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Abstract

The present study aims at investigating the nature of Persian present tense. To achieve this aim, the (non)indexicality of
Persian present tense, the interpretation of relative and complement clauses with present-under-past and present-under-
future constructions, and the absolute and relative components of Persian present tense were scrutinized. The results
show that Persian cannot be considered as absolutely indexical and non-indexical. Hence, if the indexicality of the
present tense of different languages is construed along a continuum with languages with indexical present tense on one
extreme and languages with non-indexical preset tense on the opposite extreme, Persian falls somewhere in between.
Furthermore, it was revealed that Persian present tense has both relative and absolute functions. Present-under-past
constructions reveal the absolute reading of Persian present tense, since the present tense, in addition to the concurrence
with the matrix clause past tense, can be synchronized with utterance time (double reading). Present-under-future
constructions in complement and relative clauses reveal that Persian present tense has a relative reading because, in
these sentences, the embedded present tense is not required to be simultaneous with the utterance time. Finally, it was
shown that the relative and absolute parts of the present tense have ‘inside’ meaning, meaning that the event expressed
with the present tense is evaluated within time.
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(13) John will buy a fish that is alive.
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17) John found out that Mary loves him.
(18) Taroo-wa [Hanako-ga byooki-da]-to it-ta
Taro-top Hanako-nom be-sick-pres say-past
Taro said that Hanako is sick (Ogihara and Sharvit, 2012, p. 642)
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(21) John met a woman who hates dancing.
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(22) Kodomo-no koro, Joseph-wa [ryokoo-0 aisu-ru zyosei]-ni at-ta.
child-gen time, Joseph-top [travelling-acc love-pres woman]-dat meet-past
[Default reading]: Loving overlaps meeting time (but not necessarily the utterance
time).
[Possible reading when appropriate adverbials are supplied]
Loving overlap the utterance time (but not necessarily the meeting time) (Ogihara and
Sharvit, 2012, p. 644).
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(25) 2020-nen-ni, (Mary-wa Joseph-o aisi-te i-te),
2020-year in, Mary-top Joseph-acc love-prog-and
kare-wa [kanozyo-ni ai-sare-te i-ru-to] wakaru-daroo.
he-top she-dat love-pass-prog-pres-that understand.pres-perhaps

“In 2020, (Mary will love Joseph and) he will find out that he is being loved by her.”
(Ogihara and Sharvit, 2012, p. 643).
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(30) John will meet a woman who loves him.
(31) Tyuunen-ni nat-te kara, Joseph-wa yat-to tabi-o

middle-age-dat become-from Joseph-top finally travelling

love-pres woman-dat meet-probably

[Default reading] Loving time overlaps the meeting time (but not necessarily the
utterance time).

(Ogihara and Sharvit, 2012, p. 644).
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