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Extended Abstract

Semiotics is a modern science that emerged in the twentieth century, originating from the linguistics of
Ferdinand de Saussure and Charles Peirce. It has gained a significant place in contemporary critical studies,
contributing to the understanding of texts and their hidden meanings. Arab critics have adopted this science
to study signifying systems and reveal the relationships between signs, as writers often conceal truth within
literary texts, presenting it as ambiguities that become clear only after analysis. Here, semiotics removes
ambiguity and uncovers hidden meanings. The title, with its symbolic nature, has become central in semiotic
studies, as it forms the primary identity of a text. It introduces the themes the writer intends to convey, and
because it carries symbols and signs, the semiotic approach is suitable for unveiling its deeper meanings. Leo
Hook highlighted the title’s essential role in determining meaning.

The Sudanese poet Muhammad al-Fayturi grants great importance to titles, using them to express the
Arab nation’s reality, its crises, and its struggle. In this research, we examine the titles of his collection
Lovers Come to You through semiotic theory. Our goal is to uncover the signs within these titles and the
poet’s intentions in choosing them, clarifying the semantic and structural relations between the main title and
the subtitles. We focus on three key functions identified by Gérard Genette: the nominative, persuasive, and
descriptive functions. To achieve this aim, the research posed the following two research questions:

1) What structural features are evident in the titles of the poems in the collection Lovers Come to You?

2) What are the implicit meanings in the titles of the poems in the collection Lovers Come to You?

With respect to the two mentioned research questions, the results of the study showed that:

1) After studying the titles of the poems in the collection Lovers Come to You, it became clear that the
poet Muhammad al-Fayturi addresses his poems in Arab countries such as Palestine, Irag, and Egypt, calling
upon the people to liberate themselves and rise up from oppression. His poetry carries national and
revolutionary connotations and themes; through it, he calls for revolution and declares his rejection of the
reality of colonialism and oppression experienced by Arabs. He wants the Arab and Islamic peoples to rise
up and repel occupation and subjugation.

2) The visual images on the cover, surrounding the title, largely translate the main title and link it to the
internal titles. Through them, the reader's intention becomes clear, as they guide the poet's message and
encompass national and cultural identity, reflecting the themes of the titles.

3) The main title includes an implied vocative, referring to Baghdad, to which the feminine pronoun in
the title refers. The poet makes Baghdad the focus of discourse in some of the poems in the collection. One
of the poems revealed this omitted part, thus completing the meaning inherent in the title. From the outset,
Al-Fayturi deliberately imbued his collection with allusions and symbols that captivate the reader and pique
their interest in his text, inviting them to engage with and participate in the reading of his poetry.
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4) Al-Fayturi expressed his feelings and anxieties regarding the crises and political and social conflicts
plaguing Arab society, yearning for freedom and calling for struggle through the various styles employed in
the poem titles. These titles consisted of nominal sentences, verbal phrases, and single words. It is
noteworthy that the poet used nominal sentences more frequently than verbal or single words, indicating his
continued call for struggle and steadfastness in defending the homeland. Furthermore, phrases appearing as
clauses were prominently featured in the titles, and these phrases may contain a missing noun or verb. In
these titles, we see the poet mentioning several historical figures and advocates of freedom. His intention in
mentioning them is to call upon the Arab nation to join them, as we see the poet's pride in and glorification
of them.

5) The titles of the poems contain numerous symbols and connotations. Through these symbols, the poet
successfully conveys a patriotic message to his audience, urging them to resist, remain steadfast, and hope
for achieving freedom despite the hardships they face.
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