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Abstract

Linguistic interaction seeks to demonstrate that political behavior within the society is shaped by
distinctive rhetorical patterns and that purposeful linguistic communication—both independently
and in conjunction with communicative values—is designed through diverse political tactics that
merit scholarly investigation. The linguistic structures employed by Imam Ali (peace be upon him)
aim to realize the practical objectives of discourse through communicative competence. Since the
methodology of any discourse is inherently grounded in linguistic structures, a speaker may, in
certain contexts, deviate from conventional norms and common styles, adopting innovative
rhetorical approaches to guide, enlighten, and align the audience’s thought processes through
linguistic techniques and verbal reasoning. Within political contexts, Imam Ali (AS) makes use of a
wide range of linguistic capacities, including commands, prohibitions, interrogatives, and other
directive forms.

Political dominance within Imam Ali’s linguistic structures serves both functional and
illustrative purposes, exerting profound psychological and linguistic influence on the audience. He
employs all available linguistic tools to direct his interlocutors toward their material and spiritual
interests, striving to achieve his elevated objectives through diverse strategies and effective
interactive mechanisms. These rhetorical and linguistic devices are clearly manifested in most of his
sermons and letters, wherein he extensively utilizes linguistic functions and roles. An examination
of these texts reveals that Imam Ali (AS) consistently adopts directive strategies to orient audiences
toward beneficial outcomes, relying on a set of tools and mechanisms that enable the successful
realization of this strategy.

Using a descriptive—analytical methodology, the present study examines the components of
political language and discourse analysis in Imam Ali’s sermons and letters, interpreting the
speaker’s mindset within linguistic contexts based on established linguistic criteria. Accordingly,
the research addresses the following two research questions:

1. How does Imam Ali (AS) employ linguistic dominance and analytical power in political
discourse?

2. In what ways does Imam Ali (AS) utilize directive strategies to enhance the communicative
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process between speaker and audience?

A review of previous studies on discourse strategies indicates that no independent research has
addressed this topic comprehensively at the level of books, theses, or peer-reviewed articles.
However, some related works are noteworthy, including:

e A master’s thesis entitled “Solidarity, Directive, and Allusive Strategies in Imam Ali’s
Political and Social Discourses in Nahj al-Balagha” by Khosro Janqorban (University of Kashan,
2023), which focuses primarily on the directive strategy and analyzes persuasion processes and
rhetorical elements in Imam Ali’s sermons.

e A study entitled “Examining the Directive Strategy in Imam Ali’s Discourse: The Letter to
Uthman ibn Hunayf as a Case Study” by Jangqorban, Rasoul-Nia, and Sayyadi-Nejad, published in
the Nahj al-Balagha Research Journal (2022), which examines three rhetorical strategies:
solidarity, directive, and allusion.

An overview of the existing literature reveals that no independent study has specifically
examined the political dimension of Imam Ali’s discourse. Thus, the present research offers a novel
contribution in this regard. Moreover, the enduring public interest in political and religious
sermons—yparticularly the eloquent words of the Commander of the Faithful (AS)—further
underscores the significance of this study. Accordingly, this research seeks to analyze the semantic
foundations of Imam Ali’s political discourse through a detailed examination of its linguistic and
rhetorical components.

This study employs a descriptive—analytical approach grounded in library-based research. The
descriptive method is used to outline the theoretical framework, while the analytical method
identifies and examines manifestations of directive strategies in Imam Ali’s sermons and letters.

Directive strategy refers to a communicative process whereby the speaker deliberately conveys
intended meanings and mental concepts through the careful selection of vocabulary and rhetorical
style, thereby achieving strategic effectiveness through linguistic competence and communicative
skill. Within this framework, the use of performative verbs—such as commands and prohibitions—
constitutes the most influential communicative tools shaping audience response.

e Command: In Sermon 11, Imam Ali (AS) instructs his son Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyya on
key principles of warfare, emphasizing psychological and physical factors that strengthen a Muslim
soldier’s courage and preparedness. Here, directive strategy is realized through direct and indirect
imperatives, particles, and expressions of obligation that motivate and guide the audience.

e Prohibition: In Letter 12 addressed to his military commanders, Imam Ali (AS) begins with
counsel on piety and virtue, employing prohibitive forms such as do not fight, do not march, and do
not approach. These directives emphasize restraint, adherence to ethical rules of warfare,
preservation of life, and justice—even in hostility—while leaving space for repentance and
reconciliation.

e Warning and Encouragement: In Sermon 182, Imam Ali (AS) calls upon the people to
confront the enemy, using powerful expressions to instill responsibility and readiness for jihad.
Through emphatic repetition (e.g., jihad, jihad!), he motivates and energizes the audience.

o Exhortation: In Letter 28 to Mu‘awiya, Imam Ali (AS) recalls the virtues of the martyrs
among the Muhajirun and Ansar, employing rhetorical expressions such as Do you not see... 10
underscore their honor and encourage righteous conduct.

e Vocative: In Sermon 71, Imam Ali (AS) addresses the people of Irag with the vocative O
people of Irag, rebuking them for abandoning battle at the threshold of victory and urging them
toward sound political and historical judgment.

e Conditional: In Sermon 16, Imam Ali (AS) employs conditional structures (If falsehood
prevails... If truth diminishes...) t0 emphasize the inevitability of consequences and stimulate
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decisive action.

o Interrogative: In Sermon 171, during preparations for the Battle of Siffin, Imam Ali (AS)
poses rhetorical questions—Where is the defender of honor? Where is the one who rises when
truths descend? —to awaken moral consciousness and inspire courage.

Given the significance and impact of directive strategies on audiences, Imam Ali (AS) employed
this communicative approach more frequently than other linguistic strategies such as solidarity or
allusion. He relied extensively on commands and prohibitions to deepen, accelerate, and facilitate
political discourse, as their authoritative nature proved particularly effective in guiding audiences.
Organized through specific linguistic tools, directive strategies functioned as systematic
mechanisms within his sermons to establish political authority and orient listeners.

Moderation and balance constitute central principles in Islamic governance. Accordingly, Imam
Ali (AS) emphasized commands and prohibitions as communicative strategies aimed at awakening
awareness among his audience. Through carefully designed linguistic and rhetorical frameworks, he
effectively addressed social, political, and cultural challenges, harnessing the power of language—
especially political discourse—to guide, regulate, and elevate the society.
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