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Abstract

Contemporary Arab literature, notably in the cultural and political contexts of Africa, has invariably
served as a platform for portraying the experiences of colonialism, discrimination, collective pain,
and historical resistance. Muhammad Fitouri, a poet of Sudanese descent, is one of the most
prominent figures who, in a poetic yet informed language, has depicted the concerns of black
people, marginalized people, and oppressed nations. Employing Daniel Chandler's theoretical
framework of symbolism, this study attempts to analyze how the discourse of suffering and
resistance is formed and represented in the poem Ahzana Al-Madina [the Sorrows of the Black
City]. This is a bid not only to identify overt signs in the text, but also to uncover hidden semantic
relationships, linguistic and semiotic structures, and intertextual connections in the poem. This
approach, in texts with a strong ideological charge in particular, such as Fitouri's works, can prompt
a deeper understanding of the resistance potentials in literature.

This study attempts to analyze the hidden semantic structures in the poem the Sorrows of the
Black City by Mohammad Fitouri, harnessing the codes of Daniel Chandler's (2008) theory. The
method is based on semiotic analysis; by analyzing the codes at different levels of the poem, it is
explained how meaning is produced, represented, and recreated in the text. First, the prominent
codes of the poem are identified according to Daniel Chandler's theoretical codes. Then, each code
is analyzed in relation to the social context, metaphorical discourse, and semantic system of the text.
In addition to strengthening an interdisciplinary perspective on literature, this research indicates that
code theory can be an effective tool for understanding the hidden layers of meaning in texts that
reflect lived experiences of colonialism, discrimination, and cultural identity.

The concept of "codes"” in semiotics refers to a system of signification in which a set of signs is
applied within the framework of specific rules to produce meaning. Codes act as invisible
instructions that supervise the production and interpretation of signs. In the analysis of signs,
Danielle Chandler stresses that no sign is inherently meaningful, but that meaning is formed only in
the context of a specific code; a code that is rooted in culture, history, and dominant ideologies.
From this perspective, codes not only encompass natural language, but also visual systems, social
behaviors, clothing styles, architecture, media, and mental and discursive structures. In this context,
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Chandler, in his reading of different intellectual traditions of semiotics, extracts five types of macro-
codes: 1) Social Code, 2) Textual Code, 3) Interpretative Code, 4) Perceptual Code, and 5) Realist
Code. In this research, all codes in the poetic text are examined. Chandler introduces the five codes
as follows:

1. Social codes: These codes indicate a person's belonging to a social category such as clan,
family, job, association, etc. From Chandler's perspective, things such as A) spoken language codes
(including phonological, syntactic, lexical, metalinguistic, and prosodic subcodes), B) body codes
(nonverbal communication such as physical contact, proximity, gaze, facial expressions, head and
body movements), C), commodity codes (such as fashion, clothing, automobiles), and D) and
behavioral codes (including manners, rituals, and playing social roles) fall into this category.

2. Textual codes: These codes govern the text itself and decide its linguistic, artistic, or media
characteristics. From Chandler's perspective, these types of codes are categorized into scientific
codes, aesthetic codes, genre codes, rhetorical codes, stylistic codes, and media codes.

3. Interpretive codes: Codes related to the ways of interpreting, understanding, and giving
meaning to the text, including things like perceptual and ideological codes. While perceptual codes
are codes based on which the perception of the world is made, ideological codes are systems of
meaning within which political, economic, or social views, such as individualism, feminism,
capitalism, etc., are encoded.

4. Perceptual codes: These include codes that, according to Gestalt psychologists, are some of
the universal characteristics and features in human visual perception, which in semiotics can be
considered to constitute a perceptual code.

5. Realism code: These codes are more suggestive than representative and refer more to codes
than to reality. To accept this position, it is not necessary to deny the existence of external reality,
but it seems necessary to recognize realistic and conventional textual codes.

Overall, this study clearly shows that semiotic analysis, and notably the examination of social,
textual, and interpretive codes, reveals the diverse and complex dimensions of Muhammad Fituri's
political-cultural poems. The analysis of social codes exhibits that poetry, beyond mere verbal
language, reflects a complex structure of power relations, discrimination, and oppression by
utilizing social symbols and behaviors, such as the depiction of stillness and, at the same time, fire
in the "City", as well as the use of the body, behavior, and symbolic actions. This code deeply
connects the socio-historical conditions of black people and the cultural space of Africa.

In the textual code section, the focus is on the structural and aesthetic features of the text, which
have created a multilayered and meaningful space by using metaphorical language, poetic images,
and rhetorical devices. This code not only influences the way content is presented but also allows
for different and polyphonic readings of the text. Interpretive code plays the most important role in
the process of meaning-making as it directly addresses the perceptual and ideological readings of
the audience. Through these codes, poetry acts as a discursive platform that not only recounts the
history of black people and their suffering but also offers a profound critique of structures of
domination, colonialism, and inequality, while simultaneously cultivating a discourse of resistance.

Keywords: Semiotics, Codes, Discourse of Resistance, Mohammad Fitouri, Daniel Chandler, The
Poem Ahzana Al-Madinah.
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