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Whole-rock chemistry of isotropic gabbros from the
Kermanshah ophiolite: Evidence for petrological and source
region characteristics of ophiolitic and its tectonic setting
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Department of Geology, Faculty of Sciences, Bu-Ali Sina University, Hamedan, Iran

Abstract

The isotropic gabbros of the Kermanshah ophiolite are mainly represented by, gabbro,
leucogabbro, olivine gabbro, gabbronorite, olivine gabbronorite and Troctolite. The
gabbros are medium grained with euhedral to subhedral plagioclase, subhedral
orthopyroxenes and clinopyroxenes, olivine together with rare amphiboles. The gabbros
are characterized by high contents of MgO and CaO and low TiO», K>0, P20s, Zr, and
Y. The geochemical signatures of the gabbros indicates high Mg tholeiitic affinity for
the protolith, with magma generation in island arc-setting. N-MORB and primitive
mantle normalized multielement patterns of the gabbros show flat patterns for HFS-
elements and depletion in (P, Zr, Sm, Ti, and Y) and enrichment of LIL-elements (Ba,
Rb, K, Th, and Sr) with negative Nb anomalies suggesting involvement of subduction
component in the depleted mantle source and formation in a supra-subduction zone
tectonic setting. REEs exhibiting flat to slightly depleted LREE patterns, geochemically
similar to island arc tholeiites. In general, isotropic gabbros have transitional
characteristics between mid-ocean ridge basalt and island-arc tholeiite on discrimination
tectonomagmatic diagrams. It is therefore proposed that these gabbros may have
originated in a back-arc basin tectonic setting.

Key words: isotropic gabbro, back arc basin, suprasubduction zone, Kermanshah
Ophiolite, Main Zagros Thrust Zone
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Sample No. Rock type GPS locations Sample No. Rock type GPS locations

N2 Troctolites N47°56'32.9" E34°10 51 N5 Olivine gabbros N47°56'48.9" E34° 11 03.9"
N7 Gabbros N47°56'54.5" E34°11'04.8" N8 Olivine gabbros N47°56'49.1" E34°1110.2
N24 Troctolites N47°54'21.9° E34°1309.3" N31 Olivine gabbros N 47°54'36.5" E34°12'404"
N35 Troctolites N47°52'43.8" E34°13'01.1" N40 Gabbros N47°52'49.0" E34° 13 064
N42 Gabbro norites N47°54'15.1" E34°11'402" N44 Olivine gabbronorites N 47° 54'25.7" E34°11'46.4"
N65 Olivine gabbronorites N 47°51'32.9" E34°13'30.5"  S10 Gabbros N47°40'47.3" E34°24 36.1"
S16 Gabbros N47°38 273" E34°23449  S20,S21 Gabbros N47°40'1.8° E34°24'308

91,2 oltile S cd gl g gl (slwg 5 Bu S 5 slaasges 1 ICP-MS () 4 plooed 4y i slmosls -V oo

(Sl PP s 32 SlaS 5 (08 sloyaie Slsl 8 5 (S w0 Al p ol slaraie wS)

