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Abstract

Cognitive poetics and image schema theory have provided new perspectives for understanding the hidden structure of
imagination in contemporary poetry. Employing a descriptive-analytical method and based on the “embodied cognition”
approach, the present research investigates the architecture of imagination in the Ghazals of Seyed Karim Amiri
Firuzkuhi. The main question is how the poet’s lived experience, including chronic physical suffering and severe spatial
isolation, has shaped his perceptual geometry and complex imagery within the context of the Indian style (Sabk-e Hindi).
The research findings indicate that Firuzkuhi’s obscure metaphors are not merely imitative rhetorical devices, but rather
cognitive reflections of his psychological distress and existential erosion. These experiences are reflected in two main
categories: “schemas related to space and location” (Containment, Path, Orientational, and Center-Periphery) and
“schemas related to existence” (Force, Link, Cycle, and Part-Whole). The high frequency of concepts such as the cage,
being crushed, vicious circles, and the reduction of existence to mere bones demonstrates that the poet’s ailing body and
restricted world, acting as the perceptual source, have shaped the abstract concepts of his mind and objectified the structure
of his despairing worldview.
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Introduction

In the landscape of contemporary Persian ghazal, Seyyed Karim Amiri Firuzkuhi holds a unique position. The firmness
of his language, the density of his imagination, and his lived experiences of sorrow and physical exhaustion lend his
poetry a singular character. However, most analyses of his work have been limited to traditional rhetorical descriptions,
neglecting the cognitive deep structure of his poetic images. This study addresses that gap by applying image schema
theory, as developed by cognitive linguists like Mark Johnson and George Lakoff. It aims to analyze the architecture of
imagination in Amiri’s ghazals, demonstrating how his sensory and embodied experiences are transformed into abstract
concepts like sorrow, isolation, and ontological erosion.

The significance of this research is twofold: it pioneers a cognitive approach to Amiri’s poetry and shows the
applicability of image schema theory to contemporary poetry influenced by the Indian/Isfahani style. While previous
scholarship has used this theory on other literary texts, no independent study has focused on Amiri Firuzkuhi. The central
research question is: How do schemas such as container, path, cycle, link, and part-whole shape the poet’s perceptual and
imaginative system? The study hypothesizes that his poetic imagery is grounded in a coherent network of these embodied
schemas.
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Materials and Methods

This study is fundamental in terms of purpose and descriptive-analytical in terms of method, and it is grounded in the
theoretical framework of cognitive linguistics, particularly image schema theory. Data were collected through a library-
based method and by means of the purposeful extraction of samples from the Divan of Amiri Firuzkuhi. This method
makes it possible to explain objectively the process through which lived and embodied experience is transformed into
abstract metaphors. After being classified according to image schemas, the collected data were examined through
qualitative and inductive analysis.

Research Findings
In the ghazals of Amiri Firouzkuhi, poetic imagination is built upon image schemas—patterns originating from sensory
and embodied experiences that give tangible form to abstract concepts like sorrow, isolation, and decay. An analysis of
these schemas reveals a mental architecture that is dark, fatalistic, and erosive, in which the world is depicted not as an
arena for growth, but as a field of confinement and collapse.

Schemas Related to Space and Place

In this category, spatial structures primarily convey confinement, aimlessness, falling, and isolation. Instead of
openness, space evokes limitation and anxiety.

Container Schemas

The Container schema represents the world, life, and the body as restrictive enclosures like cages and prisons. This imagery
reflects a sense of entrapment, psychological pressure, and the futility of escaping the confines of material existence.

Motion and Path Schemas

The Path schema conceptualizes life as a forced and hurried journey. Through images like caravans and bells, life is
portrayed as a passive passage toward an unknown destination or death.

Spatial and Directional Schemas

Directional patterns have a downward nature, focusing on falling, breaking, and turning to ash. Unlike in the mystical
tradition, any ascent in his poetry is a prelude to a fall, reflecting a disruption in the order of time and self-alienation.

Center-Periphery Schemas

In the Center-Periphery schema, the “self” is at the center, but this is not a locus of stability; rather, it is the axis of suffering
and futile rotation. Like a compass or a spider, the poet circles around himself, symbolizing existential isolation.

Schemas Related to Existence

These schemas show that existential concepts are understood through bodily experiences such as pressure, severance,
and repetition, portraying the human as a suffering and worn-out being.

Force, Pressure, and Balance Schemas

The Force and Pressure schema depicts sorrow and hardship as heavy burdens on the soul and psyche, disrupting
balance and pushing the individual toward collapse and silence.

Link/Connection Schemas

Hope, desire, and human relationships are illustrated through Links like threads and strings. However, these
connections are often tangled, frayed, or broken, signifying fragility and isolation rather than security.

Cycle/Repetition Schemas

The Cycle holds a negative meaning in Amiri’s poetry. The repetition of days, sufferings, and even breathing expresses
monotony, absurdity, and the erosion of existence within a closed, fruitless loop.

Part-Whole Schemas

To demonstrate decay, the whole of existence is reduced to insignificant Parts such as bone, hair, and breath. This
focus on components signifies the disintegration of the body and soul and the individual’s alienation from the self.

Discussion of Results and Conclusions

An analysis of Amiri Firouzkuhi’s ghazals, based on the theory of image schemas, reveals that the architecture of his
imagination, contrary to common belief, is not founded on the linguistic wordplay of the Indian style (Sabk-e Hendi).
Instead, it is rooted in a cognitive structure based on “lived and embodied experience.” The poet’s physical suffering and
isolation have shaped the hidden geometry of his mind.

The analysis of these schemas shows that the poet’s mind conceptualizes the world in two domains: spatial and
existential. Schemas such as “Container” (cage), “Path” (forced movement), and “Directionality” (falling) depict a human
condition that is entrapped and in decay. On the existential level, schemas like “Center-Periphery” and “Cycle” place the
individual at the center of constant pain and tedious repetition. Likewise, the disconnection in the “Link” schema and the
reductionism in the “Part-Whole” schema reflect the gradual collapse of the poet’s body and mind.

The most significant finding of this research is that the “delicate imagination” (ndzok-khiyali) in his poetry is, in fact,
a defense mechanism for giving perceptual form to pain. This reading proves that cognitive semantics approaches are
effective tools for uncovering the hidden layers of the minds of poets who have turned complex language into a refuge
for their physical suffering.
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