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Abstract

The Shagshaqiyyah Sermon, the third sermon in Nahj al-Balaghah (pp. 48-51), represents one of
the most profound and emotionally charged rhetorical masterpieces attributed to Imam Ali (peace
be upon him). Delivered in Kufa circa 35 AH following the assassination of the third caliph
Uthman, this sermon emerged during a period of profound political upheaval and social
fragmentation. The historical context reveals a community grappling with administrative corruption,
nepotism, and the controversial circumstances surrounding the succession to the caliphate after the
Prophet's death. This sermon transcends its immediate historical moment to become a timeless
declaration addressing themes of usurped authority, enforced silence, ethical patience, and
principled resistance.

The significance of the Shaqshaqiyyah Sermon lies not merely in its historical documentation of
a critical transitional period but in its extraordinary linguistic architecture that simultaneously
conveys personal anguish, social critique, and transcendent moral values. The sermon’s title itself
derives from its concluding metaphor—shigshigah (the sound of a camel's fury)—which Ibn Abbas
reports as Imam Ali's characterization of his interrupted discourse: "That was a blurt that burst forth
and then subsided"”. This vivid imagery encapsulates the sermon's essence: controlled rage giving
way to wisdom, protest tempered by forbearance.

Previous scholarly approaches to Nahj al-Baldaghah have examined individual sermons through
various lenses—phonetic analysis of the Ashbah Sermon, conceptual blending theory applied to
Sermon 87, and phonetic-lexical studies of Sermon 221. However, these studies have typically
focused on isolated dimensions without achieving comprehensive integration. This research
addresses this methodological gap by conducting a multidimensional stylistic analysis that
synthesizes lexical repetition patterns, syntactic structures, rhetorical devices, semantic fields, and
functional linguistic dimensions within a unified analytical framework.

This study adopts an integrative theoretical framework that bridges modern linguistic stylistics
with classical Islamic rhetorical theory, creating a dialogical methodology capable of revealing both
the universal linguistic mechanisms and culturally specific rhetorical strategies operative within the
sermon.

Linguistic Stylistics Foundation: The analytical framework draws primarily upon Michael
Halliday's Systemic Functional Linguistics (1985), particularly his tripartite functional model
comprising: 1) the ideational function, through which language represents experience and constructs
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reality; 2) the interpersonal function, whereby language establishes social relations and expresses
attitudes; and 3) the textual function, which creates coherent and cohesive discourse. This
framework enables systematic examination of how the sermon simultaneously conveys historical
events, establishes emotional rapport with the audience, and maintains linguistic cohesion.
Complementing Halliday's model, Roman Jakobson's theory of the poetic function (1960)
illuminates how patterns of repetition, parallelism, and aesthetic organization transform utilitarian
communication into artistically charged discourse that commands attention through its very form.
Islamic Rhetorical Heritage: The analysis integrates classical Arabic-Islamic rhetorical principles
from seminal figures, including al-Jahiz (al-Bayan wa al-Tabyin, 1968), who emphasized that
rhetorical devices constitute the soul of eloquent speech, and Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani (Dala'il al-
l'jaz, 1984), whose theory of nazm (compositional arrangement) demonstrates how meaning
emerges from syntactic relationships rather than isolated lexical items. Ibn Abi al-Hadid's
fourteenth-century commentary on Nahj al-Balaghah provides invaluable contextual interpretation,
while contemporary scholars such as al-Kht'T and Makarim Shirazi offer modern hermeneutical
perspectives.

Analytical Methodology: The research employs a qualitative analytical approach organized along
five interconnected axes: (1) Lexical Frequency Analysis examines patterns of word repetition and
semantic field distribution to identify thematic priorities; (2) Structural Analysis investigates
sentence length variation, parallel constructions, and syntactic patterns to reveal rhythmic
organization; (3) Rhetorical Analysis catalogs and interprets metaphors, similes, alliteration (saj ),
antithesis, and other stylistic devices; (4) Semantic Analysis contextualizes meanings within
historical, cultural, and emotional frameworks; (5) Functional Linguistic Analysis applies Halliday's
tripartite model to demonstrate how the sermon simultaneously represents reality, constructs
relationships, and achieves textual coherence. The primary text utilized is Subhi Salih's critical
edition of Nahj al-Balaghah (1414 AH), supplemented by authoritative commentaries.

Lexical Repetition Patterns: Quantitative analysis reveals strategic deployment of key terms that
establish the sermon's thematic architecture. The word sabr (patience) appears four times, creating
an emotional axis that transforms political critique into spiritual testimony. Each iteration—"I
remained patient with a thorn in my eye and a bone stuck in my throat"—accumulates affective
weight, portraying forbearance not as passive acceptance but as active ethical resistance. The term
al-nas (the people) recurs three times, constructing a social axis that directly engages the Kufan
audience while critiquing collective complicity in injustice. The divine name A/lah appears three
times, always in oath formulations, establishing a transcendent axis that elevates personal grievance
to cosmic principle. High-frequency emotional vocabulary—including gadha (irritant), shaja
(choking), nahban (plunder), and mikznah (tribulation)—creates a semantic field of suffering that
transforms the sermon into what Jakobson would term a "cry from within" rather than merely
political commentary.

