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Abstract

Statement of the Problem: The vulnerability of the cities, in general, and old urban fabric,
in particular, against natural disasters has been one of the main concerns of urban planners
and managers in recent years. For this reason, strengthening the community living in an
environment has an effective role in reducing risks and damages. The old fabric of District 3
in Isfahan has had a very significant role in the economical and historical development of this
city, but the social resilience of the region in question is in a bad situation.

Purpose: This study was an attempt to investigate how social resilience could affect a
favorable encounter with the consequences of natural disasters in the old fabric of District 3
in Isfahan.

Research Method: This research was applied in terms of purpose and descriptive-analytical
in nature. The statistical population consisted of 385 families living in the old urban fabric of
District 3 in Isfahan who were selected based on the Cochran formula. Factor analysis and
PLS structural equations based on minimum partial squares approach using paired-sample t-
test were utilized to analyze the data. Finally, the related maps were analyzed in the GIS
environment.

Results: The results of testing the research hypotheses using the PLS model in the case of t-
statistic display with a coefficient higher than 2.58 showed a significant relationship in the
level of confidence (P <0.01) and the effect of each component on social resilience. The
impact of the social asset (M=2.46), knowledge and awareness (M=3.39), social participation
(M=2.54), skill (M=3.17), ability (M=2.73), and the sense of spatial belonging (M=2.4) on
the social resilience was statistically significant in the old fabric of District 3 in Isfahan. The
areas of Sartaveh and Sarcheshmeh, with a statistical average of 2.57 and 2.69, were in
unfavorable conditions and vulnerability, respectively.

Innovation: So far, no research has been done in this field in the old fabric of District 3 in
Isfahan due to the conditions of this region. This is an innovative aspect of the present study.

Keywords: Social Resilience, Old Fabric, PLS Structural Equations, District Three of
Isfahan City.
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