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Introduction

In recent decades, increasing economic volatility, the expansion of social challenges, environmental crises, and the
growing complexity of governance systems have highlighted the necessity of strengthening institutional capacities for
coping with crises. In this context, socio-economic resilience, defined as the ability of communities to adapt, recover,
and sustain their functioning under adverse conditions, has become a central concept in the development literature. One
of the most important factors contributing to resilience is social capital, which is generated through trust, participation,
cooperation, and social networks. Nonprofit organizations (NPQOs), as intermediary institutions connecting the state,
market, and civil society, play a significant role in enhancing social interactions, mobilizing local resources, and
promoting civic engagement. Despite the expansion of nonprofit activities in Iran, limited attention has been paid to the
institutional structures and network patterns of these organizations and their impact on the reproduction of social capital
and socio-economic resilience. Therefore, the present study aims to provide an institutional analysis of the role of
nonprofit organizations in reproducing social capital and enhancing social and economic resilience in Iran by examining
their functions within institutional and network-based frameworks.

Methodology

The present study is applied in terms of purpose and descriptive-analytical in terms of methodology. To investigate the
role of nonprofit organizations in the reproduction of social capital and socio-economic resilience, a combined approach
incorporating Social Network Analysis (SNA) and Partial Least Squares Structural Equation Modeling (PLS-SEM) was
employed. The research data were collected and analyzed on a quarterly basis over the period 2011-2024. In the first
stage, the institutional and relational structure of nonprofit organizations was assessed using social network indicators,
including centrality, density, cohesion, and betweenness. These indicators were incorporated into the conceptual
framework as observable variables representing institutional structure. In the second stage, the relationships among
institutional structure, social capital, and the dimensions of social and economic resilience were examined using PLS-
SEM. Furthermore, the mediating role of social capital in transmitting the effects of institutional structure on social and
economic resilience was tested. Data analysis was conducted using specialized software for network analysis and
structural equation modeling.

Findings
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The results of the social network analysis revealed that the nonprofit organizations under study possessed a relatively
favorable level of institutional linkages and network connectivity. The estimated values for network centrality, density,
cohesion, and betweenness were 0.612, 0.428, 0.521, and 0.498, respectively, indicating the presence of organized
interactions and an adequate capacity for the exchange of information and resources among network actors. The
findings of the structural equation modeling further demonstrated that the institutional structure of nonprofit
organizations exerts a positive and statistically significant effect on social capital, with a path coefficient of 0.624. In
addition, institutional structure significantly influences social resilience and economic resilience, with path coefficients
of 0.418 and 0.376, respectively. The results also confirmed the significant mediating role of social capital in the
relationship between institutional structure and the dimensions of resilience. In other words, part of the impact of
institutional structure on social and economic resilience is transmitted through the enhancement of social trust,
collective participation, and collaborative networks.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings indicate that nonprofit organizations play a crucial role in reproducing social capital and enhancing
community resilience through the creation and strengthening of institutional networks. Cohesive network structures
characterized by high levels of interorganizational interaction facilitate the development of trust, cooperation, and social
participation, thereby .
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Table 2. Interaction Matrix Based on the Level of Participation in Joint Projects and Institutional Exchanges
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Table 3. Key Social Network Analysis (SNA) Indicators of Nonprofit Organizations in Iran (2011-2024)
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Figure 1. Conceptual Framework of the Study
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Table 4. Results of the Validity and Reliability Assessment of the Measurement Model
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Table 5. Results of the Discriminant Validity Assessment Using the HTMT Criterion
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Table 6. Results of the Structural Model Estimation
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