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Extended Abstract

Second language acquisition (SLA) theories provide important theoretical frameworks for understanding
how learners acquire and develop proficiency in a new language. Among the influential theories in this field
is Stephen Krashen’ s theory of second language acquisition, which consists of five interrelated hypotheses:
the Acquisition-Learning Hypothesis, the Monitor Hypothesis, the Natural Order Hypothesis, the Input
Hypothesis, and the Affective Filter Hypothesis. These hypotheses emphasize the distinction between
conscious learning and subconscious acquisition, the role of comprehensible input, the natural development
of linguistic structures, the limited role of conscious monitoring, and the influence of affective factors on
language acquisition. Accordingly, evaluating language textbooks from the perspective of SLA theories can
provide valuable insights into the extent to which instructional materials are compatible with contemporary
principles of language acquisition.

The present study aims to evaluate the extent to which the five hypotheses of Krashen’ s theory are
represented in Al-Arabiyyah Bayna Yadayk, a widely used Arabic language textbook series designed for non-
native speakers of Arabic. More specifically, the study seeks to identify the frequency and proportion of each
of Krashen’ s five hypotheses in the selected instructional materials, determine which hypotheses receive
greater or lesser attention, and examine the distribution of these components across the four volumes of the
series. The study also attempts to identify the strengths and limitations of the textbook series from the
perspective of Krashen’ s theory. The study employed a descriptive-analytical approach using a mixed-
method content analysis. The research population consisted of the four volumes of Al-Arabiyyah Bayna
Yadayk. To ensure representation of the different levels of the series, twelve lessons were selected randomly,
with three lessons drawn from each volume. The selected lessons were examined in terms of their texts,
activities, exercises, and instructional components, and the identified instances were classified according to
the five hypotheses of Krashen’ s theory.

For the quantitative analysis, the frequency and percentage of the indicators associated with each
hypothesis were calculated. In addition, statistical procedures were employed to examine differences in the
representation of the components across the volumes. These procedures included the paired-samples T-test,
one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA), and Pearson correlation coefficient. Shannon entropy and
coefficient of variation were also used to examine the distribution and degree of variation among the
components. For the qualitative analysis, the identified indicators were examined in their instructional
context in order to determine how each hypothesis was reflected in the content and activities of the textbook
series. The validity of the coding instrument was evaluated by specialists in applied linguistics and Arabic
language education, while its reliability was established through statistical analysis. The obtained Cronbach
> s alpha coefficient of 0.87 indicates a satisfactory level of internal consistency.
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The findings revealed that all five hypotheses of Krashen’ s theory were represented in Al-Arabiyyah
Bayna Yadayk, although their degree of representation varied considerably. A total of 1,045 indicators were
identified across the analyzed materials. The Acquisition-Learning Hypothesis had the highest frequency,
with 377 indicators (36.1%), followed by the Input Hypothesis, which accounted for 338 indicators (32.3%).
The Monitor Hypothesis ranked third with 142 indicators (13.6%), while the Natural Order Hypothesis was
represented by 137 indicators (13.1%). The Affective Filter Hypothesis had the lowest frequency, with only
51 indicators (4.9%). These findings indicate a considerable imbalance in the representation of the five
components.

In particular, the Acquisition-Learning and Input Hypotheses constituted the dominant components of the
series, whereas affective factors received substantially less attention. The two dominant components together
accounted for more than two-thirds of all identified indicators, suggesting that the instructional content
places greater emphasis on cognitive and linguistic aspects of learning and on the presentation and use of
comprehensible input. The distribution of indicators also differed across the four volumes. The first volume
contained 271 indicators, the second 340, the third 219, and the fourth 215. The first volume was
characterized by a relatively high representation of the Acquisition-Learning Hypothesis. The second volume
demonstrated greater representation of several components, including Input, Monitor, Natural Order, and
Affective Filter. In the third and fourth volumes, the Input Hypothesis became the most prominent
component, although the proportion of Acquisition-Learning indicators remained relatively high. Overall, the
second volume demonstrated comparatively greater diversity in the representation of Krashen’ s
components, whereas the Affective Filter Hypothesis remained the least represented, particularly in the later
volumes.

The study concludes that Al-Arabiyyah Bayna Yadayk demonstrates a considerable degree of
compatibility with Krashen’ s theory, as all five hypotheses are represented in the analyzed materials.
Nevertheless, the distribution of these components is markedly uneven. The Acquisition-Learning and Input
Hypotheses occupy dominant positions, while the Affective Filter Hypothesis receives the least attention.
The findings therefore indicate that the series has notable strengths in providing linguistic input and
supporting learning processes, but its affective dimension could be developed further. The results may be
useful for Arabic language textbook designers, curriculum developers, and teachers of Arabic as a second or
foreign language. Greater attention to affective factors, together with maintaining the strong provision of
comprehensible input, may contribute to the development of instructional materials that more
comprehensively reflect principles of second language acquisition. Future research may also compare the
effectiveness of the existing series with revised materials explicitly designed according to Krashen’ s
principles and may examine the series from the perspective of other theories of language learning and
acquisition.
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Evaluation; Comprehensible Input; Affective Filter; Arabic Language Teaching.
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1. ANOVA
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2. Principles and Practice in Second Language Acquisition, 1982
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1. Acquisition—Learning Hypothesis
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1. Monitor Hypothesis
2. Input Hypothesis
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1. Natural Order Hypothesis
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1. Affective Filter Hypothesis
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