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The Comparative Study For The Relation Between Innate and The Meaning of Life
From Viewpoints of Allame Tabatabaee and Soren Kierkegaard

Muslem Najafi*
Sayyed Murtaza Huseini Shahrudi**

Abstract
The modern human, from one side, by different causes was involved in running away from
the devoutness; and from other side, for getting the more freedom in thought and deed, denied
essence and innate in human being.But does the human really lacking essence and innate?
Can human sellect every goals and meaning and then any styles of life free from this
problem?
Without doubt, purpose and meaning of fortunate life should be setting proportionate to
natural structure (for example protection from the equable temperature of body) and
instenctive structure (as suitable feeding). But, in addition to nature and instinct, dose human
have a innate structure that needs to observe its circumstances for earning happiness?

In Aristotelian philosophy the beings was defined according to their "substance” and
accidents (essence and appearance) in ways "complete essential definition™ and "complete or
defect descriptive definition”. For example for human definition it was applied "rational
animal" statement and for horse "neighing animal” statement. The assumption of such
definitions is accepting "essence" (substance) or special quiddity structure, including natural,
instinctive and innate structure in human and other live or no live beings (essentialism). And
those people such John Locke and existence philosophies considered the human as a "tabula
rasa” or unwritten tablet.

In view of Allame Tabatabaee, that he retrieved it from Islamic tradition and rational and
historical documents, because the species of created beings are leaded naturally toward their
ideal aims or happiness by God, the human being that was made with innate structure is
leading toward resolving the defects and earning the happiness life. Of course the human,
because of his free will and power of election, sometimes is ignoring this innate structure and
acts opposite it and thus makes damage and misfortune for him. But Kierkegaard, as "the
father of existentialism", takes precedence the existence of man on his essence and he
originally denies essence, substance and special innate for man.

Allame believed the man have common fortunate and misfortune, because they have common
knowledges and tendencies, thus they need common dirrection, tradition and religion. But

Kierkegaard believed the paths of fortunate and misfortunate for men are differents, because
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they have not common essence and innate. Every body make his special essence and
substance with his free will. He can ellect one of the triple directions or spheres (aesthetic,
moral and religious) and anyone shouldnot be fuss and blame.

In view of Allame, the religion and Sharia law that descended from Heaven is compatible
with innate and essence of human and fortunate of whole of human depended on following it.
But Kierkegaard, as an fideist christian, believed the way of his fortunate and salvation
depended on following Holy Book and he has most recommendated, pointly or clearly, about
following this way.

Allame believs that to determine aim and meaning of life without considering the essence and
innate is unrealistic deed and harmfull for man's fortunate and safety. But Kierkegaard, in his
famous opinion, do not think a limitation about acceptence in electing one of the triple
spheres; because he thinks the human is nothing, hollow and pure contengent. However in his
non-celebrity opinion, he clearly or explicitly believes the man has a substance and original
innate and evantually he respected of his living in religious sphere and maybe his instability
in selecting a meaning of life for himself due to such instability and dichotomy in his theory
about innate.

In view of Allame the properties of innate matters are non-adventitious public, stableness at
the same ability to strenthen and weaken and self-explaining. It is obtained such signs in
second view of Kierkegaard.

In most remarks of Allame it is obvious that he believes some innate matters are actually at
birth and immediate knwoledge (in presence). And he believes other innate matters are
potential. Kierkegaard, in his famous view that repudiates innate and substance, indeed denies
it's actuallity and opptionality. But his second view suggests that he accepts actually and
involuntary innate that of course human can pass from it's unnecessary items with his free
will.

Allame believes the factors as the false education and training remove man from his first
primitive innate and involve him following his or other's carnal desires and causes him
unfortune. In despite of the acceptence first innate, this changing way suggests man's
freedom. Kierkegaard, as other opponents of innate for the purpose of genetic and legislative
freedom, disagreed with innate; unaware that the agreement for innate don,t conflict with
freedom. Of course he, in his second view, accepted this compatibility within innate and
freedom.

Allame agrees with innate acknowledge and tendency to truth, beauty and generality of
religion, however in the details of religion he clarifies that the knowning God, tends to God,
monotheism in person, adjectives and actions, prophecy, Velaya (guardianship) and Islamic
law are innates. Kierkegaard, in his first view, believed the human even is empty of innate of
God knowing. But in his second viewpoint and specially in his opinion that agreed with
"subjectivism”, he confesses the being of God and His attributes as oneness, power,
knowledge, mercy and etc. Then with rejection of materialism, he declares that the only way
for salvation is christianity.

