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Abstract

Brain damages and aphasia resulting from them are very common and their early detection is vital. Description of
aphasic patients’ language and speech abilities can lead to the disorder diagnosis, its evaluation, and screening. By
making use of a descriptive-analytic method, the present research intended to determine the language disorders
caused by brain damages and show how the structural differences of languages affect aphasia symptoms among the
patients at the speech therapy centers of Tehran. The control group included 10 safe and sound people, who were
thoroughly the same as the case group composed of 7 patients in terms of age, education, and language. The tests
included an oral and a written test. The studied people had to describe some pictures in the oral test and were
supposed to unscramble some sentences in the written test. The findings indicated that the control group used agent-
theme orders for describing the pictures without regarding animacy, while animacy was an effective factor on the
order of noun phrases in the sentences and led to pre-posing of the themes in some cases. Additionally, it seemed that
in patients with brain damages, animacy concept was an effective factor on the order of noun phrases in the
sentences.
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Introduction

Investigating languages of people with aphasic disorder by linguists leads scientists towards understanding how
language is afflicted with disorder and at the same time the linguists can deal with theoretical issues based on the
objective data. Some disorders are universal as they are found in almost all aphasic people, but some are language-
specific. Some of these differences are related to the structures of a specific language and the amount of pressure the
mind has to tolerate. The more complex the structure is, the more vulnerable they will be and the faster they will perish,
hence being more enticing for linguists.

The present research aimed at describing some structural disorders among the Persian speakers, who were afflicted
with aphasia, so as to see how the structural features of Persian language could affect the outcome of these people. To
this goal, word order, which is different in Persian and English, was chosen to see how the different structures of
different languages affect aphasia. In addition, the relationship between the degree of complexity of a language and its
vulnerability was found out besides surveying the effects of animacy and thematic role. It was hypothesized that there
was a significant relationship between animacy and word order and between agent/ instrument, theme, and word order.

*Corresponding author

SIOISIS

This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND/4.0/ License (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).

d https://doi.org/10.22108/jrl.2022.132975.1645


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://doi.org/10.22108/jrl.2022.132975.1645
https://jrl.ui.ac.ir/?lang=en
https://www.orcid.org/0000-0002-7129-6334

o0 Journal of Researches in Linguistics, 14(1), Spring & Summer 2022

Materials and Method

This research was based on a descriptive-analytic methodology and the samples included those who had aphasic
symptoms and were under treatment in the speech therapy centers of Tehran. of these people, 7 non-fluent people were
chosen with the following criteria: having a severe disease but not completely impaired language output and the ability
to express at least multi-word sentences. In terms of other side disorders, those, who did not have dyslexia or apraxia,
were included so that they could read the sentence cards and use them to make their own sentences. In terms of the
disease duration, those who had passed at least 3 weeks since their brain injury were taken into account because
according to the experts, the presence of blood clots or inflammation of brain tissues at the beginning of the lesion could
cause side effects and aggravation of symptoms in the patients. These tests were also performed on 10 control subjects.
The patients and the control group were 22-77 and 25-72 years old, the average of whom were 52 and 51.1,
respectively. In terms of education, both groups were relatively the same. Their language was Persian. All the patients
were right-handed and were afflicted with non-fluent aphasia. The tests were given in two steps: the preparation step, in
which the curer did his/her job with the linguists’ attendance so as to pave the way in a friendly relationship and the test
execution step, in which the desired tests were performed in the next session after knowing more about the patients.
According to Saffran and colleagues, the tests were composed of oral and written parts.

Discussion of Results and Conclusion

In all the tasks, the control group used the agent/instrument before the theme, while the obtained results were different
for the patients. In the oral tasks, 71.4% of the patients used the agent/instrument before the theme. For the last picture,
this ratio increased to 85.72%.

In the written tasks, the results were different as well. For the first picture, the use of agent/patient order was 75%,
while it was the only order used by the patients when describing the second picture. To describe the third and fourth
pictures, this ratio decreased to 50%.

