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Abstract

This study aims to examine Rola Nasrawin’s poetry, particularly the poem “As for Me”, through
the lens of Critical Discourse Stylistics in order to reveal the ideological perspectives and
underlying semantic systems embedded within the poetic text. Critical discourse stylistics, as a
branch of critical discourse analysis, differs from conventional discourse analysis by focusing more
intensively on the internal structures of the text and linguistic systems, while paying comparatively
less attention to external contexts influencing the creation of the text or artistic work. This
approach, by systematically analyzing the textual and semiotic frameworks, enables the
identification of hegemonies, social perspectives, and latent ideologies inherent in the text.

The poem “As for Me” is thematically centered on a comprehensive reflection on social and
human issues in the modern era. Its core concerns revolve around the human condition in
contemporary times, the erosion of values, the dominance of materialism, and the decline of
humanity. The poet employs symbolic systems, historical and religious characters, and semantically
rich vocabulary to portray the tragic condition of human societies and to present a critique of the
contemporary world. Characters such as Hammurabi and Judas Iscariot function as nominal
constructs representing justice, betrayal, power, and dominance. Their contrasts highlight the crisis
of values and moral disintegration in the society.

Through systematic and semantic analysis, this research demonstrates that Nasrawin’s poetry is
abundant in linguistic and literary energies, employing devices such as synonyms, contrasts,
dualities, and nominal presuppositions to depict the human condition and articulate the poet’s
worldview. These linguistic mechanisms not only enhance the expressive power of the poem but
also serve as tools to convey social tragedy and critique the prevailing cultural structures.

In terms of methodology, critical discourse stylistics is utilized as a tool to focus on the text and
its internal linguistic systems. Unlike traditional and aesthetic approaches that primarily emphasize
the superficial or aesthetic values of a text, this approach seeks to uncover latent ideologies and
social hegemonies embedded within the text. A systematic analysis of sentence structures, lexical
choices, nominal and verbal constructions, and narrative techniques reveals how the poet uses
language as an instrument to express social critique and represent human crisis.

The findings indicate that the poem’s title, as a symbolically incomplete nominal phrase, carries
significant semantic and ideological weight, prompting readers to contemplate the omitted elements
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and reflect on human crises and the absence of meaningful human connections. The omission of the
predicate in the title symbolizes the loss of humanity and the presence of materialism, while
simultaneously emphasizing the need to reconstruct human relationships based on love, acceptance,
and mutual dialogue.

Textual analysis also demonstrates that the poet utilizes literary devices and historical-religious
imagery to depict contrasts between values and anti-values. The presence of Hammurabi, as a
symbol of justice and rationality, and his demise, signifies the collapse of moral frameworks, while
Judas Iscariot represents betrayal, greed, and material domination. These dualities allow the poet to
portray the tragic condition of contemporary societies and critique the dominance of materialism
and the loss of humanity.

Another significant finding is the poet’s focus on social and gender dimensions. Nasrawin’s
poetry, by emphasizing the position of women and the need to reconstruct human relationships,
critiques the prevailing patriarchal discourse and the lack of genuine human connection in modern
societies. This perspective, combined with the poet’s Sufi and philosophical inclinations, creates a
space for re-evaluating values and reconstructing human identity.

Overall, the findings suggest that “As for Me”, through its poetic structures, descriptive
techniques, and symbolic lexicon, aims to challenge the prevailing cultural framework and offer a
critical perspective on social and human realities. Poetry, as a medium of expression, not only
portrays contemporary realities but also provides a foundation for reconstructing social norms and
rethinking human values.

Finally, this study demonstrates that critical discourse stylistics, particularly in the analysis of
contemporary poetry, possesses significant potential to reveal ideological perspectives, represent
social and cultural systems, and identify the power of language in shaping human experience. In
this regard, the examination of Rola Nasrawin’s poetry serves as a valuable case study for
understanding the interaction between language, ideology, and social reality in contemporary
Arabic poetry, opening new avenues for future research in this domain.

Keywords: Critical Analysis of Discourse, Critical Stylistics, Semantic and Structural Study,
Contemporary Jordanian Poetry, Rolan Nasrawin.
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