In view point of Allame, throldom, worship, purification and knowledge of soul are primary
and middle meanings of life. The main and final meaning of life is divine knowledge or
approach to God. And these are according to man's substance and innate. In this condition
human in this world gets tranquility, happiness, hopeness, justice, freedom and security; and
in afterlife he gets fotunate. Kierkegaard confesses that the morality is innate and moral is a
passage to religiousness and faithfully life and man's fortunate are depending to haltering
carnall desires and as a result religiousness. He believes the life in aesthetic sphere and even
in moral sphere led to failure and hopelessness.
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Thus the most important common points in views of Allameh and Kierkegaard, the material,
spirituall, worldly and heavenly fortunate depend on faith to God, religiousness and thraldom
to religious teaches and following this way to devine knowlegde and mysthetic nearness to
God.

Keywords: substance, innate, the meaning of life, the innate religion, Allame Tabatabaee,
Kierkegaard.
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A Strategy to Appropriately Encounter the Modern Technological World: a
Comparison of Nasr and Feenberg’s Perspectives

Sayyed Morteza Tabatabaee”
Gholamhossein Tavakkoli™

Abstract

This paper is going to introduce and compare Seyyed Hossein Nasr and Andrew Feenberg’s
views on technology, and speak of their different solutions to get rid of the problems of
modern technology. And finally, it presents a strategy which is approved by both of them and
helps us to deal with technology better. The order of the issues discussed in the article is as
follows: firstly, their discussions with regard to the technology in three areas of “nature of the
modern technology”, “its pathology”, and “the proposed solution to deal with its problems”
will separately be presented; secondly, their views are compared and their common points as
well as their differences in the three areas and in general are pointed out; and eventually, a
consensual solution to encounter this modern phenomenon better is provided.

Nasr believes that modern technology after industrial revolution is essentially different from
traditional technology. Unlike traditional technology, modern technology has a secular
humanistic value orientation, has a close relationship with modern dominating science, and
has cut off its relationship with art. This technology has done a lot of damages to the human
in three areas of individual life, social life, and environment including the decline of creativity
and skill, dullness and boredom, the increase of greediness and consumerism, and the
emergence of spiritual crisis (individual life), population explosion, and the intensification of
global poverty along with the social class gap (social life), air pollution, global warming,
extinction of many animal species, and abusing the animals for medical experiments
(environment). To encounter this modern phenomenon and its damages, Nasr believes that we
should avoid modern technology and return to the traditional technology as much as possible.
However, Andrew Feenberg takes a non-essentialist and historical look at modern technology
and states that it should be examined in two different levels: 1. Primary level of
decontextualizing and 2. The level of recontextualizing. Accordingly, in the early level of
instrumentalization, the instruments and humans are separated from their original contexts
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based on their affordance and in the form of some tools and machines are only reduced to
their useful features. But, in the second level, regarding some social requirements such as
aesthetic and ethical consideration, these simplified objects which are in the form of tools and
machines are designed and, in fact, recontextualized. Feenberg takes three major features for
technology into account: 1. Social relativity, which means that the success of the technology
is defined differently in different communities; 2. Value-orientation: what it wants to say is
that in the second level and based on various designs, technology brings along certain values;
3. Undetermination: which is saying that technology does not have unilinear progress, and
people can change its evolution process. With regard to the pathology of the modern
technology, Feenberg follows the leaders of Frankfurt School, and mostly emphasizes the
damages which lead to the increase of global poverty and social class gap. Finally, his
solution is to democratize the designing and producing process of technology; that is people
should try really hard to gain enough information about various types of technology and by
planning the protest campaigns either correct or stop the production of harmful technologies.
Comparing these two point of views, one can say that at least apparently when it comes to
providing a strategy not only do they reject each other’s solution, but also contempt and
redicule one another. However, as far as the pathology is concerned, they have many common
points. Unlike Feenberg, Nasr, first of all, does not mention any positive points about modern
technology at all, and has a very pessimist look at the consequences of this phenomenon.
Secondly, Nasr believes that these damages are caused by modern technology, but Feenberg
argues that the damages are caused by the designing phase of some of the technologies.
Thirdly, contrary to nasr’s pathology, Feenberg pathology does not talk of spiritual pathology
and is only concerned with worldly and material issues. Finally, the comparison shows that
these differences are due to the fundamental differences between the two in the important
stage of phenomenology of technology, because Nasr has an essentialist and quite negative
view toward technology, but Feenberg’s view is historical and constructive. Despite the fact
that both of them consider technology as an unneutral and value-oriented phenomenon, Nasr
believes that technology has a special culture, that is the materialistic culture of the earth
which is pursued by great greed while Feenberg does not think so. At last, Nasr speaks of
reforming the production of modern technology so desperately that one senses determination,
but Feenberg, pointing out undetermination, rejects this desperate view.

Regarding the large number of differences between these two views, at the first glance it
seems that finding a consensual solution would not be possible; however, given that both of
these thinkers put the main burden of responsibility on the users and peoples’ shoulders, one
can come to one consensual strategy: people should say no to the technologies which are in
conflict with their desired culture as much as possible, and also avoid buying and using
damaging technologies. This type of dealing, as Nasr believes, requires standing up to the
disruptive technology, and, as Feenberg expects, is quite democratic and popular. In other
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words, showing no passivity in the face of the disruptive technologies, and actively
boycotting them is a sensible and effective deed which provides a better future for mankind.

