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Introduction

In contemporary urban societies, the gradual decline in voluntary participation and public-good-oriented behavior has
raised concerns regarding the sustainability of social cohesion and civic engagement (Bekkers & Wiepking, 2011). This
challenge is particularly pronounced in heritage cities such as Yazd, where the preservation of tangible and intangible
cultural heritage, tourism pressures, and tensions between long-term residents and new actors require strong civic
involvement. Within this context, social altruism—uvoluntary, other-regarding actions in the public sphere—serves as an
essential resource for maintaining solidarity and supporting urban governance.

The literature highlights the significant role of cultural capital in shaping prosocial and civic behaviors. Drawing on
Bourdieu’s (1986) conceptualization, cultural capital includes embodied, objectified, and institutionalized forms of
cultural resources. These resources enhance individuals’ sensitivity to public issues, communicative competencies, and
access to networks in which altruistic actions are formed. Additionally, research on prosocial behavior identifies several
explanatory dimensions such as empathy, moral orientation, social identity, group belonging, internalized norms, civic
participation, social cohesion, and communication processes in the public sphere (Habermas, 1987; Bekkers & Wiepking,
2011).

Against this backdrop, the present study addresses a central question: To what extent, and through which dimensions,
does cultural capital influence social altruism among citizens in the urban context of Yazd? his research fills a gap in the
Iranian literature, where cultural capital is often examined in relation to education and inequality rather than as a structural
resource for altruistic, public-good—oriented behavior—particularly in a World Heritage city.

Methodology

This cross-sectional survey utilized a structured questionnaire to examine the relationship between cultural capital and
social altruism among residents of Yazd aged 16 years and older. A total of 379 participants were selected through multi
-stage cluster sampling, ensuring representation of diverse neighborhoods and social groups.
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Cultural capital was measured using an 18-item scale reflecting Bourdieu’s (1986) three dimensions: embodied
cultural capital (habitus, cultural competencies, and tastes), objectified cultural capital (engagement with cultural goods
and spaces), and institutionalized cultural capital (educational credentials and related resources). Social altruism was
measured using a 10-item scale assessing voluntary and other-regarding actions within the public sphere. Reliability
analysis showed acceptable internal consistency, with Cronbach’s alpha coefficients of 0.76 for cultural capital and 0.81
for social altruism.

Data analysis was performed using SPSS and AMOS. Descriptive statistics assessed overall levels of cultural capital
and social altruism. Pearson’s correlation coefficients examined the relationships between cultural capital dimensions and
social altruism. Structural Equation Modeling (SEM) tested the hypothesized theoretical model, with fit indices and factor
loadings reported at acceptable levels.

Findings
Descriptive results indicate that levels of both cultural capital and social altruism are below the midpoint of their
respective scales. Correlation analysis reveals that overall cultural capital and all its subdimensions—embodied,
objectified, and institutionalized—are positively and significantly related to social altruism (p < 0.001). This aligns with
prior research emphasizing the role of cultural resources in enabling prosocial action.

Among the dimensions, objectified cultural capital shows the strongest correlation, suggesting that exposure to
cultural goods, events, and spaces has a particularly meaningful influence on altruistic behavior.

SEM findings further support the hypothesis: all factor loadings exceed 0.50; the structural path from cultural capital
to social altruism is p = 0.53, indicating a strong positive effect; and cultural capital accounts for 28% of the variance in
social altruism (R2 = 0.28). Overall model indices meet accepted standards.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings offer empirical support for Bourdieu’s (1986) assertion that cultural capital shapes social action, extending
this insight to social altruism in a heritage-city context. In Yazd, cultural resources enhance individuals’ capacity to
transform moral commitments into concrete social action, a pattern also emphasized in broader prosocial behavior
research (Bekkers & Wiepking, 2011).

The particularly strong influence of objectified cultural capital highlights the importance of continuous engagement
with cultural goods, events, and spaces as mechanisms that cultivate civic sensitivity and normalize participatory
behavior. These processes are also influenced by communicative dynamics within the public sphere, aligning with
Habermas’s (1987) theory of communicative action.

The study underscores the context-dependent nature of cultural capital, as the ability to convert cultural resources into
altruistic action is not evenly distributed and is shaped by structural and institutional conditions. Strengthening cultural
capital—especially through equitable access to cultural infrastructures—can contribute to fostering sustainable,
participatory urban governance in heritage cities like Yazd.
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Fig. 1. Structural Equation Model of the Effect of Cultural Capital on Social Altruism
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