The data were analyzed by using chi-square in Spss software. In both oral and written tasks, the results showed that
there was no significant relationship between word order and animacy, but the significant relationship of thematic roles
with word order was confirmed. In the written task, x?, degree of freedom, and p-value were respectively 4.5, 1, and
0.034, which meant that there was a significant relationship between the variables. In the oral tasks, x? degree of
freedom, and p-value were 14, 1, and 0.001, respectively. This also indicated the significant relationship between the
variables.

Kaplan believes that animacy is effective on word order in addition to the significant effects of thematic roles in the
sentences produced by aphasic patients. He predicted the possible orders. In this research, his predictions were
investigated in the data of Persian aphasia.

The findings of the written and oral tasks were not the same. The ratio of word order in the oral tasks, except in the
first picture, were not in accordance with Kaplan’s results, while there was more consistency between the obtained
ratios and Kaplan’s predictions in the written tasks. This is predictable because reading and writing are two distinct
skills and are not acquired alike in the human life. In fact, the degrees of disorder in these two skills depend on the
patients’ capabilities before illness. The different word orders in Persian and English languages would be another
reason. Even if the statistical tests did not show any significant relationships between animacy and order of noun
groups, it would be seen that thematic roles were not the only determinant elements for word order in contrast to the
case of the control group because animacy is the inherent feature of nouns, while identifying thematic roles depends on
the understanding of complicated semantic relations between nouns and other elements of the sentence. Thus, when
patients are unable to recognize these roles, using animacy will provide easier understanding. This finding is in
accordance with Badecker and Caramazza’s second principle.
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Table 1- Distribution of the frequency of the agent/instrument- theme sequence in oral part of the word

order task in aphasia patients
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Table 2- Distribution of the frequency of the agent/instrument- theme sequence in written part of the word order
task in aphasia patients
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Table 3- Comparison the effect of animacy & thematic roles on order of noun phrases in written tasks
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Table 4- Comparison the effect of animacy & thematic roles on order of noun phrases in oral tasks

ARG PTG ol Wl

v 3 \F \F Jst oKl
i v \F \F 035 oSl
YA YA YA YA JS slaw

33 oMEe e ol 55 s S edalin Soon 65z ol 035 58 5513 oKl 5 (ol e o 35 S ol )3

d https://doi.org/10.22108/jrl.2022.132975.1645


https://doi.org/10.22108/jrl.2022.132975.1645

V) Ol 5l T o osled el o)lad o sler Il cOlghoal ol (B 0L Slahangs 4 5 ¥

Sl e T 5 65 S e 131550 53 6T o bl 350V b aly (6 lbas gebans 5V b ol o303T ap3 oo b
SIS 15,5 S o 53 ool Slaos 8 imy o das o 0L 0305 gl \nleT ot (Sorod 355 5 lslins i |
9345 Sl v/ 00 liﬁ‘ﬁol\'(s)btméa.»j\ tg:l)"l-d\q-):c\\"b'ﬁljj:u:'-)l.xin‘:J}»‘yj):.:Jb‘s)\:\;m‘da.:l)olj'lialiilq-lf
93 &S el ~/oﬁ!ﬁgoyﬂ4{@jl{@|) ol odd .@Iﬁ;rﬁp,@.‘.,:,\;m bl sdnsolis ds s 44 ol;:.‘,.blda.»
i 33 a IS s daesls ol 51 S 5 pelr 5l Sl 5 e S5 sl ol 5550 3557 1 T ela
dnglin 3590 15 (357 i gl (1) Sl ged 5 ol e s (1) 5l pad ks amglin SuSS b () 5 (V) slasls gos 3 e g05T

s sl 8

20 A

L RUSIRHE

Bf s

10 A

Jal oKl p22 oKl

PLS S5 55 Ao T 9 6T 9 SNl FHe wT dwlio ) 51550
Fig 1- Comparison the effect of animacy & thematic roles on word order in oral tasks
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Fig 2- Comparison the effect of animacy & thematic roles on word order in written tasks
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