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Extended Abstract

Pragmatics is considered one of the most prominent contemporary linguistic approaches devoted to
examining the relationship between the speaker and the addressee, as well as analyzing the
underlying intentions of discourse within its actual context. Among the cornerstone pragmatic
frameworks is the Cooperative Principle (CP), formulated by the philosopher of language Paul
Grice, which posits that successful communication necessitates the cooperation of interlocutors to
achieve mutual understanding. Grice delineates this cooperation through four conversational
maxims: the Maxim of Quantity, the Maxim of Quality, the Maxim of Relation (Relevance), and the
Maxim of Manner. Adherence to or flouting/violating these maxims generates implicit meanings
known as conversational implicatures—a foundational concept that has significantly advanced
modern pragmatic studies.

Analyzing dialogic discourse in the narrative of Prophet Moses (peace be upon him) represents a
vital avenue for uncovering the pragmatic and communicative mechanisms embedded in the Holy
Qur’an, as this story is among the richest Qur’anic narratives in terms of structural dialogic
multiplicity and diverse communicative contexts. Employing a descriptive-analytical approach, this
study investigates the dialogues in the narrative of Moses (PBUH) in light of Paul Grice’s
Cooperative Principle through an analysis of his interactions with God Almighty, Pharaoh, the
magicians, the Children of Israel, and Al-Khidr. The study aims to identify instances of adherence
to the cooperative maxims or their deliberate non-observance (flouting/violation), along with the
resulting implicit meanings and conversational implicatures.

Given the theoretical significance of Grice’s framework in unveiling contextual dimensions and
latent meanings, this research analyzes the dialogues within the narrative of Prophet Moses (PBUH)
to delineate the nature of dialogic structures in the Qur’anic text, evaluate the degree of
interlocutors’ adherence to or departure from cooperative maxims, and identify the resulting
pragmatic significations and communicative functions. Furthermore, it highlights how the Holy
Qur’an utilizes dialogue as an instrument of persuasion, guidance, and rhetorical impact, while
explicating the rhetorical and intellectual dimensions manifest in these exchanges. To this end, the
study addresses the following two research questions:

1) How do Paul Grice’s cooperative maxims manifest in the dialogues of Prophet Moses’
narrative, and what is their role in constructing meaning and achieving successful communication?

2) What pragmatic connotations and conversational implicatures arise from observing or
flouting Grice’s maxims within these dialogues?

The research adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology by collecting representative dialogic
excerpts from the Qur’anic verses concerning Moses (PBUH) and subjecting them to pragmatic
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analysis under Gricean maxims to unveil their semantic and communicative functions. It is
anticipated that this study will demonstrate the efficacy of modern pragmatic methodologies in
analyzing Qur’anic texts and highlight the profound communicative and semantic richness
embedded in Qur’anic dialogue.

The findings reveal that the Maxim of Quantity is realized in Moses’ (PBUH) dialogues by
providing an optimal amount of information commensurate with contextual demands, without
excess or deficit. Instances where answers exceed the literal scope of the query do not constitute a
failure of cooperation; rather, they are pragmatically interpreted as purposeful expansions serving
communicative and rhetorical ends, generating additional contextually derived meanings.

Regarding the Maxim of Quality, the discourse exhibits truthfulness, clarity, and correspondence
to reality in Moses’ (PBUH) utterances. Conversely, utterances of other interlocutors—notably
Pharaoh and occasionally the Children of Israel—manifest denial, evasion, and disputation,
pragmatically understood as departures from this maxim to delineate their psychological and
ideological stances within the Qur’anic narrative.

The study also demonstrates that the Maxim of Relation fosters thematic coherence among
interlocutors; Moses’ (PBUH) responses align consistently with the discourse topic and
communicative goal. Although certain responses appear superficially indirect or tangential to the
initial question, contextual analysis indicates they are deliberate, pragmatic shifts toward more
contextually relevant or rhetorically imperative matters.

Furthermore, the Maxim of Manner is reflected in clarity of expression, structured arguments,
and contextual register selection, which effectively serve instructional, pedagogical, and persuasive
functions while mitigating ambiguity and misinterpretation.

Additionally, departures from cooperative maxims do not inherently signal communicative
breakdown; rather, they function as pragmatic tools for generating conversational implicatures
derived from context and situational cues. The analysis indicates that these implicatures serve
multiple rhetorical and pedagogical functions, including strengthening arguments, reinforcing
persuasion, alerting, admonishing, and accentuating ideological contrasts among characters.

Consequently, the findings confirm that Grice’s Cooperative Principle provides an effective
pragmatic framework for analyzing Qur’anic dialogue when accounting for the specificities of the
sacred text and its theological-rhetorical aims. The interplay between cooperative maxims and
conversational implicatures illuminates the rhetorical precision and pragmatic organization in the
story of Moses (PBUH), underscoring that meaning in Qur’anic discourse is not derived solely from
lexical semantics, but from dynamic interaction with context, situational requirements, and
overarching communicative objectives.

Keywords: The Holy Qur’an, Discourse Analysis, Cooperative Principle, Paul Grice, Story of
Moses (Peace Be Upon Him), Qur’anic Dialogues.
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