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Abstract

This study aims to investigate the rhetorical phenomenon of taghlib (predominance) in Surah al-
Bagarah as one of the Qur’an’s most subtle and impactful linguistic strategies. As the longest
chapter of the Qur’an, Surah al-Bagarah encompasses a wide range of themes, including
monotheistic doctrine, legal provisions, ethical principles, spiritual guidance, and historical
narratives about earlier communities. Its thematic richness and structural diversity create a fertile
environment for stylistic devices that enhance the depth, clarity, and persuasive effect of Qur’anic
discourse. Among these devices, taghlib stands out for its ability to convey multiple layers of
meaning through concise expression, to harmonize components of discourse, and to guide the
addressee’s interpretive orientation. This research aims to examine how taghlib operates within the
surah, the rhetorical functions it performs, and the semantic implications it introduces, thereby
revealing the Qur’an’s sophisticated utilization of linguistic mechanisms to achieve eloquence and
communicative efficiency.

The study begins by situating raghlib within the broader context of Arabic rhetorical tradition.
Classical scholars such as Sibawayh, Ibn Jinni, al-Sakkaki, and al-Qazwini1 discussed different types
of predominance, noting how Arabic often attributes a ruling to one element of a pair or group
while intending all members collectively. This characteristic appears in various forms:
predominance of the masculine over the feminine, of the rational over the non-rational, of the more
noble or more powerful element, of the existent over the non-existent, or of the addressee over the
absent. While these mechanisms reflect general principles of Arabic grammar and rhetoric, their
strategic use in the Qur’an elevates them to a higher level of meaning-making. In Surah al-Bagarah,
each instance of taghlib aligns with thematic objectives, indicating that linguistic choices are not
arbitrary, but serve communicative, pedagogical, and psychological purposes.

The research employs a descriptive-analytical methodology that identifies verses exhibiting
taghlib and analyzes them within their syntactic and semantic environments. Each occurrence is
examined in relation to its rhetorical force, its contribution to thematic coherence, and its role in
intensifying meaning. The analysis draws upon classical lexicons, rhetorical manuals, grammatical
studies, and Qur’anic exegesis to situate each example within both linguistic tradition and Qur’anic
context. Through this approach, the study uncovers the precision with which taghlib is used not
only as a linguistic device but also as an instrument for shaping the moral and intellectual
orientation of the addressee.

The findings of the study reveal several key dimensions of zaghl/ib in Surah al-Bagarah. One
major type is the predominance of the masculine form, which functions as the standard grammatical
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form for generalization in Arabic. The Qur’an uses masculine plurals to address both men and
women in order to achieve brevity without compromising inclusiveness. This stylistic choice
enhances universality, emphasizes collective responsibility, and maintains the structural harmony of
the discourse. Another significant pattern is the predominance of the addressee over the absent,
which shifts the tone from narrative distance to direct engagement. This transition strengthens the
emotive and persuasive power of the text, creating immediacy and intensifying moral
accountability. Through this technique, the Qur’an transforms general statements into personally
charged messages, prompting reflection and action.

Additionally, the study highlights the predominance of rational beings in pronoun usage. Even
when a group includes non-rational entities, the Qur’an frequently selects a pronoun associated with
rational beings. This choice reflects the centrality of intellect in Qur’anic epistemology and
underscores the privileged status of human beings as bearers of divine guidance. It also reinforces
the thematic emphasis on knowledge, awareness, and moral responsibility as foundational pillars of
faith. Another noteworthy pattern is the predominance of feminine terms over masculine ones in
certain historical or temporal contexts, such as the usage of “nights” in place of “days.” This
linguistic feature reflects the cultural and religious centrality of the lunar calendar in Arab society,
and the Qur’an employs it to evoke continuity, devotion, and ritual rhythm in passages related to
worship and sacred time.

Furthermore, the study identifies predominance of the existent over the non-existent, where the
Qur’an assigns a ruling based on what is realized or present rather than what is hypothetical. This
tendency enhances certainty in communication, strengthens the tone of assurance, and foregrounds
tangible realities over speculative possibilities. It also serves a pedagogical role by guiding the
addressee toward prioritizing concrete obligations and established truths. In other instances, the
Qur’an uses predominance to unify groups under a shared moral or legal category, especially when
emphasizing accountability, rebuke, or communal duty. By attributing a ruling to a dominant
subgroup within a larger category, the discourse achieves both rhetorical conciseness and moral
emphasis.

Taken together, these patterns illustrate that zaghlib in Surah al-Bagarah is far more than a
grammatical phenomenon; it represents a sophisticated expressive strategy that enriches meaning,
reinforces theological themes, and enhances coherence across the surah’s diverse topics. Its
functions extend beyond linguistic economy to encompass psychological persuasion, ethical
guidance, and spiritual elevation. Through taghlib, the Qur’an directs attention to the dominance of
truth over falsehood, guidance over deviation, and righteous conduct over transgression. It equips
the discourse with symbolic power, enabling the text to convey multilayered meanings with elegant
conciseness. The phenomenon thereby contributes significantly to the Qur’an’s linguistic
inimitability, demonstrating how stylistic devices operate in harmony with theological and moral
messages.

In conclusion, the current study affirms that taghlib in Surah al-Bagarah serves as a central
rhetorical mechanism that transcends structural articulation and penetrates thematic depth. Its
deliberate deployment enhances eloquence, intensifies semantic richness, and reinforces the
Qur’an’s communicative purposes. By illuminating the intricate functions of taghlib, this research
contributes to a deeper understanding of Qur’anic rhetoric and opens pathways for further
exploration of stylistic phenomena in other surahs.

Keywords: Taghlib, Surah al-Bagarah, Qur’anic Rhetoric, Metaphorical Expression, Linguistic
Inimitability.
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