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Extended Abstract

Contemporary linguistic and literary studies no longer regard the text as a mere sequence of isolated
sentences but as an integrated linguistic and semantic unit. This shift has directed scholarly attention toward
the relationships that connect textual elements and create coherence and unity of meaning. Within this
context, textual cohesion has become a central concept in text linguistics, as it explains the linguistic and
semantic ties that transform individual utterances into a coherent discourse.

This study examines The Time of Beautiful Funerals by the Syrian poet Mamdouh Sabri Adwan (1941-
2004), a prominent figure in modern Arabic literature whose poetry combines existential reflection with
social and political concerns. The poem, included in his collection For Fear Belongs to All Time (Lil-Khawf
Kullu al-Zaman), presents a symbolic vision of human suffering, alienation, and the dilemmas of
contemporary Arab society.

The significance of the research lies in exploring the relationship between cohesive mechanisms and the
poem's broader artistic and ideological message. Rather than viewing cohesion as a purely formal linguistic
phenomenon, the study investigates its role in shaping meaning, guiding interpretation, and connecting the
poet's individual experience with collective social consciousness.

The study seeks to determine how the major cohesive devices identified by Michael Halliday and Rugaiya
Hasan—reference, substitution, ellipsis, conjunction, and lexical cohesion—contribute to the construction of
textual unity and to the expression of the poet's existential and human concerns. It also explores the extent to
which these mechanisms enhance the aesthetic qualities of poetic discourse and establish a balance between
artistic form and intellectual content.

The research adopts the Halliday—Hasan model because it provides a functional account of language in
which textual meaning emerges from the interaction among linguistic units rather than from isolated
sentences. From this perspective, cohesive devices are not merely grammatical tools; they are semantic and
communicative strategies that organize discourse and direct the reader's interpretive process.

This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach to investigate the cohesive structure of the poem
within the Halliday—Hasan framework. The analysis combines close qualitative reading of selected textual
examples with a quantitative examination of the frequency and distribution of cohesive devices, including
reference, substitution, ellipsis, conjunction, and lexical cohesion. The integration of descriptive
interpretation and statistical observation allows the study to reveal the functional contribution of these
mechanisms to the poem's semantic, aesthetic, and socio-political dimensions.

The analysis demonstrates that textual cohesion in The Time of Beautiful Funerals functions as a dynamic
structural principle rather than a purely formal linguistic feature. The poem's existential and political vision
is generated through a carefully organized network of cohesive relations that connect its linguistic and
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symbolic components.

The statistical findings indicate that referential devices, especially personal pronouns, are the most
prominent cohesive mechanism, emphasizing the presence of the poetic self and reflecting the tension
between individuality and collectivity. Other forms of reference, together with temporal and symbolic
patterns, reinforce the poem's social, philosophical, and emotional dimensions. Likewise, substitution,
ellipsis, conjunction, and lexical cohesion do more than ensure textual continuity; they generate semantic
density, create symbolic contrasts, and strengthen the interaction between the reader and the text.

The findings further suggest that the recurrent movement between "I," "we," and "they" represents a
divided consciousness oscillating between isolation and resistance, while lexical and substitutive patterns
redefine reality through irony and symbolic displacement. As a result, cohesive devices become integral to
the poem's critical and aesthetic force, enabling it to transform personal experience into a broader collective
and cultural vision.

Overall, the study confirms that the Halliday—Hasan model provides an effective analytical framework for
examining the relationship between linguistic structure and literary meaning in modern Arabic poetry. The
cohesive mechanisms identified in the poem serve not only to ensure textual unity but also to articulate its
existential, social, and ideological significance, ultimately establishing a balance between artistic expression
and humanistic message.

Building upon these findings, the study reformulates its central assumption by arguing that textual
cohesion in this poem should not be understood merely as a formal framework governing textual
connectedness; rather, it functions as a mechanism for generating the poem's distinctive poetic vision. In this
respect, the study addresses a noticeable gap in previous scholarship by providing a systematic analysis of
the network of textual relations that produce these layers of meaning. Its principal contribution lies in
demonstrating, through both qualitative and quantitative evidence, that poetic vision is not imposed upon the
text from outside but emerges from its internal organization and cohesive structure. This perspective opens
new avenues for future research employing the same methodological framework in the analysis of modern
Arabic poetry or in comparative studies of different poetic experiences, particularly with regard to the
relationship between cohesive patterns and political or existential transformations. Ultimately, the study
emphasizes that language in this context is not a neutral medium of expression but a structural force that
actively participates in shaping consciousness and reconstructing reality within the poetic space.

Keywords: Textual cohesion, Michael Halliday, Rugaya Hassan, Mamdouh Adwan, The Time of Beautiful
Funerals.
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