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Extended Abstract

Following the transition from classical semiotics, contemporary semiotic theory has continuously sought new
foundations for the production of meaning. Tensive semiotics, by reinstating affect as a central component of
signification, identifies affective intensity as both the primary driving force and the source of action in the
construction of meaning. Drawing upon the achievements of phenomenology, the semiotics of meaning
introduces the notion of presence as a fundamental category: a sensitive subject who exists in and through
the world, rather than in opposition to it, contrary to the Cartesian conception of subjectivity. Through
embodied presence and perceptual engagement with the world, the sensitive subject receives, produces, and
transforms meaning. The subject's semantic references are realized within its being-in-the-world, constituted
by the dimensions of time and space. As Maurice Merleau-Ponty argues, the body is not merely an
instrument but the very medium through which the subject perceives, experiences, and inhabits the world.

From this perspective, the continuity of meaning depends upon the continuity of the embodied subject's
presence within the temporal and spatial dimensions of existence. Nevertheless, there are moments when
meaning becomes disrupted despite the subject's physical presence in the world. At such moments, signs lose
their semantic efficacy, and those elements that once functioned as coding references for meaning are
stripped of their signifying value. In some cases, this disruption creates a profound ontological rupture
between the subject and the world. Consequently, the subject experiences a form of existential solitude that
differs fundamentally from the ordinary loneliness resulting from separation from others. In the present
study, this existential mode of being is conceptualized as rootlessness—a condition that frequently intersects
with related affective experiences such as boredom and meaning exhaustion.

This understanding of meaning in lived experience directs attention to literary works deeply concerned
with questions of existence and existentialism. Within the experience of the bored subject, semantic coding
references become dysfunctional: they either cease to generate meaning altogether or merely reproduce
repetitive meanings incapable of directing the subject toward new signifying possibilities. Accordingly,
identifying the origins of boredom requires uncovering the locus of semantic rupture, which may emerge
within time, space, the world itself, valued objects, or the fractured relationship between the subject's
presence and being. This theoretical framework has opened new possibilities for investigating affects within
discourse—an area that had long remained marginalized in semiotic studies.

Against this background, the present study examines the discourse of Al-Hayy al-Latini by the Lebanese
novelist Suhayl IdrTs (1924-2008). Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology within the framework of
tensive semiotics, the research investigates the process through which the discourse generates the affective
flow of rootlessness and boredom. Particular attention is devoted to the semantic relationships between signs
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and their temporal and spatial coding references within the protagonist's lived experience.

The findings demonstrate that the disruption of meaning, resulting from the loss of temporal and spatial
anchors, prevents the experiencing subject from reconstructing identity and restoring the coherence of
subjectivity and objectivity, ultimately leading to a condition of existential nothingness. Furthermore, once
the subject realizes that the imagined utopia is itself permeated by boredom and solitude, a profound act of
negation takes place. This negation obstructs the possibility of rearticulating the self within time and space,
leaving the fragmented self trapped in a state of nothingness that culminates in the circle of rootlessness.

The semiotic analysis of the novel's affective discourse further reveals that time and space constitute the
two principal generators of meaning in Al-Hayy al-Latint, functioning as the psychological and semantic
anchors of the experiencing subject. Once these anchors become sources of boredom, they are abandoned,
prompting the subject to seek new temporal and spatial horizons. Yet this displacement repeatedly fails to
restore meaning. The subject's utopia, sustained through imagination and internalized conceptions of time
and place, collapses the moment it confronts the realities of lived existence. Thus, the utopia that initially
promised liberation from boredom and loneliness ultimately becomes another source of both boredom and
rootlessness.

The protagonist's lived experience is characterized by fleeting arrivals, continual departures from
temporal and spatial boundaries, and the perpetual abandonment of semantic anchors. Meaning-producing
codes quickly lose their signifying capacity and become monotonous, giving rise to the convergence of
profound boredom and existential solitude. Ultimately, having lost the utopian ideal, the subject inhabits a
realm of nothingness born of separation from Being itself. Within this realm, both time and space are
negated, the semantic references that once endowed signs with meaning cease to function, and the
suspension of signification leads to a fundamental collapse of the entire semiotic system.

Keywords: Tensive Semiotics; Rootlessness; Boredom; Suhayl Idris; Al-Hayy al-Latint.
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