Keywords: Modern technology, alternative technology, traditionalism, critical theory of
technology, Nasr, Feenberg.
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The Early Stages of Creation of the Universe from the Perspective of the Torah and its
Comparative Study in the Quran

Sayyed Mehran Mousavi*
Mahmoud Karimi**

Abstract

By a comparative study of the quality of the early stages of the creation of the universe —
mentioned by the common name of the earth and the heavens - in the Qur'an and the Torah ,
we notice the similarities and differences in the structure and contents of these two books.
There is no doubt that the main reason for the similarities between the contents of the Qur'an
and the Torah is their unique source i,e. the divine revelation.

By comparing the two books in addition to finding out the similarities and differences
between the perspectives of these two religions about "the beginning of the world"”, we may
pave the way towards better understanding and exegesis of the verses of both books.

By examining the creation story in the Torah and the Qur'an, we found certain similarities and
differences. Out of this comparison, the following results come out:

The order of creation mentioned in the Torah is very important. But the verses of the Qur'an
relevant to the creation of the world, are seen in different chapters sporadically.

In both books, Allah is the original creator of the world and everything. This world had no
raw material before creation. Although this is not explicitly mentioned in these two books, by
extracting the meaning of the verb "F-T-R/_X&i" (in the Qur'an) and "B-R-A/_=" (in the Torah)
that involve the meaning of creation from "naught™ the idea can be established that creation of
God is an innovation.

In the Torah, we find mention of the darkness in the beginning of the creation and,
accordingly, the Jews believe that darkness is a created being and not merely the absence of
light. But in the Qur'an, there is no mention of creation of darkness in the beginning of
creation.

Both books have mentions the presence of water in the beginning. Torah, apparently, quotes
that the water had covered the entire surface of the earth, so that there was no water -free land
there. From the expansion and extension of these waters, the sky appeared. But according to
the Qur'an, the sky was created from smoke. Indeed, according to some Islamic traditions, the
smoke emanated from these waters. Also the Qur'an, like the Torah, talks about the
conception of extension and expansion of the "sky".
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The Torah says: "The Spirit of God was hovering over the waters." A similar verse in the
Qur'an says "slall e 4 e oS " Throne of God was upon the water. Of course, the meaning
of "spirit" and "Throne" are quite different.

In the Torah, the creation of light, and naming it the "day,” and then naming the dark part as
the "night", before the creation of the heavens, and even other astronomical objects, is a
matter of the first day of creation. Thus "day" and "night™ are two different concepts that are
meaningful independent from the sky and the sun and the stars. But in the Qur'an, we don't
see such a distinction of the concept of "day" and "night" from that of the sky and the sun.
So there is no mention of a distinct creation of day and night at beginning of creation, before
creation of the heavens, the earth, the sun and the moon.

In the Qur'an and the Torah, the creation of the universe was not posthaste but it happened in
six days or six periods. There is a difference in the Torah saying , on the seventh day God
rested. In the Quran, we do not see such a point. However, in several verses of the Qur'an, it
has been implicitly mentioned that God did not rest, and some verses explicitly purify God
from any suffering while creating the heavens and the earth.

About the order of creation, according to the Torah and the results reached in detail; first,
the land itself was created which was formless and empty. So, it was covered with water
entirely, then the heavens were created through the extension of waters. Then the Earth's lands
, unsmooth pieces of land, and plants were created on it. According to the Quran, at first, the
Earth itself and its mass is created, then the creation and extension of the sky emenating from
smoke_ then spreading the earth and finally , other objects of the earth like provisions,
mountains and pastures have been created.

About the number of heavens, the Holy Quran, explicitly, speaks about the existence of
"seven heavens". Some of these heavens, the sky of this world, have an unspiritual aspect. All
astronomical objects, the Sun and the Moon are located in this sky (the first one). On the other
hand, according to certain verses of the holy Quran ,we should consider immaterial and
spiritual aspects for some of these skies. Also, according to Jewish beliefs, there are seven
levels or floors for the sky. But in the Torah, the existence of "seven heavens" is not
mentioned explicitly. Furthermore, as is mentioned in the Qur'an, according to some verses in
the Torah, the sky is divided into two parts: the material (physical) part, and the spiritual one.

