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Introduction

In the era of globalization, the concept of homeland—as a core dimension of national identity—plays a crucial role in fostering
social cohesion, particularly in multi-ethnic societies like Iran. Although homeland is often understood as a geographical and
political reality, a social constructivist perspective views it as a dynamic phenomenon, continuously reconstructed through everyday
discourse, symbols, and narratives. Within official Iranian discourse, the homeland is frequently feminized through metaphors like
"Motherland". However, the lived experiences and subjective constructions of homeland among women from ethnic minorities—
specifically Baloch women—remain underexplored. Baloch women inhabit the intersection of multiple identity markers: ethnicity,
gender, geographical marginality, and often socioeconomic deprivation. This study addressed the central research question: How is
the concept of homeland discursively and femininely constructed by Baloch women living in Zahedan? The aim was to uncover the
semantic layers, emotional dimensions, and gendered metaphors, through which these women articulated their relationship with
Iran—Dboth as a national political entity and as their local Baloch lifeworld.

Material & Methods

This qualitative study was conducted in 2025 in Zahedan, the
capital of Sistan and Baluchestan Province, Iran. Participants
were Baloch women residing in Zahedan. A purposive
sampling strategy with maximum variation was employed,
considering factors, such as age, education, marital status,
and neighborhood of residence. Data collection continued
until theoretical saturation was achieved, resulting in 47
semi-structured interviews. The interviews were conducted in
Persian in two types of settings: university spaces and
relatively quiet public locations (e.g., Kowsar and Moallem
Streets). Full informed consent was obtained from all
participants and confidentiality was strictly maintained. The
interview guide comprised open-ended questions about the
meaning and description of homeland, with probing questions
tailored to participants' responses. Data analysis followed the
6-phase thematic analysis model proposed by Braun and

Clarke (2006), which included familiarization, initial coding,
theme searching, theme reviewing, theme defining and
naming, and report writing. To ensure trustworthiness,
Lincoln and Guba's criteria were applied, including member
checks and an external audit.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion

The analysis revealed that for Baloch women, "homeland"
was not a unitary or purely geographical concept, but a dual-
layered one, simultaneously referring to "Iran as a political-
national whole" and "Baloch land as an emotional-cultural
habitat". Three overarching themes were constructed:
Femininity (via 3 metaphorical patterns: homeland as
Mother—nurturing and irreplaceable; as Woman —ideal,
suffering, resistant, and complex; as Daughter—fragile,
needing care, and representing a future project), Multiplicity
of Personality (ideal, victim, resistant, paradoxical, and
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religiously  virtuous), and Lived Failure (economic
deprivation, educational limitations, gender discrimination,
ethnic-geographical marginalization, hopelessness, and
insecurity). The study demonstrated a unique "sense of
internal diaspora“—alienation and double belonging while
residing physically in the homeland, an experience previously
documented only among migrant populations. This
challenged homogenizing identity policies, showing that
Baloch women expressed a "complex belonging": deep love
for Iran intertwined with a sharp critique of structural
inequalities. The findings extended Berger and Luckmann's
social construction of reality by revealing how externalization
(discursive  metaphors  of  mother/woman/daughter),
objectification (naturalization of the feminized homeland),
and internalization (identity formation) operated in a non-
migrant, marginalized context. Furthermore, Baloch women
were not passive symbols of the nation (as Yuval-Davis and

Strategic Research on Social Problems, Vol. 15, Issue 4, No. 55, 2026

McClintock suggested), but active meaning-makers, who
simultaneously embraced, challenged, and reconstructed the
feminized image of homeland. The study concluded that
sustainable national cohesion in multi-ethnic Iran depended
not on uniform identity policies, but on recognizing diverse,
gendered, and critical narratives of homeland, addressing
structural inequalities and giving voice to women from
border regions. Limitations: The researcher's lack of fluency
in Balochi may have excluded less Persian-fluent
participants. The study was limited to Zahedan City and
Baloch women’s experiences in rural or border areas might
differ. Suggestions for future research: Comparative studies
with other ethnic groups, intergenerational analysis, and
ethnographic research on everyday metaphors of homeland.

Keywords: Gender Construction, Homeland, Baloch
Women, National Identity, Social Cohesion.
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