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Abstract

The narrative of Moses and al-Khidr in Surah al-Kahf is one of the most intricate
Qur’anic narratives, raising significant epistemological and hermeneutic
challenges. This study aims to uncover the narrative structure and semantic layers
of this story and to examine the effectiveness of Roland Barthes’ five codes in
analyzing religious texts. Given the research gap in the systematic analysis of this
narrative using Barthes’ codes, this study is essential. The main question is how the
hermeneutic, proairetic, symbolic, semiotic, and cultural codes are represented in
this narrative and what semantic layers they reveal. This research adopts a
descriptive-analytical approach and a library-based method; Barthes’ five codes
serve as the theoretical framework, complemented by Islamic exegetical sources
and linguistic tools. The findings indicate that the hermeneutic code engages the
audience in meaning-making through enigmas and delayed responses. The
proairetic code highlights the tension between outward appearance and inner reality
through al-Khidr’s three contrasting actions. The symbolic code regards elements
such as the ship and the wall as carriers of profound divine layers. The semiotic
code reveals lexical connotations and character descriptions. The cultural code
connects the narrative to values such as patience and justice. Ultimately, this study
demonstrates a constructive interaction between modern narratology and the
Islamic exegetical tradition.

Keywords: Narratology, Roland Barthes, Five Codes, Moses and al-Khidr, Surah
al-Kahf, Islamic Exegesis.
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