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Abstract

Argumentation, as a rhetorical practice, is grounded in logical reasoning and emotional appeal,
aiming to motivate the recipient to modify behavior or reorient attitudes and emotions. Depending
on its purpose, argumentation seeks influence through scientific theories, philosophical concepts, or
religious principles in order to either promote or discredit particular ideas. One of the central
dimensions of argumentation is pathos, which operates through emotional stimulation and affective
engagement. In this sense, pathos targets the recipient directly, employing linguistic and rhetorical
means capable of arousing emotions such as fear, compassion, anger, hatred, or hope, thereby
enhancing the persuasive force of discourse.

Argumentation represents a powerful manifestation of effective communicative practice,
involving the deliberate choice between linguistic norm and deviation. Deviation—whether
figurative, rhythmic, or linguistic—possesses a remarkable capacity to render meaning vivid,
compelling, and persuasive. Consequently, deviation derives its persuasive strength from its
integration within argumentative discourse. From another perspective, argumentation may be
defined as the defense of an idea through persuasive and convincing reasoning.

As a central concern of pragmatics, argumentation emerges from speech act theory, whose
foundations were established by Austin and Searle. All argumentative discourse is characterized by
intentionality, agency, and influence, employing diverse mechanisms to shape the recipient’s
response. Argumentation functions as a cognitive strategy for defending a position, persuading an
interlocutor, refuting opposing views, or neutralizing dissent. In this framework, arguments consist
of evidence and proofs, while coercion and violence fall outside the domain of argumentation.
Rather, argumentation relies on communicative techniques that invite acceptance, understanding,
and engagement with meaning.

Engaging with the Holy Qur’an and reflecting upon its meanings constitutes an inexhaustible
and ever-renewing endeavor. As a divine message addressed to all humanity across time and space,
the Qur’an represents the most comprehensive form of discourse, combining intellectual,
psychological, and argumentative dimensions. Quranic discourse is inherently dialogical and relies
on sophisticated linguistic strategies to achieve persuasion and guidance. Addressing diverse
audiences and situational contexts, it seeks to reshape concepts, reform attitudes, and cultivate
ethical awareness. Consequently, its linguistic structure—rooted in argumentation and authoritative

Copyright©2026, University of Isfahan. This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/BY -NC-ND/4.0), which permits others to download this work and share it with others as long as they credit it,
but they can’t change it in any way or use it commercially.

Doi: 10.22108/rall.2025.145955.1603



https://doi.org/10.22108/rall.2025.145955.1603
https://ui.ac.ir/en

Journal of Research in Arabic Language, Vol. 18, Issue. 3, No. 36, 2026

discourse—occupies a central position in its communicative effectiveness.

Surah al-Burdj, in particular, exhibits a rich argumentative texture shaped by its varied contexts
and thematic progression. Within Michel Meyer’s theory of argumentation, special emphasis is
placed on the speaker as a figure endowed with knowledge, certainty, and psychological authority.
This perspective highlights the necessity of influencing the listener and consolidating emotional and
affective responses. Accordingly, this study focuses on a set of argumentative mechanisms
grounded in pathos as employed in Surah al-Burij, with particular attention to indirect linguistic
devices that play a crucial role in evoking emotional response and revealing layers of meaning
beyond the surface structure of language.

The present research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, examining the Qur’anic text
through the lens of Michel Meyer’s theory of argumentation. This theoretical framework reveals a
discourse in which emotions and spiritual sensibilities interact dynamically with the evolving
psychological states of recipients across varying contexts and rhetorical relationships.

The study seeks to demonstrate the expansion of argumentation beyond purely logical reasoning
to include emotional and affective dimensions. It highlights the harmony and complementarity
between logical and emotional argumentation, as shaped by contextual factors and a shared
cognitive and ethical framework linking ethos and pathos. The research arrives at several key
conclusions:

e Surah al-Buriij was revealed as a warning to those who persecuted the Prophet and his
companions, intensifying their hostility toward him. Simultaneously, it functions as a source of
reassurance and consolation for believers. Argumentative techniques grounded in emotional
reasoning play a central role in achieving this persuasive objective, particularly through the
construction of argumentative ladders in the narrative of the People of the Ditch and the injustice
inflicted upon them.

e The Qur’anic narrative—exemplified by the story of the People of the Ditch—serves as an
effective mode of argumentation through comparison and analogy. It functions as a persuasive and
influential method that conveys wisdom and moral guidance in a calm, gentle, and convincing
manner, far removed from violence or harsh rhetoric.

o The verses of encouragement and warning in this surah display a profound engagement with
argumentation and proof. While some verses rely more heavily on emotional appeal than rational
demonstration, they collectively reveal the perfection of divine mercy and retribution. This
perfection is manifested in God’s boundless mercy and absolute power. The concluding verses of
the surah operate as decisive arguments reinforcing earlier themes, emphasizing God’s ability to
punish His enemies and to resurrect the dead. Moreover, the dialogical relationship between
question and answer within the surah draws the reader into a deeper comprehension of its intended
message and ultimate purpose.

Keywords: The Holy Qur’an, al-Batsh (Divine Punishment), Argumentation, Surah al-Burgj,
Michel Meyer.
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