Syntactic Architecture: The sermon exhibits remarkable structural variety that mirrors its
emotional trajectory. Initial segments deploy staccato short sentences averaging fewer than ten
words—"By God, he usurped it,"” "I drew a veil before it," "l remained patient"—creating urgency
and suppressed fury. These abrupt constructions embody what Ibn Abi al-Hadid identified as
resembling pre-Islamic hija’ (invective poetry) in their capacity to arrest attention and convey
intensity. Progressively, the discourse transitions to elongated complex sentences—"Were it not for
the presence of witnesses, the establishment of proof through supporters, and God's covenant with
scholars"—reflecting movement from raw emotion toward reasoned argumentation. Extensive
parallel structures—"lIts thorns grew thick and its touch became rough,” "If he gave it rein, it tore
him; if he held it tight, it threw him"—create rhythmic cadences that enhance memorability while
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organizing critique systematically. The single rhetorical question—"By God and consultation, when
did doubt about me arise compared to the first of them?"—functions as a pivotal challenge that
invites audience judgment. Poetic citation from al-A‘sha and Quranic verse (28:83) elevate the
discourse from mundane complaint to literary and divine dimensions.

Rhetorical Imagery: The sermon deploys sophisticated metaphorical networks. The central
metaphor tagammasaha (he clothed himself with it) portrays the caliphate as a garment
illegitimately donned, creating what Lakoff and Johnson term a "structural metaphor" mapping
political usurpation onto bodily appropriation. The simile "like the mane of a hyena" (ka- ‘urf al-
dabu ) depicts the crowd's chaotic rush with visceral contempt through an animal notorious for
ugliness. The extended metaphor positioning the Imam as "the axis of the millstone” (ma/all al-
qusb min al-raka) asserts centrality and indispensability through concrete imagery comprehensible
to the audience. The culminating metaphor—shigshigah hadarat thumma qgarrat (a blurt that burst
forth then subsided)—brilliantly encapsulates the sermon's arc from eruption to composure, rage to
wisdom, through the image of a camel's controlled vocalization. These devices fulfill al-Jahiz's
criterion that rhetoric should vivify abstract concepts through sensory experience.

Functional Dimensions: Applying Halliday's framework reveals multidimensional
sophistication. The ideational function reconstructs historical reality—caliphal succession,
administrative corruption, communal complicity—through carefully selected transitivity patterns
that assign agency and culpability. The interpersonal function establishes complex positioning:
divine oaths (wa-A/lah) claim transcendent authority; first-person constructions (sabartu, "I
remained patient”) invite identification; second-person references (al-nas) create accountability.
Modality markers oscillate between certainty in denouncing injustice and conditional constructions
exploring alternative histories. The textual function achieves coherence through lexical cohesion
(repetition of core terms), grammatical cohesion (conjunctive particles organizing temporal and
logical sequences), and thematic progression from grievance through analysis to transcendent
detachment. The sermon thus functions simultaneously as historical narrative, ethical argument, and
spiritual testament.

The Shagshaqiyyah Sermon exemplifies how linguistic form and rhetorical strategy coalesce to
create enduring persuasive power. Through strategic lexical repetition, the sermon establishes
intersecting thematic axes—patience as an ethical stance, social critique of collective behavior, and
divine authority transcending human politics. Syntactic variation from fragmented urgency to
measured complexity mirrors emotional movement from outrage to wisdom. Sophisticated
metaphorical networks render abstract political philosophy tangible through vivid imagery
accessible to diverse audiences across centuries. Functional analysis demonstrates how the
discourse simultaneously represents historical reality, constructs ethical relationships between
speaker and audience, and maintains textual integrity.

The present study’s methodological integration distinguishes it from previous scholarship by
demonstrating how multiple analytical dimensions mutually illuminate rather than merely
accumulate insights. The sermon emerges not as a historical artifact alone but as a living linguistic
achievement that continues resonating because its rhetorical strategies address perennial tensions
between power and justice, patience and resistance, emotion and wisdom.

As a model for analyzing classical Islamic texts through contemporary linguistic frameworks,
this research suggests productive directions for future scholarship: comparative analysis of
rhetorical strategies across Nahj al-Balaghah's sermons, examination of how manuscript
transmission affected linguistic features, and exploration of the sermon’s reception history through
stylistic commentary traditions. The Shaqshaqiyyah Sermon ultimately validates Ibn Abrt al-Hadid's
assessment that Imam Ali's discourse occupies a unique position—"below divine speech yet above
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human utterance"—precisely because its linguistic architecture achieves what both sacred scripture
and literary art accomplish: transforming language into an instrument of lasting transformation.

Keywords: Shagshagiyyah Sermon, Stylistic Analysis, Islamic Rhetoric, Linguistic Functions,
Syntactic Structure
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2. Ontological Metaphor
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