Keywords: beginning of creation, stages of creation, comparing the Qur'an and the Torah,
formation of the universe, Quranic verses concerning cosmology
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Genealogy of the Mu’tazilites’s Notions in Zoroastrian texts

Naser Gozashteh*
Ali Ramezan Damavandi**

Abstract

We seek to use the genealogic method of Michel Foucault, the contemporary French
Philosopher, in this article to find the roots of Mu'tazilites ideas in Zoroastrian texts. Foucault,
due to his approach, peruses the real signs from the present time to the past and looks for the
overturned history. It means that he takes his approach from the present time to the past and
makes them connected. Accordingly, He uses the genealogic method in his analyzes. In the
present article, we begin with the simple accusations which Mu'tazila faced with in
discussions and debates with other Muslim sects. They were accused of being Zoroastrian,
Shu'ubi and Ahle Ta'vil. They were also accused of being Qadar-Gara (the distribution of
good and evil things between God and human being), rationalist and justice oriented. In other
words, they accused them of interpreting Islam with Iranian teachings and excommunicated
them. The question, which our article tries to answer, is: Were these accusations true
considering political and religious motivations? Our findings are followed by these Historical,
theological and religious manifestations: 1- Some of the Mu'tazila were from Mawali
(Iranian) and non Arab people. 2- Qadriye was the sect which made the backgrounds for the
arrival of Mutazila and they believed that Human being is not under compulsion and God
does not do evil things. The enemies of Qadariye referred to a hadith attributed to the Prophet
of Islam against Qadariya. 3- Mu'tazilites believed that religiousness is not limited to
performing religious rituals and religion needs rational-mental and theological foundations. In
other words, they believed that Religion is based on a religious-theological system and the
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basis of this system is the mind. Zoroastrianism also has such a structure; the religious system
of this religion is a God-centeredness and mind-based one and has a theological and religious
structure as its foundation. Another part of religiousness in Zoroastrianism is performing the
rituals and deed related to worship and praying. 4- The existence of theology among
Mu'tazilites depended on argument and debate. Theological Arguments were much common
in Zoroastrianism as well and the books Matikan Hezar Dadestan and Deénkard are good
examples of that. The mind that is the foundation of wisdom in the system of Mu'tazilites is
indeed the mind dependant to morality or a control on good and evil and it has a same
function in God and human being. In Zoroastrianism, mind or wisdom is one of the most
important and fundamental concepts. According to the Words of Zoroaster in Gathas, it can
be said that wisdom is the distinctive part of this religion from other religions. The importance
of wisdom in this religion is so high that the meaning of the name of its main god is the lord
of wisdom.

Keywords: Mutazila¢ genealogy: teodicy¢ comparative theology¢ zoroastrian texts
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stic religious experience based on Yoga and meditation

Mohammad Hossein Kiani*

Abstract

This question is whether humanism couldn't attract true and authentic insights of religion? A
positive response to this question will approve a humanistic religious experience, but
humanistic religious experience probably is not true; because religious experience cannot be
essentially humanistic. In my opinion, if humanism attracts the insights of religious
experience, it can shape the "egoistic spiritual experience". Egoistic spiritual experience is the
result of companionship between religious statements and humanistic beliefs which is rooted
in a new spirituality (emulation of some religious beliefs) that influenced by humanism. In
fact, the Egoistic spiritual experience is a thesis prescribed to answer basic question
considered above.

Based on the conceptual analysis of the three words “experience,” "spiritual” and
"prescribed", the Egoistic spiritual experience will be defined. In this regard, Egoistic spiritual
experience means direct knowledge of a man from his internal capabilities which is emerge in
the internal and individualistic activities rooted in the thoughtless experience and meditation
in itself. The person for this knowledge should be used to replicate some of its activities; the
activities which are purely spiritual and subjective. Diminished Sample of this experience
occurs at some of the focus sports. Precisely these experiences occur in the form of Yoga and
meditation.

It is claimed in the philosophy of Yoga; the Yogi increases gradually his ability and personal
insight practicing and understands himself more deeply. The philosophy of Yoga in particular
is providing a way to achieve spiritual consciousness. What Yoga demands is the stopping all
knowing, manipulation, operations, activities and mental cognitions, and also disabling the
full mind. Full disable of mind to know new and pure knowledge, without any thoughts and
impressions of all previous mentalities is what Yoga wants. Yoga should be a practical
process for purification, refining breath and focusing on the essential distinction between soul
and body and subjective attachments. This process is crystallized with the advent of self-
consciousness. In fact, the aim of Yoga is a firsthand knowledge about the nature of sprit and
that such knowledge teaches us that nature is independent from anything else in the world.
But achieving to this knowledge requires limiting and ignoring the function of the body - the
senses, mind, and reason.

Today, meditation is done in many forms but there is only one single goal in the apparent
differences of meditation. That is: "Stopping the minds from attention to external objects and
events that are causing distress because to achieve to a superior knowledge." In general, the
relation between Egoistic spiritual experience and meditation from the perspective of the view
is that the nature of this experience can be seen at the end of meditation; if the nature of
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Egoistic spiritual experience is inner awareness of the features and capabilities of the inner
person, meditate is autonomously following the inner world to achieve superior knowledge.
So the superior and excellence aware that an individual will achieve only in the inner world is
the purpose of meditation and it is the existential experience - spiritual egoism.

