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Extended Abstract

Jalal Al-e Ahmad (1923-1969) stands as a prominent critical voice in the modern cultural and literary
landscape of Iran; combining narrative creativity with socio-critical consciousness, his works reflect a deep
intellectual concern for the issues of his society. Despite more than five decades passing since his demise, his
ideas and perspectives retain a tangible impact on the Iranian cultural and social spheres. Al-e Ahmad is
widely known for his seminal work Gharbzadegi (Occidentosis), in which he critiques manifestations of
Western influence and defends Eastern identity, with a particular focus on cultural transformations in modern
Iran. First published in 1962 AD, the present study relies on the 1403 AH (2024 AD) edition published by
Amirkabir Publishing House. Gharbzadegi was translated into Arabic by Ibrahim Al-Desouki Sheta, a
professor at the Faculty of Arts, Cairo University, in 1997, under the auspices of the National Project for
Translation. The book is characterized by a style that bridges critical intellectual discourse and a wealth of
idiomatic and colloquial expressions carrying deep cultural connotations, rendering its translation into Arabic
a formidable challenge regarding the transfer of its cultural dimensions.

Adopting a descriptive-analytical approach, this study investigates the strategies employed for
transferring cultural elements in the Arabic translation of Gharbzadegi in light of David Katan’s theory.
Katan is a professor of English Linguistics and Translation Studies at the University of Salento, Italy, with
research interests spanning translation theories, cultural translation, and tourism translation. His influential
book, Translating Cultures: An Introduction for Translators, Interpreters and Mediators (first published in
1999 with subsequent editions), serves as a core reference in the field, conceptualizing culture as the
framework guiding human perception of reality. Accordingly, Katan views translation not merely as a
linguistic transfer, but as an act of cultural mediation between two distinct cultures, enabling translators to
identify and accurately render cultural nuances. Katan’s framework is particularly well-suited for analyzing
the Arabic translation of Gharbzadegi as it facilitates the examination of how the translator handled cultural
items from the Persian source text when rendering them into Arabic. Katan outlines six logical levels
organizing cultural information within a text -namely, Environment, Behaviour,
Capabilities/Strategies/Skills, Values, Beliefs, and Identity- and proposes three major mechanisms for
transferring cultural elements: Generalization, Deletion, and Distortion. Research samples were selected
using purposive-normative sampling following an exhaustive comparative reading of both source and target
texts; the selection was restricted to explicit culture-bound items classifiable within Katan’s six levels,
ensuring representativeness and contextual clarity. These samples were subsequently analyzed to uncover
how cultural elements were handled in the Arabic translation. Based on these criteria, the sample comprised
forty-six cultural items to address the two research questions: 1) What are the most frequently occurring
cultural elements in the Arabic translation of Gharbzadegi according to Katan’s six levels? And 2) What is
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the impact of cultural transfer mechanisms (Generalization, Deletion, and Distortion) in preserving the
cultural characteristics of the source text upon translation into Arabic?

Following an examination of the Arabic translation of Jalal Al-e Ahmad’s Gharbzadegi based on David
Katan’s theory, the study yields several key findings:

The tracking of cultural elements in the text revealed that Environment ranked first, followed by
Behaviour and Capabilities/Strategies/Skills, then Identity and Beliefs, while Values appeared least
frequently. This distribution reflects the inherent nature of Al-e Ahmad’s work; rather than discussing the
crisis of Western dependency as abstract, reality-detached concepts, he embodied it through material
manifestations and daily practices -manifested in the high density of Environment and Behaviour elements-
whereas Values were limited to rare instances expressing generalized, directly transferable concepts.

Regarding the translator’s approach to these elements, distinct strategies were applied to each category:
The translator relied primarily on an intertwined mechanism of Generalization and Deletion when translating
items categorized under Identity, Capabilities/Strategies/Skills, and Beliefs. This was prompted occasionally
by the unavailability of exact equivalents, and at other times by the deliberate avoidance of available Arabic
equivalents to prevent complicating the historical context for the target reader. Regarding Environment and
Behaviour, the strategy of Distortion tied in frequency with the combined use of Generalization and
Deletion, as the translator resorted to words close in meaning or shifted from the original sense when a
matching target-language alternative was unavailable. Thus, it becomes evident that the translator’s choices
were far from random; rather, they varied according to the nature of each element and its translation
difficulty.

Furthermore, the findings indicate that the translator adopted a pragmatic approach aimed at facilitating
the text and rendering it comprehensible to the Arab reader. While this choice secured textual fluency, it
simultaneously diminished the sharp popular tone, critical edge, and cultural specificity that characterized
Jalal Al-e Ahmad’s writing style.

The fundamental conclusion of this research highlights the critical importance of awareness regarding the
compatibility between the source text style and the target linguistic equivalent. Such alignment ensures the
preservation of the text’s cultural identity during its journey from Persian to Arabic, preventing translation
from sliding into abstraction that compromises the specificity of the discourse. Ultimately, translation
remains an act of reconstructing cultural reality within a new linguistic space, necessitating a precise balance
between preserving the original meaning and meeting the demands of the target language.

Keywords: Translation Act, Transfer of Cultural Elements, David Katan’s Theory, Gharbzadegi
(Occidentosis), Jalal Al-e-Ahmad.
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