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Introduction

Political participation is widely recognized as one of the fundamental pillars of political development, democratic governance, and
legitimacy of political systems. Citizens' participation in political affairs not only reflects the realization of the right to self-
determination, but also contributes to social cohesion, political stability, and institutional accountability. Over the past decade,
political participation has become one of the most extensively studied topics in Iranian political science, sociology, public
administration, and communication studies. Existing research has investigated numerous determinants of political participation,
including social capital, political trust, political culture, economic conditions, social media, citizenship rights, gender, ethnic
diversity, and electoral behavior. Despite the considerable growth of empirical and theoretical studies, the overall intellectual
structure of this body of knowledge has remained largely unexplored. Most previous studies have focused on individual variables or
have employed meta-analysis to synthesize empirical findings, while no comprehensive bibliometric investigation has mapped the
evolution of scientific production in this field. Therefore, this study aimed to analyze the scientific landscape of political
participation research in Iran through bibliometric techniques and science mapping. Specifically, the study sought to identify
publication trends, prolific authors and institutions, core journals, thematic clusters, and the conceptual structure of political
participation research conducted in Iran between 2015 and 2025.

Materials & Methods

This study was an applied quantitative bibliometric research
based on science mapping techniques. The statistical
population consisted of all Persian scientific publications
related to political participation produced by Iranian
researchers and indexed in Iranian academic journal
databases during the period from 2015 to 2025. A systematic
search strategy was employed by using the keyword
"Political Participation” in article titles and keywords. The
search covered journals in political science, sociology, social
sciences, economics, and management. After applying
inclusion and exclusion criteria and removing irrelevant
records, a final dataset of 591 scientific articles was selected
for analysis.

The extracted metadata included article titles,
authors, institutional affiliations, journal titles, publication
years, and keywords. Because domestic databases did not
provide standardized bibliometric outputs, all records were
manually extracted, cleaned, and standardized. Variations in
author names, keyword spellings, and synonymous concepts
were harmonized to improve analytical accuracy.

Data analysis was conducted by using Microsoft Excel
and VOSviewer software. Excel was employed to generate
descriptive statistics and identify publication trends,
productive authors, institutions, and core journals.
VOSviewer was used to perform keyword co-occurrence
analysis and visualize the conceptual structure of the field.
Network maps, overlay visualization, and density
visualization were generated to identify thematic clusters,
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conceptual relationships, emerging research topics, and
underexplored areas.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion

The keyword co-occurrence analysis identified 85 highly
connected keywords, which were organized into 11 thematic
clusters representing the conceptual foundations of political
participation research in Iran. These clusters included
governance, political identity, political behavior, political
security, civil society, public sphere, elections, political
culture, political communication, constitutional rights, and
political development.

The network visualization demonstrated that "Political
Participation" occupied the central position within the
conceptual network and exhibited the strongest relationships
with social capital, elections, political culture, and political
development. These findings indicated that Iranian scholars
had predominantly conceptualized political participation
within sociological and institutional frameworks, rather than
through behavioral or technological perspectives alone.

5 major research streams emerged from the network
analysis. The first focused on social capital, public trust,
institutional trust, civil society, and good governance as the
principal foundations of political participation. The second
emphasized political culture, political socialization, political
awareness, and political efficacy, particularly among younger
generations. The third investigated electoral participation,
voting behavior, democratic institutions, and parliamentary
elections. The fourth examined political participation from
the perspectives of gender, ethnic identity, citizenship rights,
constitutional rights, and minority participation. Finally, the
fifth stream represented the growing influence of social
media, digital communication, public sphere, and
globalization on contemporary patterns of political
participation.

Overlay visualization revealed a clear temporal
transformation in research priorities. Earlier studies mainly
concentrated on traditional concepts, such as political trust,
civil society, voting behavior, and public institutions,
whereas more recent publications had increasingly
emphasized social media, digital communication,
universities, students, political parties, and globalization. This
finding suggested that Iranian political participation research
was gradually shifting from classical institutional approaches
toward digital and network-based perspectives.

Strategic Research on Social Problems, Vol. 16, Issue 1, No. 56, 2027

Density visualization further demonstrated that political
participation, social capital, and elections constituted the
densest and most frequently studied concepts within the
literature. Conversely, topics like women's rights, minorities,
constitutional rights, human rights, sustainable development,
and political jurisprudence remained relatively peripheral
despite their theoretical significance. These findings revealed
important research gaps and indicated opportunities for future
interdisciplinary investigations.

Overall, the bibliometric evidence suggested that political
participation research in Iran had experienced substantial
quantitative growth while simultaneously becoming
increasingly interdisciplinary. Nevertheless, the intellectual
structure of the field continued to be dominated by election-
centered and social capital-oriented approaches. Compared
with international research, Iranian scholarship showed
considerable convergence regarding the importance of
political trust, social capital, and digital media; however,
greater attention should be devoted to digital activism, online
political participation, marginalized social groups, citizenship
rights, and emerging forms of networked political
engagement. The findings provide a comprehensive scientific
map of political participation studies in Iran and offer
valuable guidance for researchers, policymakers, and
academic institutions in identifying dominant research trends,
conceptual gaps, and future research priorities.

Keywords: Political Participation, Social Capital, Political
Culture, Elections, Social Media.
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Fig 1- Keyword co-occurrence network map in the field of political participation
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Table 1- Keyword clustering (based on software output)
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Figure 2: Overlay visualization map (historical evolution) of research keywords

(555 & Jilete o 53,5 b)) ogb 8 ol
(Ol oA Slgmn i plaz=l sladlay Lha JE51
S, Ll s «ngﬁl_...:f;f» AU PR P V)
5 el Cral ol 48l ol el ol asitie 3
Ol Oliie 4z g5 ot sladl w5 a8 das o O3S
e B Slagsts A e o sl
e ges S A8 wlerl gl 5 bl Ll
5 Mol sl ol 3l ol il AsL ayis

kL.w‘ eé‘b B et J’Zﬁ*j wL_.w d)m B dM&L@.?-

(JIA}}_{ 6\.&3\53}5;&) JL{?M }.JPU_ '(&.-)
s € 0L 5 5,5 31 i i 3l eslisd L 1, oS

(e}; JT}&M%E) buh'_«z.;ﬁ'jﬁlg; V.;ALM
Ol Sds dmale) d—wliw slazeh) Jle epalis
(3l slazeh 5 (o st0 42D (0 508 3 52 ‘«&JA)L;L
sladlo ;3 a8 das e LIS el ol ajls 3 el ol s
C,..»‘ b)ﬁ Q% le.ﬁjtb-lﬂ: B} L;all.:...d L;.»JL...IJW[}-

G 5 $lo3 b i) 138 Jl> s peales

d ozl Blo ;o uslios &S i) dle (5 0 slae S
S (edul gl daead d(mwlmw dao 91 allh
ol a5 Koy pl sl 3 ikl s (e g
anllless g 5595 Jsb s r.:ALLa S PP SV IG] Ve R S JUN SV
S e e o5 ol Sl ol By Ol ey &S

d https://doi.org/10.22108/srspi.2026.148621.2219


https://doi.org/10.22108/srspi.2026.148621.2219

VN ol ol (01) by o )le 2ol e elonl filos (g2 ml5 glo fa g5

1

el gy Sl 53 051508 el

Rl e g DL (S oS1 5 Gline o ol Bals o515

5 oS laa s Ll gl Rl (ol i

SR Sl 3 ealis o158 Y ISS
Fig 3- Density map of concepts in the research literature
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