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Abstract

The decline of the purely linguistic approach—which dominated translation studies during the
1960s and 1970s—became inevitable due to its inherent inability to account for implicit meanings.
This shift paved the way for the emergence of the interpretative approach, which now holds a
prominent position among contemporary translation theories. The interpretative model emphasizes
that the translator’s task is to render meaning rather than transfer linguistic signs. According to this
perspective, translation is essentially an act of interpretation: the translator grasps the meaning of
the original text, detaches from its linguistic form, integrates cognitive perception with linguistic
expression, and ultimately reforms the meaning through appropriate phrasing in the target language.

Building on this theoretical foundation, the present study employs Interpretative Theory as an
analytical framework for examining the Arabic translation of the television series Yousef Al-Siddig,
using a descriptive—analytical methodology. The findings reveal several challenges facing the
translation from the perspective of the interpretative approach. These challenges required
identifying their sources and proposing practical solutions. The study also examines the technical
procedures used in the translation, including condensation, assimilation, adaptation, addition, and
innovation in discourse formulation. These aspects are explored in detail.

This study adopts an analytical descriptive approach to address the following two research
questions:

1. What challenges emerged in translating the series Yousef Al-Siddig within the framework of
the hermeneutic approach?

2. What technical mechanisms were employed in the translation of the series within this
hermeneutic framework?

The study concludes that Hermeneutic (Interpretative) Theory prioritizes understanding the
author’s intended meaning and communicating it to the audience of the target language. In this
view, language is not the primary focus of translation; rather, the concern lies with both the explicit
and implicit meanings embedded in linguistic structures, along with the cognitive complements that
support them.

Cognitive complements refer to stable elements within the translator’s knowledge base and
cognitive context that interact with linguistic signs to generate meaning. The translation of Yousef
Al-Siddiq encountered several challenges, primarily at the verbal and textual levels. Examples are
provided for each category along with suggested solutions.

The study also identifies the technical mechanisms employed in the translation, including:

1) Assimilation
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2) Condensation

3) Modulation (both shifting focus and reformulating the expression)
4) Innovation in discourse

5) Addition
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