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Research on the attribution of the treatise Ausaaf al-Qolub to Ibn-Khafif
Moein kazemifar *

1-Abstract

There is a valuable manuscript called Ausaaf al-Qolub which is held in Astaan Qods library
in Mashhad. The index of the library attributed the manuscript to lIbn Khafif, great Persian Sufi
(from Shiraz in 10/4 century). Although Carl Brockelmann mentioned the manuscript in the
index of Ibn Khafif’s works, Annemarie Schimmel hesitated in this attribution because in the old
biographies about Ibn Khafif has not mentioned the name of the treatise. The article tries to
demonstrate that the manuscript is truly written by Ibn Khafif, great Persian Sufi. Three series of
reasons help us with discovering the real author of the manuscript, Firstly ‘chain of narrators’
and secondly Content similarity between Ausaaf al-Qolub and Ibn Khafif’s statements quoted in
Helyat al-Aulia by Abu Noaim Isfahani( One of the greatest biographer in Sufi history who
personally was familiar with Ibn Khafif and took a part in his lessons as his disciple) and thirdly
the similarity between some personal information such as travels to Mekka and Qods mentioned
in Ausaaf al-Qolub and the information which is available about Ibn Khafif travels in his
biographies. These three series of reasons confidently show the real author of the treatise is lbn-
Khafif and the article suggests that the real name of the treatise is something other than Ausaaf
al-Qolub.

2- Introduction

However Ibn Khafif is one of the prominent faces of Persian Sufism, his books and treaties
have been widely neglected in Iran. Bulks of his works have been edited by non-Iranian
scholars. Recently, | have been informed of a manuscript in Astan Qods library attributed to Ibn
Khafif. In the later efforts turned out two great scholars- Carl Brockelmann and Annemarie
Schimmel- discussed regarding attribution of the manuscript to the lbn khafif. While
Brockelmann mentioned the treaties in the list of Ibn Khafif’s works, Schimmel implicitly
refuses the attribution. There for | was motivated to find out the real writer of the treaties.

3- Material & Methods

This is a very detailed treatise that except for a few pages, is completely has reached to us .
The text mentioned to his author by ‘Abu Abd al-lah’. The real name of the treatise has not been
noted in manuscript and it is assumed that the librarian recorded its name ‘Ausaaf al-Qolub’
because this phrase has been mentioned many times in the front pages of the manuscript. This
treatise contains an introduction and four chapters in which the author answered to question of
an anonymous Questioner. The subjects of the chapters are as follows, heart, Sama of Quran,
Existence and Sama of poems.

Three groups of proofs support the idea that the treatise is really written by Ibn Khafif. First,
chain of narrators; the author of the treatise mentioned name of narrators who narrated Hadith
directly or indirectly to him, and name of most of these narrators are found in Sirat Ibn Khafif -
an important biography of lbn Khafif written by his disciple Deylami- as masters of Ibn Khafif
in Hadith. Moreover, through comparing content of the treatise with Helyat al-Aulia of Abu
Noaim Isfahani( One of the greatest biographer in Sufi history who personally was familiar with
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Ibn Khafif and took a part in his lessons as his disciple) Undoubted matches were observed i.e.
most of content regarding Ibn Khafif’s sayings in Helyat al-Aulia was taken from Ausaaf al-
Qolub. Additionally there is some personal information such as travels in Ausaaf al-Qolub that
coincides the information from authentic biographies of Ibn khafif; for example, the author of
Ausaaf al-Qolub has described some of his observations in Mekka and Quds -The two
destinations mentioned in Ibn Khafif’s account of lifelike Sirat Ibn Khafif of Deylami.

4- Discussion of Results & Conclusions

Based on these three series of reasons, there is almost no doubt that the *’Abu Abd al-lah’
mentioned in treatise as the author is no one but * Abu Abd al-lah Ibn Khafif’. Also, according to
titles of Ibn Khafif’s treatise listed in his biographies and the content of the treatise, it is guessed
that the real title of the treatise is ‘al-Fosul fi al-Osul’.

Considering length of the treatise which is several times greater than Ibn Khafif’s other
books, on the whole, knowing the real author of the manuscript is a great help in recognizing
Ibn-Khafif’s beliefs. In addition, if we accept the conclusion, this treatise has a great
contribution to the researches regarding Sufism in the fourth century and the recognition of
Sufism in Shiraz.
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