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Introduction

Thirdspace represents a locus of power and resistance within urban protests. As Soja (1996) explains, the first space refers to the
material and physical dimensions of space, while the second space concerns the social comprehension of those material dimensions.
The third space, however, emerges as a site where everyday urban discipline is deconstructed and reconstructed. It is not merely a
spatial struggle, but a discursive construction shaped by protesters, who dismantle the spatial discipline of daily life in order to
articulate their political and economic demands. In this sense, Thirdspace becomes a discursive counter-construction against the
hegemonic political discourse of the state. As Wodak (2009) emphasizes, discourse is not confined to abstract ideas; it also
encompasses actions rooted in discourse that reproduce and transform it. In recent years, diverse urban protests—such as the Yellow
Vest movement, the Chilean Spring, and the Gezi Park protests—have demonstrated converging Thirdspace discourses. This study
was based on an examination of the Thirdspace discourse in two urban protests: the 2019 protests in Chile and Iran.

Materials & Methods

Edward Soja (1996) conceptualized Thirdspace as a space of
resistance against both the physical aspects of space and their
social comprehension, enabling the construction of new urban
realities. This idea draws inspiration from Lefebvre's (1991)
notion of the right to the city, but as Merrifield (2013) argues,
it particularly concerns marginalized citizens overlooked by
the state. In urban protests, Thirdspace functions as a
discursive tool for politically and economically excluded
citizens to express their discontent spatially. Protesters occupy
streets while simultaneously mobilizing through the internet
and social media, extending urban space into virtual domains.
Tufekci (2017) highlights how digital platforms reshape the
rules of urban protest. Moreover, recent movements have

increasingly embraced nonviolent strategies; as Chenoweth
and Stephan (2011) contend, nonviolent struggles allow
protesters to sustain everyday life alongside street activism.
Touraine (2019) views protest as a means of reclaiming
political subjectivity, while Melucci (1998) emphasizes its role
in challenging hegemonic codes. Dikec (2015) further argues
that urban space itself becomes a subject within protest. In
Thirdspace, space is not merely a backdrop, but a central
element of discursive construction. This research employed
historical discourse analysis as developed by Ruth Wodak
(2001, 2009). The method identified the core logical
arguments of discourse, as well as the action patterns,
strategies, and fields in which actions occur as part of
discursive processes. Textual data and intertextualities within
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historical contexts served as the primary sources of analysis.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion

The results of the research indicated that the Thirdspace
discourse of both the 2019 protests in Chile and Iran was based
on 3 main topoi: the topos of hope and respect, the topos of
political subjectivity, and the topos of justice and
inclusiveness. The most significant forms of spatial activism
in these movements were rooted in street occupation and
included carnivalistic activism, cyber-rhizomatic activism,
symbolic activism, and vandalistic activism.

These topoi were also reflected in the action patterns.
Carnivalistic actions embodied the topos of hope and respect
grounded in a sense of joy and civil behavior. In contrast,
vandalistic actions represented the topos of justice and
inclusiveness, expressing outrage over being ignored and
demanding inclusion in urban policymaking. Symbolic actions
represented the topos of political subjectivity and the demand
to have an effective role in macro-level policymaking. Cyber-
rhizomatic actions provided a new context for expressing
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political subjectivity by combining street presence with social
media mobilization.

Within these movements, the Thirdspace discourse
functioned as the critiques of the economic model and the
neglect of protesters' demands in policymaking. These
critiques were articulated spatially in urban space, disrupting
the discipline of everyday urban life to expose economic and
political grievances. Despite differences in economic and
political structures, the Thirdspace discourse in both protests
was remarkably similar. In Chile, a democratic society,
neoliberal economic policies were the main cause of social
dissatisfaction, whereas in Iran, a non-democratic society,
austerity economic policies were the primary driver of
protests. Notwithstanding these differences, urban space
became the central arena. Given these similarities, it could be
argued that urban protests are becoming increasingly
convergent on a global scale.

Keywords: Urban Protests, Thirdspace, Spatial Activism
Pattern, Discourse, Topoi, Chile, Iran.
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