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Extended Abstract

The growing human need to access global information and knowledge has intensified the
importance of translation and its quality evaluation. Ensuring accuracy, coherence, and faithfulness
in translation plays a vital role in maintaining the integrity of the source message. Juliane House’s
(1997) translation quality assessment model, grounded in the concept of “translation as re-
contextualization” and Halliday’s systemic functional linguistics, provides a comprehensive
framework for such evaluation. It integrates linguistic theory at both micro and macro levels by
systematically linking textual and contextual elements.

The current study applies House’s model to analyze Kazem Al-Yasin’s Persian translation of
Naguib Mahfouz’s Heart of the Night (Qalb al-Layl). Using a descriptive-analytical approach, the
research examines overt and covert translation strategies and evaluates the extent to which
functional equivalence between the source and target texts has been maintained. The findings show
that the translator largely preserved the contextual components, genre conventions, and linguistic
functions of the original text. Although minor lexical and structural deviations occur, they do not
distort the source text’s meaning or ideology. The translation follows an overt strategy that keeps
traces of the source language’s foreignness while remaining accessible and natural in Persian.
Overall, the study confirms that House’s model effectively identifies how translation choices
influence textual and functional integrity across languages.

The study seeks to answer the following two research questions?

1. How does the translator represent the author’s role and intention in the source text, and how
does this representation align with Juliane House’s evaluation model?

2. To what extent is functional equivalence achieved between the author, the Arabic source text,
and the Persian reader?

This study analyzed selected portions of Kazem Al-Yasin’s Persian translation of Naguib
Mahfouz’s Heart of the Night using House’s (1997) translation quality assessment model. The
results demonstrate that the translator successfully preserved the key contextual features, genre
norms, and linguistic functions of the Arabic source text while maintaining coherence and stylistic
naturalness in Persian. The translation can be classified as overt, as it retains the cultural and
stylistic characteristics of the original text rather than fully domesticating them.

However, a few translation issues were noted, including unnecessary additions and occasional
lexical inaccuracies that slightly affected conciseness and precision. Despite these minor
shortcomings, the translator avoided literal rendering and instead employed idiomatic Persian
expressions to achieve natural flow and readability. This approach enabled the Persian audience to
grasp the main concepts and emotional depth of the source text.

By adhering to both source and target language conventions, Al-Yasin produced a text that
remains faithful to Mahfouz’s literary voice while reflecting a degree of linguistic adaptability. The
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findings of the study highlight that House’s systemic functional model provides a reliable and
practical framework for evaluating translation quality, as it accounts for linguistic, cultural, and
contextual dimensions simultaneously. Future studies could extend this analysis to other Arabic-
Persian literary translations to further examine how functional equivalence operates across different
genres and translators.

Keywords: Qalb al-Layl (Heart of the Night), Naguib Mahfouz, Translation Quality, Juliane
House, Kazem Al-Yasin.
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