So we can conclude that Egoistic spiritual experience is a humanitarian effort in hopes of
attracting the enjoyment of religious-mystical experiences. Egoistic spiritual experience is a
kind of moving in order to achieve a consistent experience with religious-mystical
experiences, but in its opposite. This kind of experience that is concluded from pleasure and
comes from the problems of contemporary man is based on the vision of modernity focusing
on Yoga and Meditation. This is poses two important points: first, a new meaning of
spirituality in the twentieth century as spirituality combined in this word to discover unknown
dimensions. Second, the nature of this knowledge is completely autonomous. That is, trying
to experience it completely out of the frame of mind by every human being and understanding
based on desires and works influenced by it.

Keywords: spiritual experiencet self-consciousness¢ inner- knowledge¢ yoga¢ meditation
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A Quranic-Mystical Definition of the Term “Ahadiat”

Mahdi Motia®
Somayeh Naderi**

Abstract

The aim of this study was to find a Quranic-mystical definition for “Ahadiat” (oneness). For
the Quranic part, it focuses on Tohid Sura, as the one that informs of the notion of Ahadiat,
which is at the apex of monotheism. This information comes in an impossibly simple form
through a negative structure different from usual demonstrations. Mysticism is a practice
whose fundamentals are also monotheistic and is rooted in the Quran. Therefore, this study
first follows Quranic implications of “Ahad” (the One) using a semantic approach (i.e.
through morphology, associate and succession relations, context) and by analyzing Islamic
narrations and interpretations. It then compares the results with definitions in mystical
tradition to illustrate the concept’s perceptual space. The Quran and Islamic narrations use
negative descriptions for Ahadiat: presence, names and attributes, need, disjunction-based
relationships, dissimilarity, similarity, and independence are all detached from this concept.
Similarly, in mysticism Ahadiat is a degree detached from presence, names and attributes,
divinity, relation, speech, and address. These detachments can be referred back to the
detachment of “relation”, as the Sura is an answer to the question of the relationship between
God and Being. This denial of relation should be defined together with the concept of
“Samadiat” (needlessness), which signifies the closeness of God with Being. However, even
“closeness” is unexpressive of the nature of this connection; it is so close that there remains
absolutely no space for “otherness” or “independence”. This is why “relation” is detached
from Ahadiat. The oneness of God with its creation has also been uncovered by pantheistic
mysticism through the theory of manifestation. But, are Ahadiat and “unity of God and
creation” really understandable? Ahadiat is, indeed, understandable, although it is used in an
indefinite form. God (Allah) is both “Ahad” (the One) and “Samad” (needless); thus, it is as if
the goal of being is oneness. Oneness is accessible, and only in oneness is oneness
understood. It is a different type of understanding, totally beyond reason. It is only realized in
“unity”. Both the Quran and Mysticism annunciate the possibility of unity with Ahadiat. This
unity is achieved through love. Samadiat implies perfect goodness and something that can be
loved, while Ahadiat is a degree beyond Samadiat, and therefore, even a loving relation is
unexpressive of it. In Mysticism, Allah has two manifestations: one is a product of the quality
of the recipient (the container) — the lover’s manifestation, and one emanates the quality itself
— the beloved’s manifestation. Human being is the only creature capable of love of God, and
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can acquire the capacity to understand Ahadiat through the beloved’s manifestations and
successive annihilations (unification with the beloved). In a sense, man’s existence is
transformed in the course of perfection and moving toward the absolute truth: not only God is
individualized in man, but also man is completely unified with God. In the latter, there is no
bifurcation of the lover and the beloved — all is the beloved. The Muhammadia truth, which is
the source of creation and worldly relations, is an example of this unity. It is seen that the
Sura begins with “Ghul” (say), and the Prophet “says” about Ahadiat. It is worth mentioning
that, this study implicitly shows that mystical knowledge is built on top of Quranic concepts.

Keywords: Ahad, Allah, Samad, Vahed (the Only), relation
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Proving Sadra's Ontological Configuration of God through the Theological Foundation
in Nahj al-Balaghah

Mahdi ImamiiJomeh*
Sepideh Razi**
Abstract

This study is an attempt to find one of the main sources of Mulla Sadra's Intellectual-
philosophical foundations. Mulla Sadra's ontology configuration, relying upon simplicity,
unity of right of reality, existence influence, etc. corresponds to the statements of Imam Ali
(PBUH) in the description of Allah , the Almighty, in Nahj al-Balaghah including such
features as absoluteness, non-numerical unity, negating dualism of God and the disjunction
from existences etc., in a way that the theology of Imam Ali (PBUH) may be regarded as one
of the main elements of the configuration of Shiite intellect as well as the basis of Mulla
Sadra's ontology. Therefore, the semantic and content structure of these two theological
systems - theology of Imam Ali (PBUH) and Mulla Sadra’s ontology - can be analyzed both in
terms of attributes and characteristics and in terms of principles and founding features. As an
example, one can refer to the Imam Ali’s (PBUH) statement regarding some of the above
principles in Nahj al-Balaghah two of which are shortly dealt with in the following:

e Unity of existence and nondisjunction of necessary bein from the possibilities

Unity of existence mainly emphasizes on simple and absolute existence and there is no
plurality in it. Imam Ali (PBUH) says in Nahj al-Balaghah: ¥ s-5 3% 5ie 5 05Ea Y o5 K aa
4554 “that there is none with whom He may keep company or whom He may miss in his
absence” (Nahj al-Balaghah, 1986, sermon 1).

