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Introduction

Educational justice extends beyond the formulation of policies and adherence to theoretical principles; it is fundamentally
constructed through students' everyday interactions with teachers, particularly within the context of classroom assessment. Although
previous research has consistently underscored the importance of justice in assessment, the existing literature has predominantly
focused on conceptualizing justice, examining teachers' perspectives, or quantitatively measuring perceptions of justice.
Consequently, students' lived experiences of injustice in the classroom assessment process have received comparatively little
scholarly attention. A comprehensive understanding of this phenomenon requires giving voice to students' own accounts and
reconstructing the meanings they attribute to their experiences in authentic assessment contexts. Against this background, the
present study employed a phenomenological approach to explore students' lived experiences of perceived injustice in the classroom
assessment process. Specifically, it sought to address the following research question: Which assessment-related behaviors,
procedures, and decisions do students perceive as manifestations of injustice and how do they construct meaning from these

experiences?

Materials & Methods

The present study employed a qualitative research design by
using a descriptive phenomenological approach to explore
students' lived experiences of perceived injustice in the
classroom assessment process. The sample size was
determined based on the principle of theoretical saturation,
resulting in interviews with 23 students. Data were collected
through in-depth, individual, semi-structured interviews and
analyzed by using Colaizzi's 7-step method. To ensure the
trustworthiness of the findings, two primary validation
strategies—member checking and peer debriefing—were
employed. Specifically, the extracted findings were returned
to the participants to verify their consistency with the
students' lived experiences, while the coding process was
independently reviewed by an expert in qualitative research.
Furthermore, the credibility of the findings was strengthened

through the involvement of an external academic supervisor
throughout the research process, prolonged engagement
during data collection, and maintenance of phenomenological
reflexive notes to monitor the researcher's assumptions and
minimize potential biases.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion

Analysis of the participants' lived experiences revealed that
perceived injustice was constructed within 4 overarching
domains: teachers' behaviors, assessment criteria and grading
practices, assessment procedures, and the conditions under
which classroom assessment was implemented. These
experiences were manifested through harmful interpersonal
interactions, feelings of exclusion, influence of students'
family characteristics and teachers' preconceived assumptions
on educational judgments, ambiguity in assessment criteria,
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subjective  grading practices, misalignment between
instruction and assessment, unequal opportunities to respond,
and inequitable access to educational information and
learning resources. Taken together, these narratives indicated
that perceived injustice was neither a unidimensional
phenomenon nor merely an outcome of assessment decisions.
Rather, it was a multifaceted experience that emerged
through the dynamic interplay among teachers' behaviors,
assessment criteria and grading practices, assessment
procedures, and the contextual conditions under which
classroom assessment was conducted.

The students' lived experiences further revealed that
injustice in classroom assessment arose when educational
judgments diverged from students' perceived competence.
Under such circumstances, classroom assessment extended
beyond its conventional role as a tool for measuring learning
and became an experience that could undermine students'
trust in the justice of the assessment system. These findings
suggested that perceived injustice in classroom assessment is
not merely the result of isolated incidents, but rather emerges
from the complex interplay among assessment practices,
classroom relationships, and organizational context of
education. This study had several limitations. First, the data
were derived exclusively from the experiences of secondary
school students; therefore, the perspectives of teachers,
parents, and school administrators were not included. Second,
given the qualitative nature of the study, the findings were
not intended to be statistically generalizable. Future research
is therefore encouraged to adopt mixed-methods designs or
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grounded theory approaches to investigate the underlying
causes and mechanisms, through which injustice in classroom
assessment develops from the perspectives of multiple
educational stakeholders. In addition, strengthening teachers'
assessment literacy, establishing transparent assessment
criteria, and providing professional development on
recognizing and managing cognitive biases may contribute to
reducing students' perceptions of injustice and enhancing
their trust in the classroom assessment process.

Keywords: Lived Experiences, Classroom Assessment,
Phenomenological, Perceived Injustice.
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Tablel- Process of conceptualization and theme development from students' lived experiences of perceived
injustice in classroom assessment

S 9 s J BB 4 gl
llustrative Verbatim Quotation

Osomian (o s4h0 oo §
Conceptual Description

A el
Sub-themes

) O gomias
Main Theme

0315 w3 N 48 3ls o 0 Il K b e
w3 e J";}' e e V.:_MJ}:J S Ay

(£ ol pialas)
“The math teacher gave me a question he
hadn’t taught before... then when I couldn’t
answer, he slapped me on the ear... why did the

teacher have to humiliate me in front of all the
kids!” (Interviewee 4)
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“Sometimes it happened that the teacher
marked my wrong answer as correct and
another student’s correct answer as wrong... it
was as if he had this mindset that he wouldn’t
get more than 10.” (Interviewee 18)
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“We had a teacher who gave better grades to
people with certain physical features, for
example being fair-skinned and having smooth
skin... everyone in our school knew this.”
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