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Abstract

Relying on a “metaphysical and structural comparative” approach, the present study investigates the mode of expansion
and manifestation of the Absolute within two independent epistemological horizons: the mystical school of Muhyiddin
Ibn Arabi in Islam and the ancient Upanishadic texts in Hinduism. In Ibn Arabi’s intellectual system, “Allah”, as the all-
comprehensive Divine Name, serves as the point of connection between the strictly Unseen Essence and the world of
multiplicity, and the reality of the Truth permeates existence through three levels of manifestation (Essential, Nominal,
and Active) and via the interplay of the Attributes of Jamal and Jalal. Parallel to this structural formulation, the
Upanishadic texts (particularly the Maitri Upanishad), while insisting on the fundamental principle of the peerless unity
of “Brahman”, formulate the Hindu “Trimurti” (Brahma, Visnu, and Siva) not as independent entities, but as functional
manifestations and instruments of that Absolute Truth’s will for cosmic creation, preservation, and dissolution. The
objective of this study is to comparatively analyze these structures to demonstrate how both religions, despite their distinct
historical and cultural origins, have resorted to a similar mediatory concept to explain the logic of transition from the
“Absolute Unity of Essence” to the “restricted multiplicity of acts”.

Keywords: Allah; Brahman; Manifestation; Ibn ‘Arabi; Upanisads.

Introduction

Religion plays a fundamental role in giving meaning to human life and addresses the various dimensions of human
existence. One of the most important issues in the individual dimension of religion is how finite human beings relate to
the infinite God and the sacred. Human beings have always sought to understand how they can speak to the divine essence,
by what name they should call upon God, and how they can bring their needs and fears before Him. This search for
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connection with the Lord—whether in the form of a merciful God who responds in times of hardship or as a powerful
and wrathful God in times of affliction—has always been the main driving force behind humanity’s turn toward religion.

The manner in which finite human beings relate to the infinite Divine is a fundamental topic in religious thought. This
research focuses on a comparative dialogue between two foundational non-dualistic frameworks: the mystical school of
Ibn Arabi in Islam and the ancient Upanishadic texts in Hinduism. The central problem is to explore how these
independent epistemological horizons formulate the Absolute’s manifestation. In Islam, the unitary “Allah” is recognized
through His Most Beautiful Names, categorized into Attributes of Beauty (Jamal) and Majesty (Jalal). Conversely,
Hinduism posits an absolute reality called “Brahman”, whose primary cosmic functions are manifested through the Tri-
murti. The significance of this study lies in utilizing a structural comparative approach—rather than a historical one—to
demonstrate how two pinnacle traditions conceptualize the geometry of the Divine’s connection to the world of
multiplicity.

Materials and Methods

This research is fundamentally theoretical and employs a “structural and phenomenological analytical-comparative”
methodology. Data collection relies on a library-based approach, focusing on primary texts and classical commentaries.
For Ibn Arabi, texts such as Fusis al-Hikam and its commentaries were analyzed. For the Hindu tradition, the primary
Upanishadic texts, particularly the Maitri Upanishad, served as the main sources.

The analysis was conducted in three stages. The first stage involved phenomenological articulation, independently
examining concepts like “Allah” and “Brahman” within their indigenous horizons. The second stage utilized structural
analysis to investigate the geometry of transition from Absolute Unity to restricted multiplicity. The final step involved a
metaphysical comparison to synthesize the convergences and divergences between the Divine Names and the Triadic
deities as mediatory structures.

Research Findings
The analytical comparison reveals three foundational findings regarding the metaphysical structures of both paradigms.

First, both traditions posit an absolutely transcendent Essence (Ontological Unity) beyond time and space—the
Essence of Allah and Nirguna Brahman.

Second, due to this unfathomability, both employ a “mediatory structure” (Functional Multiplicity). The Divine
Names in Islam and the Tri-murti in Hinduism function not as independent ontological entities, but as conduits of grace
and operational attributes to make cognition possible for terrestrial beings.

Third, there is a distinct structural isomorphism between these models. Brahma (Creator) corresponds to the Names
of Origination (e.g., Al-Khaliq), Vishnu (Preserver) mirrors the Attributes of Beauty (Jamal, e.g., Al-Hafiz), and Shiva
(Destroyer/Transformer) reflects the Attributes of Majesty (Jalal, e.g., Al-Mumit). In both paradigms, these
manifestations serve as the sole epistemological pathway for earthly beings to connect with the Infinite.

Discussion of Results and Conclusions

The current comparative analysis confirms that despite historically distinct contexts, the mystical frameworks of Ibn Arabi
and the Upanishads share analogous mediatory models to resolve the enigma of connecting the “Absolute” with the
“restricted”. Both systems exhibit profound functional isomorphism between the Islamic Attributes (Jamal and Jalal) and
the cosmic functions of the Hindu Tri-murti.

However, a critical dialogue between these paradigms reveals an essential ontological difference stemming from their
distinct theological premises. In Islamic mysticism, the Divine Names remain strictly non-independent modes of a
singular Essence, firmly rooted in absolute monotheism (Tawhid). In contrast, the Hindu Tri-murti are frequently
perceived as distinct personified deities with individual cults, reflecting a theological approach that accepts divinity in
multiplicity.

In conclusion, the trajectory of human connection with the Sacred—whether through emulating Divine ethics
(Takhallug) in Islam or realizing the unification of the individual soul (Atman) with Brahman in Hinduism—demaonstrates
that the intrinsic human need for structural intermediaries of divine grace transcends specific dogmatic boundaries.
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