In his book entitled “Asfar”, Mulla Sadra had made many remarks upon the non-separation of
existence and its unity as the main pillar of the philosophy of transcendental wisdom in a way

that in one his works says: . &,a1 5 28,1 lean L5925 Sla o 18 asly (ased (4555 b ool S924) 539290
Leim 31,81 5 Jlasil & 0 an €XiStence of every entity is unique and the degree of existence of
some of them is higher and nobler than other entities without any distinction or disjunction
between them (Mulla Sadra, 1984, 342/5).

Also in discussing the proof of the first cause and its non-separation from its effects that
whatever they have is from the first cause, he says:

0,50 5 ddall pomanadl e Cn ) 5 4l e dg Jobaodl 5 L el Lagie dladl 55 JI . Yolao g dle 5g250l»

e cplo s od Jlal ¥V dioy aod g ke 0shi JI Joleoll
Existence of cause and effect.....between these two true matters, there exists cause and effect
IS an aspect of cause aspects and causality and its influence which is called cause refers to its
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alteration and different aspects of finding himself rather than this point that effect has no
reality other than the reality of its originating cause and it is not separated from it. (ibibd,
299/2) therefore:

Negating dualism of God and God nondisjunction from existents in theology of Imam Ali
(PBUH)

i

Unity of Existance in Sadra’s Viewpoint

e Non-numerical unity of the reality of existence and God, the Almighty

In Nahj al-Balaghah, it is repeatedly discussed about the divine essence which is of non-
numerical unity and that He will not be described through numerical unity. Indeed, divine
oneness is not of a kind to be regarded as a numerical unity otherwise He will be bound with
restrictions.

“am ey ¥ g won oy W

He is not confined by limits (as deserving restriction is possible, not obligatory) nor counted
by numbers (because it is true unity and the secondary will not be imagined for Him) (Nahj
al-Balaghah, 1985, Sermon 228)

Also in another sermon, He says:

«ooe Jisto Y asY

He is One but not by the first in counting (true unity and unique and there cannot be imagined
the second for Him) (Ibid, Sermon 152, Motahhari, 2011, 16, 398)

Sadra, in describing non-numerical unity of the reality of existence, states:

3oL )ls a o5 D ils Y g o) 08 yme M lolaunl ¢ sLtVI G el sg2gll 5 4o w3l ¥ (gl g2 )l G po Jls 513 1>
5ol 3] acde lap M ad o> Y Le g asblacd 5 LI Lagie aodl oS 30 & 0 D6 Jad ¥ g &) > Y o) dale ¥
«ade oy Vg o> Y leo o Ll l3d gl (3 5 Lay e !

, that is, the essence of God is the sole essence that nothing is more perfect than it, and this
essence is the most indivisible and the most well-known of all entities; and, therefore, there is
no definition for it, and it has no external elements, and there is no quiddity for it, no genus
and no difference can be ascribed to it. Thus, it has no limitations because any limitation often
contains difference. Another reason for its having no limitations lies in its indivisibility and
that for which there exists no limitations has not any arguments, as the arguments and
limitations have boundaries in common (Mulla Sadra, 1981:42-43). Finally, it can be claimed
that having no elements, limitations, and arguments have caused essence, with regard to its
prevalence in all entities, to have a oneness other than numerical oneness.

From the above statements it can be concluded that:

Non-numerical oneness of God in the words of Imam Ali (PBUH) S the non-numerical
oneness on the statements of Mulla Sdara

When examining deeply the remaining words of Imam Ali (PBUH), which are prsently
available and rethinking the philosophical principles of Mulla Sadra, the close relationship
between these can be found. It can be obtained as the results of this hypothesis, as a general
consequence, is that the Islamic philosophers' thoughts, especially those of Mulla Sadra, have
their origins and roots in the statements of the Innocent. Perhaps one of the reasons of the
sustainability and long life of the main principles of Mulla Sadra, in spite of the passage of
several centuries after these principles have been stated, is the connection of these thoughts to
and their origins from the words of God and the Innocent. Even though we may not believe in
this connection, the basic similarities between these principles can be considered as a reason
for the right course of Mulla Sadra's thoughts. It should be noted that every statement, save
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that of the Innocent, has the possibility of being mistaken and fault, and those which are in
our mind are general ones. This is a strong reason that the philosophy of Islam is not the same
as the Greece or the Western philosophy. Finally, as a general and brief look, some of the
similarities between the principles of Mulla Sadra's philosophy and the statements of Imam
Ali (PBUH) have been mentioned:

