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Abstract: In the urban governance paradigm, countries range across a spectrum from centralized to semi-centralized and
decentralized models. The urban governance model in different countries is shaped by the framework of the governance system,
the constitution, and development strategies. The present study first asks which model has been able to provide a more
appropriate response to the contemporary needs of urban societies, and then conducts a comparative analysis of the
implementation of the semi-centralized governance model in the urban management of Iran and Senegal, with an emphasis on
the component of "political devolution.” This research is applied in terms of purpose and descriptive-analytical and comparative
in terms of method. Adopting a qualitative approach and utilizing the "systematic comparative method" and a systematic
literature review, the required data were collected through library-documentary methods. Causal-explanatory data analysis was
conducted within the framework of five indicators: governmental structure, legal framework, financial resources, popular
participation, and efficiency. The findings indicate that Senegal, by establishing empowered local institutions and securing
genuine citizen participation, has been more successful in institutionalizing the semi-centralized model. In contrast, Iran, despite
the establishment of local institutions, faces serious challenges due to the persistence of a centralized political structure and
structural limitations on civil society participation. Successful implementation of the semi-centralized model appears to require
political will for genuine delegation of authority, an appropriate legal framework, and the strengthening of social capital. The
conclusion is that effective political devolution necessitates clarity in defining authorities, ensuring sustainable resources, and
establishing a robust mechanism of mutual accountability between central and local government. By drawing on Senegal's
experiences in diversifying local revenue sources and increasing the legal powers of councils, Iran can take effective steps
towards transitioning to efficient and accountable urban governance.
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