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Extended Abstract

The Holy Qur’an represents a pinnacle of linguistic and rhetorical artistry in the Arabic language, achieving
the highest degree of eloquence and semantic sophistication through divine revelation. Within this
framework, Majaz Mursal emerges as a prominent stylistic device, enabling the extension of meaning
beyond literal expression while maintaining logical connections between the original and figurative senses.
Surah al-Tawbah, with its intricate content addressing ethical, social, and political dimensions, provides a
fertile ground for exploring the application of metonymy.

The present study aims to investigate the status and function of Majaz Mursal in Surah al-Tawbah by
analyzing its types, usage patterns, and semantic effects. It seeks to demonstrate how metonymy contributes
to the articulation of divine messages, enhances textual coherence, and strengthens the rhetorical and
interpretive framework of the Qur’anic discourse. The research further contends that Majaz Mursal operates
not only as a stylistic device but also as a cognitive and interpretive tool that supports the Qur’an’s
communicative objectives.

Previous studies have addressed rhetorical devices in the Qur’an, often noting metonymy in a general or
scattered manner. Classical scholars such as Abu Hilal al-‘Askari (al-Sanda ‘atayn), Safa, and Hashimzada
emphasized the functional and aesthetic roles of Majaz Mursal in promoting semantic clarity, textual
harmony, and interpretive depth. In addition, contemporary research by Rakhshani and Maragheghli (2023)
and Muhammadzadeh et al. (2019) has examined metonymic structures in Surah al-Tawbah, highlighting
their contribution to conciseness, thematic emphasis, and cognitive engagement.

Despite these contributions, there remains a paucity of systematic studies focusing exclusively on Majaz
Mursal within Surah al-Tawbah. Most prior analyses either adopt a mystical or interpretive lens or mention
metonymy incidentally, without investigating its structural, semantic, and functional roles comprehensively.
This study addresses this gap by applying a rigorous descriptive-analytical methodology to uncover the
mechanisms through which Majaz Mursal enriches the Qur’anic text.

The current research employs a descriptive-analytical method, integrating classical rhetorical theory with
contemporary cognitive linguistic perspectives. The selected verses from Surah al-Tawbah were analyzed to
identify instances of Majaz Mursal, classify them according to their semantic relationships, and assess their
functional contribution to meaning-making. The study draws upon both classical exegeses—such as those by
Al-Razi, Al-Zamakhshari, and Al-Baydawi—and modern scholarly works to contextualize the rhetorical
findings within broader theoretical frameworks.

The analysis indicates that Majaz Mursal operates as a central mechanism for structuring semantic
relations in Surah al-Tawbah. Instances of part-for-whole and cause-for-effect facilitate comprehension of
abstract theological concepts, while state-for-location and instrument-for-purpose substitutions render
ethical and social instructions more tangible. Temporal-spatial substitutions provide interpretive flexibility,
allowing the surah’s guidance to resonate across different contexts and audiences.

These mechanisms collectively establish a multilayered interpretive space in which the apparent and
implied meanings coexist harmoniously. Majaz Mursal enhances conciseness without sacrificing semantic
richness, transforms abstract concepts into concrete imagery, and reinforces the Qur’an’s pedagogical
efficacy. Furthermore, it contributes to the ethical and social messaging of the surah, clarifying principles
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such as faith, justice, repentance, divine accountability, and communal solidarity.

Majaz Mursal in Surah al-Tawbah emerges as a pivotal rhetorical and cognitive device that bridges
linguistic form and theological content. Its deployment fosters semantic depth, interpretive plurality, and
cognitive engagement, while preserving textual unity and clarity. By enabling multiple complementary
readings and integrating aesthetic, cognitive, and moral dimensions, Majaz Mursal strengthens the Qur’anic
discourse both stylistically and functionally. This study demonstrates that metonymy is not a mere stylistic
ornamentation but an essential tool for conveying intricate theological and ethical messages, enriching the
reader’s understanding, and facilitating reflective engagement with the sacred text.

Keywords: Majaz Mursal, Metonymy, Surah al-Tawbah, Qur’anic Rhetoric, Semantic Analysis,
Descriptive-Analytical Study, Balaghah.
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