e The essence of God is not definable S For essence; there is no definition, neither based
on limitation nor by demonstration

e Absoluteness view on God S Absoluteness of essence

e The unity of manifestation of God S Eternal manifestation of essence is the reality of its
secrecy

e The reality of the pluralism of the entities from the viewpoint of Nahj-o al-Balagha S The
reality of the objective world and the creatures while having the unity of the essence

e The unequalled presence of God in all entities < The accidental occurrence of existence to
quiddity

Keywords
God, reality of existence, unity, systematic ambiguity, self-manifestation
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The Semantic — Historical Distinction between Theology and Metaphysics in Avicenna’s
Philosophy*

Seyyed Mohammad Ali Dibaji*

Abstract

The title “metaphysics” was coined by the proponents of Lucium (the scientific- philosophical
school of Aristotle) for a collection of handwritten notes which Aristotle himself called it
“PROTE PHILOSOPHIA”. It has been paraphrased in two different ways; the first has had a
learning aspect while the second has had a ranking one. The semantic-historical question is
that whether Avicenna was on his previous position after knowing “Aims of Aristotle's
Metaphysics - Al-Farabi” or whether he accepted this term? And if not, what term and why
he has chosen instead? And finally, how would have been his point of view among other
following philosophers. The answer of the questions in summary is:

The “Adims of Aristotle's Metaphysics” which has been written by Al-Farabi, shows that the
meaning or aims of metaphysics has been vague in Bagdad school. The difference between
André Nikos, who has coined that term, and Nicolaus of Damascus shows the background of
this vagueness until the middle Platonism ,and even shows it until the last period of Aristotle-
Lucium school: André Nikos may have been coined the term metaphysics just for learning
aspect while Nicolaus of Damascus applied it for the ranking priority of meaning and also the
metaphysical terms.

Al-Farabi not only wanted to cast light onto the vagueness but also coined a new term to
redirect to metaphysics which its result was the first philosophy division into total knowledge
of God and God’s Knowledge which the former refers to general things and the latter refers to
Mofariqa’t. Avicenna, although found his book useful in justifying Aristotle’s aims, he has
not yet found the term metaphysics appropriate to show the content of the first philosophy
therefore, he evaluated “before physics” much better. He, however, accepted Al-Farabi’s
position due to the discussion over both meanings therefore, he came to the word “theology”
with the summing up between Al-Farabi and hi idea. He, then, applied the term instead of
metaphysics while he sometimes applied “the knowledge of God” but he did not consider it as
the synonym of theology.

In the history of philosophy, all philosophers, as the follower of Avecina, applied the word
theology instead of metaphysics except Bahmanyar who has used the term metaphysics
instead in the majority of his work such as Al-TAhsil; the term has been approved even by his
strict critics as Shahrestani and Al-GHazali applied it.

The influence of Avecina can be seen in Thomas Aquinas work such as “Summa theologiae”.
He , even,avoid the misunderstanding of the word by dividing it into existentialism, the first
philosophy and the knowledge of God in his Averroes age of philosophy; this
misunderstanding would be seen in Decart and Wolf as the effective critical philosopher of
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metaphysics where they discuss about the distinction between metaphysics and theology , or
the division of metaphysics into general and specific part. This distinction, however, was the
source of misunderstanding of theology as the mere knowledge of God, and still is there in the
contemporary philosophical literature .

Key words
metaphysics; theology; the knowledge of God; the history of philosophy; Avicenna; eastern
philosophy
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A Comparative Study of Man Creation in the Iranian and Mesopotamian Myths and
Religions

