https://coth.ui.ac.ir/?lang=en
Journal of Comparative Theology
E-ISSN: 2322-3421
Document Type: Research Paper
Vol. 18, Issue 2, No.40, 2027 pp.57-70
Receive: 23/12/2025 Accepted: 09/06/2026

Allameh Tabataba'i's Burhan al-Siddigin as a Mystical Understanding

Aziz Alizadeh Salteh " *
Assistant Professor, Department of Theology and Islamic Studies, khoy .C, Islamic Azad University, Khoy, Iran
alizadehsalteh@iau.ac.ir

Abstract

Burhan al-Siddigin (Seddigin Argument), regarded as the most robust way of proving the existence of God, has been
formulated in the thought of Allameh Tabataba'i based on the "principle of reality." This formulation is acknowledged by
some great thinkers as the best and shortest path to proving the Self-Existent Exalted (Wajib al-Wujiid). An analysis of
the philosophical and mystical capacities of this formulation is essential for determining its true place within Islamic
epistemological systems. This research, aiming to analyze and evaluate Allameh's formulation and determine its degree
of rigor through the method of rational analysis, has examined two key axes: the analysis of the logical form of the proof
and the determination of its precise conclusion, as well as the examination of the claim of the "self-evidence" of the
existence of the Self-Existent Exalted through this path. The conclusion is that Allameh Tabataba'i's formulation of the
Burhan al-Siddiqin, despite all its depth and conciseness, seems incomplete as a merely transcendental proof within the
framework of Peripatetic philosophy or transcendent theosophy (al-hikmah al-muta'aliyah) to prove the identity of the
"principle of reality" with the Self-Existent. The explanatory power of this formulation flourishes when we understand it
with the backing of a mystical worldview in which the truth of existence is exclusive to the Divine Essence, and all other
creatures are considered its modes, manifestations, and appearances. In this case, every reference to "reality" ultimately
refers to that same transcendent Truth, the Self-Existent.

Keywords: Allameh Tabataba'i, Burhan al-Siddigin, Principle of Reality, Islamic Mysticism, Self-Existent (Wajib al-
Wujid).

Introduction

The Seddigin Argument is one of the most important proofs for the existence of God in Islamic philosophy, distinguished
by the fact that it argues from the very reality of existence itself—without appealing to creatures or contingent beings as
intermediaries—to the existence of God. Throughout the history of Islamic philosophy, numerous versions of this
argument have been presented, among which Allameh Tabataba'i's version holds a special place. He sought to offer a
concise and robust formulation of the Seddigin Argument based on the principle of "reality" and its indubitability. Some
scholars have considered this version the most complete formulation of the Seddigin Argument, even regarding it as a
demonstration of the self-evidence of God's existence. On the other hand, a group has raised objections to it and doubted
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its ability to prove the existence of God.

The present study seeks to answer the question: Can the existence of God be derived from the principle of reality in
the manner that Allameh Tabataba'i has asserted? The hypothesis of the study is that this version, at least within the
framework of philosophy, faces difficulties in moving from the "principle of reality" to "necessary existence" and cannot,
on its own, prove the desired conclusion. However, if the aforementioned version is interpreted in light of certain mystical
foundations—particularly a specific conception of the reality of existence—it will find a more coherent and defensible
justification.

The innovation of this research is that, in addition to critically examining Allameh's version from a philosophical
perspective, it also attends to the capacities of theoretical mysticism in explaining and reinterpreting it, thus presenting
an approach different from previous studies.

Materials and Methods

This study analyzes Allameh's formulations through rational analysis, extracts their logical implications, and examines
the issue by assessing their underlying foundations. Then, at a metaphilosophical level, it discusses whether his
formulation has the capacity to move beyond the "principle of reality".

Research Findings

The findings of this study show that Allameh Tabataba'i's version of the Seddigin Argument, if analyzed solely within the
framework of philosophy, faces difficulties in fully proving the identity of "reality" and "necessary existence." However,
this version finds a deeper and more coherent meaning within the context of Islamic mysticism. In the mystical reading,
"reality” is identical with the divine Truth and absolute existence, and the beings of the world are nothing but aspects, modes,
and manifestations of that Truth. Accordingly, the Seddigin Argument is transformed from a purely philosophical proof into
a kind of intimation and intuitive guide. Its purpose is no longer to demonstrate God logically but rather to draw human
attention to the Truth that is always present and self-evident. In this view, external reality is pure existence, and the main
problem is not a lack of evidence but rather neglect of this all-encompassing presence.

Furthermore, the well-known philosophical objection that the concept of "reality” applies equally to existence and
non-existence loses its relevance in the mystical interpretation, because the mystic finds nothing but existence in inner
intuition and considers non-existence to be merely a matter of conventional validity. On the other hand, the relationship
between the Necessary and the contingent also changes—from a model of cause and effect to a relationship between the
original and its manifestation (zuhtr) and between manifestation and manifestation—and is interpreted in light of the
theory of the unity of existence (wahdat al-wujad). As a result, Allameh's formulation can be regarded as a bridge between
philosophical reason and mystical intuition; a formulation that, although it faces criticism as a philosophical argument,
becomes, within the horizon of Islamic mysticism, a concise expression of the reality of existence, manifestation, and the
unity of existence.

Discussion of Results and Conclusions

The Seddigin Argument in Allameh's formulation contains certain ambiguities. For example, existence—or wujid—in
philosophy includes both the Necessary Existent and contingent beings. Although the Necessary Existent is the absolute
and complete instance of absolute being, it is not identical with it. When the argument states that "the reality of existence
is the Necessary Existent," this cannot be reconciled with those philosophical principles unless we take the mystical
foundation into consideration. Moreover, how does accepting the principle of reality—that there is a reality—Iead to the
Necessary Existent? And, on the other hand, by what justification does the denial of reality (which is implicit in that very
affirmation of reality) prove the Necessary Existent?

Therefore, if Allameh Tabataba'i's version of the Seddigin Argument is read as a purely philosophical proof, it does
not have the capacity to move completely from the principle of reality to the Self-Existent by essence. However, this
version reveals its full meaning in light of the worldview of Islamic mysticism, where the indubitability of reality is
identical with the indubitability of the truth of divine oneness. The value of Allameh's version lies in the fact that it opens
a connection between philosophy (wisdom) and mysticism, and instead of focusing on external demonstration, it
emphasizes calling attention to the presence of the Truth within the heart of reality. From this perspective, the ultimate
understanding of Allameh Tabataba'i's version of the Seddigin Argument becomes complete and defensible only within
the horizon of Islamic mysticism.
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