Sample No. S21  Ne65 N42 S16 S20 N44 N2 S10 N40 N35 N24 N31 N8 N7 NS
SiO, 40.87 40.97 41.65 4463 4478 4550 4597 46.61 47.19 4746 47.54 48.51 48.81 49.88 50.01
AL O3 24.14 1249 1229 31.54 31.0 20.05 27.08 20.95 1595 22.69 2221 1948 18.78 8.08 18.31
Fe,03 058 785 8.10 1.19 1.13 512 263 264 970 413 542 422 425 486 4.05
MnO 0.02 0.12 0.12 0.01 0.0l 008 004 005 011 0.06 0.08 0.07 0.07 0.10 0.07
MgO 4.86 2225 22.56 222 253 1202 621 824 1008 809 1045 929 1093 14.15 9.09
CaO 22.63  8.17 737 1438 1591 11.81 14.62 1582 13.57 1143 10.01 14.61 1448 1833 14.46
Na,O 0.06 0.8 1.26 2.25 163 186 1.75 1.83 208 3.02 290 2.03 1.76 149 237
K,;O 0.01  0.03 0.03 0.06 0.03 004 004 008 008 0.09 0.04 0.11 0.07 0.1  0.07
P,0s 0.01  0.03 0.03 0.01 0.0l 004 002 001 003 0.02 0.02  0.02 0.01 0.03 0.01
Cr,0; 0.01  0.07 0.22 0.01 003 008 008 006 006 0.03 0.01 0.13 021 041 0.08
TiO, 0.03 0.19 0.26 0.04 004 034 012 011 1.02 021 0.08 0.28 0.18 05 0.17
LOI 6.02 7.16 6.11 3.08 248 219 092 308 024 211 1.34  0.76 047 141 0.72
Sum 99.2 100.3 100.12  99.44 99.6 9921  99.5 99.54 99.69 99.43 100.16 99.58 100.08 99.46 99.48
Nb 0.05  0.07 0.25 0.05 005 0.18 0.14 005 005 0.07 0.05  0.07 005 036 0.05
Zr 312 731  23.03 3.15 331 2243 896 423 2060 9.67 411 1291 748 2250 553
Y 1.18  2.06 5.92 1.19 1.34 10.13 272 2.63 1443 3.10 1.84 625 449 1433 443
Sr 1119 1425 8795 2431 1933 1255 199.1 227.1 277.7 2793 207.8 318.6 1422 9281 1643
Ta <0.01 <0.01 0.02 <001 <0.01 0.02 0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 0.0l <0.01 0.04 <0.01
U <0.01 <0.01 0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 0.04 <0.01
\4 110.0 110.0 110.0 110.0 1100 110.0 110.0 110.0 4398 110.0 110.0 110.0 110.0 330.0 220.0
Rb <0.5 <05 0.62 0.51 <05 055 1.06 147 <05 130 <0.5 0.86 059 1.54 1.65
Th 0.03 004 0.04 0.03 0.03 004 004 003 003 0.03 0.03  0.04 0.03 033 0.03
Ba <l 1035 3.98 4.90 562 411 3.60 470 32.09 848 5.05 31.53 8.61 2449 740
Cs <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <01 <0.1 014 <01 0.14 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 147 <0.1
La 0.04 051 0.43 0.07 006 070 024 023 083 081 035 1.12 038 1.10 038
Ce 0.08 1.10 1.34 0.14 0.16 241 070 086 3.19 2.01 0.70  0.60 094 3.03 081
Pr 0.01 0.16 0.25 0.02 002 045 013 004 076 033 0.11 047 0.19 064 0.14
Nd 0.05 0.84 1.45 0.10 011 276 073 032 470 150 046 237 1.05 360 0.78
Sm 0.02 026 0.51 0.04 0.04 100 028 020 181 043 0.11  0.82 038 142 037
Eu 0.07 0.18 0.27 0.09 0.10 048 027 0.15 089 042 033 042 03 057 030
Gd 0.03 0.36 0.84 0.04 007 138 038 033 252 048 012 1.12 0.67 198  0.65
Tb 0.06  0.05 0.15 0.01 009 026 007 008 046 0.08 0.02 0.19 012 039 0.11
Dy 0.03 038 0.97 0.03 006 169 046 050 3.05 0.56 0.13  1.10 0.81 2.63 0.76
Ho 0.01  0.08 0.20 0.01 001 038 009 0.11 062 0.11 0.03 0.24 0.16 054 0.16
Er 0.02 023 0.60 0.02 003 101 025 025 152 030 0.08  0.63 041 137 041
Tm 0.06  0.04 0.09  <0.06 006 0.15 004 003 020 0.05 0.01  0.08 0.06 0.19 0.06
Yb 0.02 020 0.56 0.02 003 094 021 023 121 028 0.08 0.51 038 122 038
Lu <0.005  0.03 0.08 <0.005 <0.005 0.14 0.03 0.03 0.18 0.04 0.01  0.08 0.06 0.17 0.06
Hf <0.01 0.14 0.53  <0.01 002 065 017 006 106 022 0.04 0.38 0.18 072  0.14
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Pl: plagioclase; Cpx: clinopyroxene; Opx: ) oliils,S cdgdl Cg,gnl slognld o LK slo S5 -V Jouo

orthopyroxene; Ol: olivine; Amph: amphibole; Cr-sp: Cr-spinel; Op: opaque minerals; Serp: serpentine; Chl:

(chlorite; Fe-Ti ox: Fe-Ti oxides; Sau: saussurite; act: actinolite; tre: Tremolite; (): rare occurrence.

Rock type Rock texture Modal composition (%)  Alteration degree Alteration minerals
Gabbros Granular PL. 65-70; Cpx 20-25;Low-moderate Chl; and Fe-Ti Oxides; (Serp); Amph. (act.
Poiklitic Opx 4-5; tre.) and clay minerals.
Ol. 1-2 and Amph. 1-2
Olivine gabbros  Granular PL.  60-65; Cpx 15-20;moderate (Serp); act; and clay min.
Poiklitic 01 5-10;
Opx 0-5; and Amph. <5
Gabbro norites Granular PIL. 50-55; Cpx 25-30; moderate Chl; and Fe-Ti Oxides; (Serp); Amph. (act.
Poiklitic Opx 10-15; and Amph. tre.) and clay minerals.
<5
Olivine Granular PI. 45-50; Cpx 30-35; moderate (Serp); act; and clay min.
gabbronorites Poiklitic Ol. 1015 and Opx 7-8
Troctolites Granular PIL. 70-75; OL. 20-25 moderate Chl; Sau; act; tre; (Serp)
Poiklitic and Cpx 5 and Fe-ox
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