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Abstract

The word "shuh" (==) is used in several verses of the Holy Qur’an, and deliverance
from it is presented as the criterion for salvation. Throughout history, exegetes have
offered various conceptions of the meaning of this word, which have predominantly
centered on "miserliness™ (bukhl) or an "inner state”. This study, employing the
method of historical semantics and lexical genealogy, and drawing on comparative
etymology in ancient Semitic languages (Akkadian, Hebrew, Aramaic, and Ge‘ez),
re-examines the semantic layers of shuh and critiques the exegetes' interpretive
conceptions based on these layers. The findings indicate that s/u/, at its most ancient
level, signified "compression, dryness, and objective contraction", and subsequently,
through intensification, came to denote "intensity and persistence in attributes”. In
pre-Islamic Arabic and the Qur’an, this root became specialized in the psychic
domain of "withholding from the good" and transformed into a "deep-rooted inner
negative force", of which miserliness, greed, avarice, and injustice are all instances,
rather than being identical with it. This study demonstrates that interpreting shuh as
"miserliness” is correct at the level of instantiation (misdag) but incomplete at the
level of semantic analysis; a comprehensive interpretation requires attention to the
fourfold semantic layers and a distinction between the neutral etymological core and
the specific Qur’anic technical usage.
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