Journal of Endowment & Charity Studies
E-ISSN: 3115-7475

Vol .4, Issue.2, No.8, 2026, pp 209-236
Received: 31/05/2026

Last Revised: 22/09/2026

Accepted: 05/10/2026

https://ecs.ui.ac.ir/?lang=en

Conceptual Paper
Theoretical and Conceptual Effort to Provide an Analytical Framework in the Field of
Institutionalized Charitable Activities in Iran

Jamshid Mirzaei”
Visiting Professor, Department of Social Studies, Zeinbieh Campus, Farhangian University of Tehran Province, Tehran, Iran
jamshid.mirzaei@ut.ac.ir

Gholamreza Ghaffary
Professor, Department of Sociology, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran
Ghaffary@ut.ac.ir

Sara Shariati Mazinani
Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran
smazinani@ut.ac.ir

Introduction

Throughout history, across centuries and eras, Iranians have engaged in public-benefit and charitable activities
individually or in groups, and good and social acts of charity have always been welcomed and supported. However, the
historical reality is that in the past and for centuries, due to political, legal, and historical reasons, charitable activities,
partnerships, and charitable actions (whether individual or group) have taken an informal form. That is, charitable
activities and charity activists have not been institutionalized, registered, made official, certified, or given legal
personality, nor have they taken the form of associations, institutions, or organizations. In other words, they have been
in a non-institutional form. In this research, while examining the historical sociology of charity and charitable activities
in Iran, we reach the main and central topic of the article, and we want to conceptualize the situations of charity in Iran
and achieve an analytical framework regarding institutionalized charity activity in Iran. The “central question” that the
authors seek to answer, the problem of the present research, is: How has the process of institutionalization of charitable
activities in Iran been formed, and what different patterns of institutionalized charity can be identified?

Methodology

In terms of research methodology, in the present study, we have used a combination of several research methods,
techniques, and approaches (historical sociology method, interrogative research strategy, and Max Weber's concept of
ideal type). Primarily, we have used the "historical sociology" method. In this approach, our glasses and lenses are
sociological, and our raw materials (data) are historical. Another important issue, considering the nature and objectives
of the present study (patterning and formulating the status of good deeds in Iranian history) as well as the questions
raised, is that the "interrogative" strategy is appropriate and consistent with the present study. Unlike other strategies,
the "interrogative strategy" is specific to the social sciences. Another important point that can help this study in terms of
methodological richness is the use of the concept of ideal type or the ideal type of the German sociologist Max Weber.
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Findings
In this section, the research findings are presented in two parts:

A: brief historical review of charitable activities in Iran

The meaning of “institutionalized charity" is that when the charitable activities of individuals are registered and
institutionalized by compiling regulations and statutes and in the form of an organization or association, they acquire
legal personality, legitimacy, and prestige, and can build trust in public opinion. Institutionalization means registering,
organizing, formalizing, acquiring legal personality, obtaining a certificate of identity for a charitable association and
institution, and operating within the framework of the country's laws and regulations. With these facts, it can be said
that the implementation of such activities in an organized, formal, and methodical manner in the form of registered civil
organizations and popular and non-governmental charitable institutions in our country has a history of more than a
century (about one hundred and ten years).

B: Towards an analytical framework for institutionalized charitable activities; a hand to give, a language to demand
and criticize

One of the main criticisms that is leveled at civil and volunteer organizations in general and charities in particular is
that they only think about providing aid, assistance, giving, and distribution and do not do much (criticism and demand)
for the state institution, and their work not only does not pose a challenge to the state, but they also face encouragement
from the state. Now, by considering two variables: a) Possibility/refusal of institutionalized action and participation in
charitable activities and b) Presence/absence of a language for criticism and demand, four different situations can be
formulated:

1. “Condemnation and refusal” of institutional action and participation in charitable activity, “without a language for
demanding and criticizing” towards the evasion of government responsibility;

2. “Propaganda and possibility” of institutional action and participation in charitable activity, “without a language
for demanding and criticizing” towards the evasion of government responsibility;

3. “Condemnation and refusal” of institutional action and participation in charitable activity, “along with a language
for demanding and criticizing” towards the evasion of government responsibility;

4. “Propaganda and possibility” of institutional action and participation in charitable activity, “along with a language
for demanding and criticizing” towards the evasion of government responsibility;

By considering two vectors and a horizontal axis including “the possibility/refusal of institutionalized action and
participation in charitable activity” and a vertical axis including “the presence/absence of a language for demanding and
criticizing the evasion of government responsibility,” its four states can be represented.

In the final paragraph, it should be added that the findings of the present study have led to the construction of a
theoretical model and a four-faceted analytical framework in the field of civic and institutionalized charitable / welfare
participation, which we have conceptualized and named briefly as 1. “non-charity,” 2. “charity-praise,” 3. “de-charity,”
and 4. “demanding philanthropy.”

Discussion and Conclusion

In line with the main goal of the present research paper, which is to formulate the situations of charitable action in Iran,
and by considering two variables: a) Possibility/refusal of giving and b) Presence/absence of language for demanding
and criticizing, four situations can be formulated and conceptualized.

The first situation (non-charity) has occurred many times in the past and distant history of Iran, although the
probability of its occurrence in our era is very small. The second situation (praise of charity) has been frequently
manifested in lIranian history, especially contemporary history, and especially in the last four decades, and is still the
most concentrated and the most prominent situation. The third situation (de-charity) has also appeared and manifested
in some periods, especially in the era of concentration of radical leftist and communist discourses and ideas. But the
fourth situation (demanding charity), which is a progressive and demanding model of charitable action in Iran, is
growing and expanding, although slowly, according to field evidence and conversations with activists and experts in the
field of charity, and wants to play a role as a new discourse and alternative model in the social life of Iranians. The last
point is that although this analytical framework was designed and built for charitable activities, it can also be used in
similar cases of civil activities such as non-governmental organizations, environmental activists and organizations
active in the field of environment, scientific associations, etc.
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Figure 3. Four states of the intersection of “possibility/refusal of charitable activity” and “presence/absence of
language for criticism”
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Figure 4. The four states of beneficent action
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