautiful (moon) is Zahra/ Zahra is as
beautiful as the moon.
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The data showed that Lori Silakhori used 8 strategies to express evaluation of equality. Regarding similative
constructions, the authors proved the existence of 3 strategies as well. Among the types of similative constructions,
copular constructions with the similative marker are considered unmarked, but in Lori Silakhori, simple clauses with
verbs, such as bordan and manstan, can be used as the main predicate, in which there are no similative markers.
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(5) Ella  habla Espafiola  como una Espafiola.
pX:] speak Spanish ~ STM(like) one Spanif
“Ze speaks Spanish like a Spaniard.”

Sy e Jeol Glims guris Sl 534S Sl Jgo 50 o COMO 3 55 o oiliin 457 658 Olen oLl 0L 31 (O) Jlie s
Ll i sl Sl 503,57 Joe 0.0 Ol gty 5 0313 s
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(6) Isse iscriet comente sa sorre.

he writes like his sister
“He writes like his sister. ”

Cl e 457 515 (6 50w 51,5 égiipwj::u (o Sl & ol :?«M Iy gy g ol (o

).\.M@l}.w)lqudlfjjlﬁéfj(l\)j(V)Lgl.hdu.n.-ﬁﬁ@C;.él.lLs.;\lw)lquob.jjbupu-)jbﬂ\{ng;:’-bt)}d‘.wlmiﬁ

31555 LIB 55 oS Sl s Sl (gl gt Sl (A) e )3 5555 e odalive MINt genid SIsI L gucis Sl (V) Jlio
355 o OLLas ként

(7) Ugy dolgozik, mint rabszolga
Thus work-he  STM(like)  slave
“He works like a slave”

(8) Rabszolga-ként dolgozik
Slave-ESS work-he

“He works like a slave.”

' 0. Buchholz

2 phrases

® manner adverb
particle
gramaticalization

4
5
6 essive
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Shood Sl F-Y
&\}_S\)'\ &S a aalsl s S e ey Sl glacs L C\‘,JU! odes C‘,Sdf“bszs-l;&oaj Sladlas bl 5 (2017) Coadovn
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(9) gwa” luu we’ yaa Lambi.
He be strong [like Lambi]
“He is as strong as Lambi.” (Bantu; Schaub 1985: 116)

4 S A ole s ) gl Shre 500 (Jgamea) byl (O (e Sl el e O, poled isla Y RABER LWL
Lgd oo odalive SWIT 5 (6 gl b ¢ omedSSl Sa0OL) 5l 5 4 (VD) B (V) ladlie &K a5 o 5 Oles

(10) Kimis as tall as Pat
(11) Kimest aussi grand que Pat.
(12) Kimist so grofl wie Pat.
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(13) capi me kryt cati pipen$
[Capi and Kryt] [big equal]
“Capi and Kryt are equally big”. (Je; Popjes & Popjes 1986: 144)

A (3l 5 Oy p e KoLy o Azs ol Jsmmmn Doy Job &S5 Jaztio Gl ool 65 ol ez £99
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(14) Kim [reaches/equals Pat] in height.
Slors 5 g it ol O (S0 /Oy p s Kol ol Jgams Ol ety Glaan Slasile 68 oo 55 Job iy £93
g o AL ar o5 6 S o
(15) [Kim and Pat] are equal to (each other) in height.
23 el b tman 5 A8 o bl 1y ad sl game 25 oS s el ES5 6505 03 (Slaer el g 5 cpl i £
515 3 503 4 $B J gemes B 53 45T OUS /O £ 540
(16) Kim is tall [reaching/ equaling Pat]
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Table 1- Simulative constructions in Lori Silaxori

Jte s oSl g1l

meni_ , tafe sori . .-a. Srat 0+ e (Usl gy

Sl WT Ll

20 .. Xar, -e:-a. St e oy £ 5

el 3 (A5be)

kor .. va,,Xof,.. bord-a. Iriaidot Jlant 00+ Sp (o g5

Wl ) (Bo) 5355 4 e

S5 N S Y 10 Slwod SrcsLs V¥
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(25) ema ;.. i/ mese,. 0, namard ., nisim.
M Jfbj@)‘-b‘@/&b

(26) Jurc,_-d boa .-/ badaxlaG ., -a.

pd
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3503) Sl i Y Lol (0.0),8 65 O /e (o ML (21935 s (oS 3500) Slo g, 2Y
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sl 03 8 1933 S e S L,
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(30) Claudia tam docta est quam Julius.
Claudiau-;,r [so.. learned ., ] is [howr,b Julius .]

“Claudia is as learned as Julius. ” (Haspelmath, 2017: 13)
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, Zenab .. hisa/ hi.

(31) narges e VeI bolen-i .,

Ll 5 sk 4 S 5

(32) [ganem e emsal] ... Ve, XU .,,-i [ganem parsal] ... hisa/hi.

=)
plS BLo| Sl 4l g5 Sl puE JLusl (o )5
WLl Qs pdE 5 4 sl gt
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(33) [Moslem-o Morteza] [ye andaza],, Gafang ...,,-an.

Slast g
NV e ol K (A5
iz 88 oI & (5 e 5 s

(34) [zemeson-o pai:z] [Gade ham/ yak], , sard ., -an.
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a5 b Jsate SE L el LB s Wl 5 0 58 am g 5 gl s ull

(35) [ali-o0 berar-ef] ham o Jekl_.-an.
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(41) [fatma-o narges] de, ridari vee.o yak ras-an.
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Table 2- Equative constructions in Lori Silakhori
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