Hamid Kavyani Pooya*
Abstract
Myth or creation story is a symbolic narration in a culture and among people, which narrates
about the beginning of this world and emergence of people. Some features of these creation
myths are the same, there exist effective characters and a general plan in all of them. The
creation and the functions of such features have made significant forever changes in the
world. Therefore, the attitude towards creation in the primitive civilizations and the way
human assumed to whom his creation belonged were highly important. In addition, why
questions about the creation and other such issues which have been answered among the
primitive civilizations are significant too. Considering the believes about the creation among
the primitive Mesopotamian (Sumer and Babylon) and Iranian (Mazdean, Manicheism, and
Zurvani), it can be concluded that each of the ancient civilizations and religions considered a
philosophy for the way human being was created and its goals. Additionally, it is worth
mentioning that these believes stemmed from their environments, life-styles, and experiences.
For instance, in the Mazdean, this world was assumed to have a life-time and each of the
concrete created ones (such as, the sky, earth, water, etc.) were supposed to be created in
different stages of time. In the same religion, some event related to the world and creation (its
process and philosophy) belonged to devil forces and its interferences, and human being
accompanied with the concrete ones were assumed to be created by the goodness forces
(Ahouramazda) in order to comfort and repel evil. Thus, breeding and living a merry life in
this world were of the most important goals of creation. However, in the Manichaeism, since
being close to the Mesopotamian believes which were full of ravages, there existed an
inappropriate attitude towards the world and its creation. Following such believes, in
Manichaeism, the creation of human being was assumed as the result of an devilish
conspiracy which intended to captivate fairness in contrast to the Mazdean’s. The Mazdean
considered human body as being made of soil or plants that led breeding and living as absurd
concepts. This assumption was almost similar to the Mesopotamian people’s believes and
religions because, in some Mesopotamian narrations, human being was the result of wars
among Gods and emerged out of Devil Gods’ blood to serve them and let Gods free from
sufferings of labor.
According to the presented reasons and in response to the major question of why these
differences in those myths and religions exist, it is required to mention that such views
towards the processes and goals of human creation are considerable from different aspects.
Firstly, the attitudes of different nations depending on their places and periods which they
lived at, governments and conquering powers, and life-styles and economic conditions shape
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differently. Investigating Iranian ancient history, we can find that Iranians had a consistent
government over its one thousand two hundred years history (from the Median to the
emergence of Islam), and they experienced only four Iranian governmental series and one
short-period Aniranian one. As a consequence, the people of Iran have lived peaceful lives
without incursions. Clearly, the Mazdean who occupied most of the Iran’s population then,
assumed the world and life as favorable. They viewed that they and the concrete world were
created for God’s desire in order to have a convenient life. In contrast, nations like the
Mesopotamian the was placed in-between the incursions of different governments and
powers, lived a very suffering life. Then, they related their own affliction to the primitive
origin and assumed their goal of creation as being forced labors for Gods. Likewise, there
exist some similarities about the creation philosophy among the ancient nations and religions.
Some of these similarities were caused by the common experiences and similar environments
and life-styles of these people, and some other similarities were the consequences of adapted
believes. One of the similarities between the myths of Mazdean and Manichaeism
(Babylonian) was that the concrete creation was the result of the body of Gods (Kingo) or
Human Gods (Keyumars) and their combination with soil resulted in creation. In the
Babylonian myths, Gods’ blood integrated with soil that led to creation of human male and
female, and in the Mazdean myth, a part of Keyumars (his sperm) was integrated with the soil
and resulted in the first human couple on the world. We can consider similarities and
differences of creations in Mazdean, Manichaeism, and Mesopotamian from another
perspective. Therefore, in all these three religions, myths of this created world and concrete
creation were based on the bodies of the characters beyond human being, the only difference
was, in the Mazdean myths, this character was anti devil (Keyumars) and belonged to Gods in
the Gods’ side. However, in the Manichaeism and Mesopotamian (Bablyonian) myths, the
creation stemmed from the body of devilish Gods, or processed in the hands of demons out of
their own skin and flesh.

key words
creation of man, Iran, Mesopotamia, Mazdean, Manichaeism, Zurvani.
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A Civilizational Reading of Christian and Islamic Theology
with Emphasis on Monism and Pluralism

Masoud Motahari Nasab*
Alireza Agha Hosseini™*
Mojtaba Sepahi*™*

Abstract

How theology has influenced civilizations, the issue of theological basics in two monist and
pluralist aspects, as well as how it has influenced the orientations of Islamic and Western
civilizations are profound investigable issues. The civilization reading of Christian theology
and particularly Protestant theology versus Islamic theology, and specifically Islamic
traditionalism as well as influences of these two types of theology and their effects on the two
Islamic and Western civilizations in the postmodern era is the main problem of the present
study which is conducted with descriptive and comparative method.

Exclusivism, religious relativism, Religious Pluralism, inclusivism, is the branches of
Christian theology that has been civilizational reading. On the other hand, it is traditionalism,
relativism, and monotheism, Islamic theology that has been civilizational reading.

As the results indicted, in spite of the fact that there are monist and pluralist aspects in both
theologies, pluralism is dominant in Christian theology and monism is prevalent in Islamic
theology. Since Renaissance, Christian theology has faced pluralism and by Christianity’s
ideologiation, religious pluralism has played the role of legitimation in the advent of
postmodernism.

On the other hand, Islamic theology has been based on monist attitudes from the beginning. In
fact, despite the advent of traditionalism and intellectualism, it has kept its monist nature.
Eventually, based on the issues discussed in this paper, Islamic civilization and Western
civilization, at the level of ontological foundations, have very few points of interaction and
dialogue, but at the level of methodology and epistemology, Islamic civilization is the relative
ability of dialogue and interaction with other civilizations.

Keywords: Western civilization, Islamic civilization, Theology, Monism, Pluralism
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