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Abstract

This study conducts a comprehensive semiotic analysis of Tamim Al-Barghouthi’s poem In
Jerusalem, utilizing Roland Barthes’ theory of the five codes—actantial, hermeneutic, semantic,
symbolic, and cultural—to uncover the latent layers of meaning embedded within the text.
Semiotics, as a discipline, focuses on the study of signs and the mechanisms through which
meaning is produced, emphasizing the interplay between signs and their contextual significance.
Barthes’ framework provides a robust methodology for dissecting narrative texts into units that
reveal their underlying semiotic structures. These codes enable a nuanced understanding of how
texts construct meaning through interaction with their socio-cultural contexts.

Tamim Al-Barghouthi, a prominent Palestinian poet, encapsulates the Palestinian experience of
exile, resistance, and collective identity in his iconic poem. The poem portrays Jerusalem as a
multifaceted symbol, weaving together historical, spiritual, and political dimensions to confront the
distortions imposed by the Israeli occupation. Through vivid imagery and intricate symbols, Al-
Barghouthi constructs a poetic discourse that reflects the cultural and political tensions of the
Palestinian struggle.

The research employs a descriptive-analytical approach, systematically deconstructing the text
into semiotic units examined through Barthes’ codes. The actantial code traces the sequence of
events and actions; the hermeneutic code identifies enigmas and their resolution; the semantic code
explores implicit connotations; the symbolic code examines binary oppositions; and the cultural
code connects the text to shared historical and cultural knowledge.

The analysis reveals the intricate interplay of these codes. The actantial code structures a
narrative of thwarted access and introspection, highlighting the tension between desire and political
reality. The hermeneutic code generates enigmas about the “beloved” (Jerusalem), resolved through
the affirmation of the Palestinian self as its essence. The semantic code uncovers connotations of
alienation, resilience, and spiritual weight through specific signifiers. The symbolic code
deconstructs binary oppositions such as presence/absence and sacred/profane, challenging colonial
narratives. Finally, the cultural code anchors the poem in shared knowledge, referencing Islamic
and Christian heritage and Palestinian resistance practices, thereby reinforcing Jerusalem’s status as
a spiritual and cultural nexus.

The study concludes that Barthes’ five codes collectively demonstrate the poem’s capacity to
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reveal implicit conventions within its poetic discourse, effectively mirroring the Palestinian reality.
The poem emerges as a multilayered text that functions as a form of cultural resistance, affirming
identity and challenging colonial oppression through its complex semiotic structure.

Keywords: Semiotics, Roland Barthes, Five Codes, Tamim Al-Barghouthi, In Jerusalem,
Palestinian Struggle.
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