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Extended Abstract

Contemporary Arab political poetry is one of the most important areas of reflection on social and political
issues in the Arab world. Among them, Ahmed Matar has a special place as a protest and critical poet. Her
poetry, with its frank language, sharp humor, and use of vivid images and symbols, criticizes power
structures and methods of governance, revealing the deep gap between rulers and the people. The poem "The
Closing Statement of the Arab Summit" is one of the most prominent examples of Ahmed Matar's political
poetry, in which the poet, inspired by the official language of political statements, depicts the ineffectiveness
of Arab meetings and conferences. This ode shows how the final statements, instead of solving the problems
of nations, have become a repetition of promises, secrecy, and protection of the interests of power. The main
issue of this research is to examine the way in which Ahmad Matar conveys his protest message using
linguistic signs, metaphorical images, repetitions, and musical structure. The aim of the study is to show how
semiotic analysis can help to understand this ode more deeply and reveal hidden layers of meaning, political
critique, and the poet's critical perspective.

This research is conducted with a descriptive-analytical approach and based on semiotic analysis of the
poem's text. The research method is based on a careful reading of the ode and an examination of linguistic,
rhetorical, and semantic signs. Within this framework, various elements of the text, including the title of the
ode, key words, poetic imagery, temporal and spatial structure, and the music of the poem, have been
examined. The main focus of the analysis is on how each of these elements together form a network of
meaning and reinforce the poet's critical message. In particular, the role of repetition, metaphor, semantic
contrasts, and musical devices in conveying a sense of protest, anger, and irony is examined. This method
allows poetry to be read not just as a literary text, but as a meaningful text related to socio-political reality.

A study of the poem shows that the title “The Closing Statement of the Arab Summit” plays an important
role in guiding the reader. This title, which in the official political environment signifies a conclusion and
decision-making, is used ironically in the text of the poem and has become a symbol of the futility,
repetition, and ineffectiveness of political meetings. Time in this ode has a repetitive nature; it is as if the
political history of the Arab world is caught in a closed cycle in which meetings and statements are repeated
one after another, but they do not bring any tangible results to the people. This repetition of time reinforces
the sense of despair and political deadlock. The place is also often limited to closed and formal spaces;
places that symbolize the separation of rulers from the people. The conference halls are contrasted with the
suffering and reality of the lives of nations, and this contrast makes the poet's critical message more vivid.
On a linguistic level, the repetition of the phrase “They are not of us” is one of the most important elements
of the text. This repetition draws a clear boundary between the people and the rulers and shows that the poet
considers the rulers to be alien to the nation. The poet uses metaphor to create clear and understandable
images that refer to the exploitation, humiliation, and victimization of nations. The music of the poem also
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plays a key role in conveying meaning. The use of phonetic repetition, puns, and alliteration creates a
striking melody that harmonizes with the protest atmosphere of the text and enhances the poem's emotional
impact on the reader. In addition, the results of the research show that the application of semiotic analysis in
examining Ahmad Matar's poetry provides the possibility of understanding the deep connection between the
language of poetry and political reality. The symbols used in the ode not only reflect the political conditions
of the poet's time, but are also organized in such a way that they invite the audience to actively participate in
understanding the meaning and making judgments about the current situation. This feature allows the reader
to move out of the passive receiver mode and play a conscious role in the process of interpretation and
criticism.

The present study also shows that repetition at the level of vocabulary, structure, and meaning is not
simply a literary technique, but rather a purposeful tool to demonstrate historical deadlock and the
continuation of political inefficiency. From this perspective, Ahmad Matar's poetry becomes a medium for
recording collective memory; A memory that holds failures, betrayals, and suppressed hopes.

On the other hand, an examination of this poem shows that simple language and understandable images
play an important role in the effectiveness of the protest message. The poet consciously avoids linguistic
complexities so that his message is understandable to a wide range of audiences. Thus, this research
emphasizes that Ahmad Matar's political poetry not only has literary value, but is also an effective tool for
raising awareness, criticizing power, and strengthening the spirit of protest in society.

The results of the research show that semiotic analysis can be an effective tool for better understanding
political poetry. The poem "The Closing Statement of the Arab Summit" contains a coherent set of signs, all
of which serve to criticize the power structure and expose the inefficiency of Arab political systems. This
research shows that Ahmad Matar's poetry is not simply an expression of personal feelings, but rather a
conscious and purposeful text that, in simple but effective language, calls on the audience to reflect and
rethink political reality. Therefore, his poetry can be considered, in addition to a literary work, a critical and
informative text that plays an important role in awakening the collective conscience.
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