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Abstract

This research aims to study the Zowzan territories and the role they can play in the foreign relations of the
Kharazmshahian. Zowzan-e-Khaf was one of the greatest cities of the Khwarazmshahian state. Zowzan
territories were among the greatest territories in the Kharazmshahian period. They played a considerable role in
the political development of the Kharazmshahian. The main question of the research is: "What role did the
Zowzan territories play in foreign relations and political events during the Kharazmshahian era?" The research
was conducted as a library study using a descriptive-analytical method. The research results indicate that
Zowzan, located at the intersection of Harat, Neishabour, Quohestan, and Firouzkouh, was of importance for
Kharazmshahian, who wanted to dominate Khorasan and the southern part of Iran. Dominating the economic and
commercial interests of Quohestan, of which Zowzan, Tun, and Gonabad were important centres, were the
centres of cotton and silk fabrics production, and important trade routes passed through them, which was
considered one of the strategic policies of the Kharazmshahian and Ghourian. Kharamshahian succeeded in both
diminishing the Ghourian control in Zowzan and dominating Salghari Atabakis in Fars by occupying Kerman. In
addition, they spread out their territories from the Persian Gulf to the Oman Sea and got more financial supplies.

Keywords: Zowzan, Zowzan Territories, Kharazmshahian, Foreign Relationships, Khorasan.

Introduction

Zowzan -e-Khaf was one of the greatest cities of the Kharazmshahian state, whose Zowzan territories played an
important role in the politics of that era. Today, Zowzan is a village in the Zowzan district of the city of Khaf in
the Razavi Khorasan province. The location of the Zowzan highway, which was located between the important
centres of Khorasan at that time, namely Herat and Nishabur, Quohestan and Firouzkouh in the province of
Ghour, was of great importance to the Kharazmshahian who intended to dominate Khorasan and the territory of
the Ghourian. Zowzan was also considered the gateway to Kerman and dominated the coasts of the Sea of
Oman, and with the help of Zowzan territories, the Kharazmshahian could exert influence on the Salghari
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Atabakis in Fars by occupying Kerman and the southern coasts. The Kharazmshahian always supported the
Zowzan territories.

This research aims at studying the Zowzan territories and the role they can play in policy and foreign
relationships of the Kharazmshahian and the reasons and methods for this role-playing. Despite the fact that the
architectural and artistic works of the Zowzan territories of the Kharazmshahian era have received much
attention from archaeologists and experts, Zowzan territories and their role and position in the history of the
Kharazmshahian era are among the topics that have received less attention from researchers. Therefore, the
purpose of the present study, in addition to introducing Zowzan territories, is to examine and explain their role in
foreign relations and political developments of the Kharazmshahi era. In this regard, the reasons and methods for
the interactions of the Kharazmshahian with Zowzan territories, the ups and downs and challenges of the role-
playing of Zowzan territories, and the consequences and achievements of this role-playing in the aforementioned
era have been explained.

Materials and Methods

The research was conducted as a library study using a descriptive-analytical method. To introduce the Zowzan
territories and the foreign relations of the Kharazmshahian, historical sources from the Kharazmshahian and
llkhanid era, such as the works of Jaozejani, Nasavi, Ibn Athir, Jovaini, and Shabankaraei, as well as local
histories of Khorasan and Kerman, such as the works of Naser al-Din Monshi Kermani, Afzal al-Din Abu
Hamed Kermani, and Seifi Heravi, and the work of Qhafas Oghli, were used.

Research Findings

The research results indicate that the Zowzan territories ruled over Kerman with Zowzan as the centre, and,
while overseeing the power relations in Khorasan, managed the expansionist goals of the Kharazmshahian in the
southern half of Iran. The Kharazmshahian were indebted to the Zowzan territories for their territorial expansion,
domination over Herat, conquest of Ghour, influence over Quohestan, occupation of Kerman, domination over
Solghori Atabakis in Fars, and Shabankareh, Hormoz, and Sistan territories, and consequently, the trade routes
and benefits. The Zowzan territories, representing the Kharazmshahian, exerted influence over the southern half
of Iran up to the borders of Send and Makkoran through Kerman.

Discussion of Results and Conclusions

During the Kharazmshahian era, Zowzan was a vassal of Nishabour, whose rulers ruled Kerman with Zowzan as
their centre and supervised the developments and power relations in Khorasan, while managing the expansionist
goals of the Kharazmshahian in the southern half of Iran. In fact, by reviving and establishing new centres of
power in Khorasan, including Zowzan, the Kharazmshahian tried to establish a balance of power in Khorasan
and also create new loyalties for their government, while controlling their family rivals, and pursuing their
expansionist goals in Khorasan and the southern and western half of Iran.

The Kharazmshahian owed their territorial expansion and domination over Herat, overpowering the
Ghourian, exerting influence on Quohestan, capturing Kerman, and dominating Atabkan in Fars and the
Shabankare, Hormoz, and Sistan territories, and as a result, the trade routes and their benefits, to the Zowzan
territories. The Zowzan territories, on behalf of the Kharazmshahian, used to influence the southern half of Iran
up to the Send and Makkoran through Kerman, and sent huge financial resources to the Kharazmshahian from
monitoring its trade. Also, from these revenues, they left behind a valuable architectural and civilizational
heritage in Zowzan -e-Khaf. In the end, the authority of the Zowzan territories ended with the Mongol attack.
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