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Abstract

Olfati Savoji is a Shiite poet at the court of Abdullah Qutb Shah, the seventh king of Qutb Shahi
Dynasty. The dynasty ruled over Deccan, Golkonda, and Heydarabad areas between 924 and 1098
AH. Little is known about Olfati Savoji’s life. Little information about Olfati's life and the
existence of many poets who adopted Olfat pen name in Indian courts have led some biographers to
mistakenly refer to him as "Olfati Yazdi", a contemporary poet of Vahshi Bafghi period and an
entourage at Jalaluddin Akbar Shah Gurkani’s court. Biographers have also falsely attributed the
works of Qlfati Savoji to Qlfati Yazdi.

Olfati Savoji has two books that have not yet been edited and published: "Reyaz-al-Sanaye Qutb
shahi", a book about prosody and rhyme, and ‘Ravayeh-e-Golshan Qutb Shahi’, a book about the
praise of Abdullah Qutb Shah and a description of the royal monuments and some of his court
customs. The authors of this paper seek to provide accurate information about Savoji's life and
works through the study of the manuscript of his works, and analysis and historical comparison of
what has been written about him in biographies. The findings of this study will be useful in studies
of Persian literature history and stylistics of the 10th and 11th centuries.

Introduction

At the time of Safavid's rule in Iran, the kings of different parts of India and their court elders were
very interested in Persian language and literature. They were wealthy and had cultural and religious
policies with tolerance and encouraged poets and writers and gave them great rewards. So, many
poets and writers went from important literary centers of Iran to India. These Iranian poets and
writers often went to the court of the Gurkani kings of India and their emirs as well as the kings of
South India and the Deccan; especially to the court of the Shiite Qutb Shahi's kings.

‘Olfti Hosseini Savoji’ is the author of two books of ‘Riyaz-al-Sanaye Qutb Shahi’ and,
‘Ravayeh-e golshan QutbShahi. He is one of the Shiite poets of the court of the seventh Qutb
Shahian’s king, Abdullah Qutb Shah. In most of the biographies close to the time of Savaji's life,
he was not mentioned and we don't know much about his life. Nasrabadi is the first author who
mentioned Olfati Savoji in his book and wrote about his meeting with Olfati in Isfahan.

According to information obtained from numerous biographies, many poets with the name of
Olfati lived in the court of the kings and rulers of India, and especially the court of the Gurkani's
king. But, there are very few poems left by these poets. This has misled biographers in writing
biographies of these poets and quoting their poems. However, most biographers have confused only
Olfti Savoji with Olfati Yazdi. The author of the ‘Mahbub-Al-Zaman’ is the first to combine Olfati
Savaji and Olfati Yazdi biographies. He refered to Olfati Yazdi as the creator of the ‘Ravayeh
Golshan’ but he did not mention the Riyaz-al-Sanaye.

Mahbub Al-Zaman is the primary source for all subsequent biographers; those who have
introduced Olfati Yazdi in their books and wrote that he is the creator of ‘Riyaz-al-Sanaye’ and
‘Ravayeh Golshan’. But, historical studies and comparisons of various biographies show that what
they wrote is not true and they mistakenly mentioned two poets who lived at different times and
places;

1. OIfti Yazdi: The poet of the court of Jalal-al-Din Akbar who died shortly after the year 1566.

2. Olfati Savoji: The poet of the court of Jalal-al-Din Qutb Shah. He traveled from Iran to India
in 1632 and entered the court of Jalal-al-Din Qutb Shah in 1635 and died before 1679.
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Material & Methods

The methodology of this study is based on the historical analysis and comparison of sources related
to Olfati Savoji biography and manuscripts of his books. These manuscripts include three
manuscripts of ‘Riyaz-al-Sanaye’:

1. Nastalig Manuscript, Central Library and Documentation Center, University of Tehran, No.
2572/, Book Date: Ramadan 1807 AH (1676 AD), Scribe name: Mohammad Sadegh, The son of
Mohammad Taghi Zohur Tafreshi.

2. Nastaliq Manuscript, Library of Faculty of Literature, University of Tehran, No. 47/3, Book
Date: Eleventh Century AH, Part of the book has been deleted.

3. Copy of Nastaliq Manuscript, Library of the Faculty of Law, University of Tehran, No.
254/2, Book Date: The thirteenth century AH.

And a manuscript of ‘Ravayeh Golshan’: In the Library of Parliament of the Islamic Republic of
Iran, N0.9386-10.

Discussion of Results & Conclusions

Olfati Savoji is the Shiite poet of the court of Abdullah Qutb Shah, the seventh king of
Qutbshahiyan. The kings of the dynasty ruled from 924 to 1098 AH in Deccan, Golkonda and
Heydarabad. We don't know much about Olfati’s life. Based on little information about his life and
a great number of poets named Olfat in the Indian courts, some biographies have referred to him as
‘Olfati Yazdi’ and believed that the author of Qlfati Savoji's books is Qlfati Yazdi. Olfati Savoji
has two books: Reyaz-al-Sanaye Qotb Shahi and Ravayeh Golshan Qotb Shahi.

‘Riyaz-al-Sanaye’ is a book about the prosody and rhyme and the imagination of poetry. This
book has three chapters and the author wrote it at the request of his friends, those who wanted to
learn Persian poetry techniques easily. The text begins with the praise of Allah and the Prophet of
Islam (PBUH), and Ali (AS), the first Imam of the Shiites. The author then describes his
motivation for writing the book. The first chapter is about the prosody, the second chapter is about
rhyme and rhythm in Persian poetry, and the third chapter is about the methods of imagination in
Persian Poetry. Throughout the chapters, Olfati has provided examples of the poetry to facilitate
learning.

‘Ravayeh Golshan’ is a book about the praise of ‘Abdullah Qutb Shah’ and a description of the
royal monuments and some of his court customs. The writing style and method of writing the
preface of this book is similar to ‘Riyaz-al-Sanaye. The introduction of both shows that the Olfati
was a Shiite. That is, the Shi'ism religion that was the official religion of the Qutb Shahiyan's court.
Ravayeh Golshan is a mixture of prose and order, and the sentences and the last two parts of the
book show that the Olfati completed the book in 1051 AH.
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