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Abstract

This study offers a critical reassessment of historical-critical interpretations of Qur’anic Christology in the seventh
century, focusing on The Other Prophet: Jesus in the Qur’an by Mouhanad Khorchide and Klaus von Stosch. It challenges
the assertion that the Qur’an’s portrayal of Jesus (AS) merely echoes prevailing Jewish and Christian theological currents.
Rather, the research argues that the Qur’an articulates an autonomous theological and stylistic framework rooted in divine
revelation. The central question explored is whether the Qur’an’s depiction of Jesus (AS) conforms to historical-critical
readings or reflects an independent, divinely guided theological vision. Employing an interdisciplinary analytical-critical
methodology grounded in historical-critical theory and Qur’anic stylistics, the study reveals that many historical-critical
approaches inadvertently diminish Qur’anic theological coherence and overlook its unique rhetorical structure. In
contrast, the Qur’an Systematically critiques erroneous Christian doctrines such as trinitarianism and the divinization of
Jesus (AS), while affirming his prophetic mission, humanity, and role as a messenger of divine unity (tawhid). The
Qur’an’s presentation of Jesus (AS) as Kalam Allah (Word of God), Ruh minhu (Spirit from Him), and Abdullah (Servant
of God) demonstrates its theological independence. The research concludes that Qur’anic Christology is not the outcome
of historical contingencies but represents a divinely orchestrated theological paradigm transcending seventh-century
religious discourse.
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Introduction

Recent comparative scholarship on the Qur’an and the New Testament has increasingly employed historical-critical
frameworks to illuminate religious and cultural exchanges in the seventh-century Arabian Peninsula. These approaches,
while insightful, raise fundamental questions about their adequacy in capturing the Qur’an’s theological and stylistic
autonomy. A seminal contribution to this discourse is the first chapter of The Other Prophet: Jesus in the Qur’an (2019),
in which Klaus von Stosch contends that the Qur’an’s Christology was shaped by contemporary Jewish and Christian
theological currents. He suggests that the Qur’an’s representation of Jesus (AS) evolved through interactions with
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marginal Christian sects, such as those surrounding the Council of Chalcedon, rather than through an independent
theological lens. This thesis, viewing the Qur’anic style as derivative of oral tradition and lacking theological
independence, contradicts the Qur’an’s own claim of divine authorship and its role as Muhaymin (Guardian) over earlier
revelations.

The present research critically examines this position, arguing that such readings oversimplify the Qur’an’s
theological integrity and reduce its Christological discourse to a mere byproduct of historical processes. By re-evaluating
these interpretive assumptions, the study aims to demonstrate the Qur’an’s sovereign theological stance in addressing
Christological themes, particularly its rejection of trinitarianism and affirmation of Jesus (AS) as a human prophet aligned
with divine unity.

Materials and Methods
An interdisciplinary analytical-critical methodology guides this study, integrating Qur’anic exegesis, historical theology,
and stylistic analysis. Principal sources include the Qur’an itself, The Other Prophet: Jesus in the Qur’an (2019), and
classical as well as modern exegetical works by both Shia and Sunni scholars, notably Allamah Tabataba’i and Ayatullah
Makarem Shirazi. The research undertakes a comparative reading of Qur’anic passages concerning Jesus (AS), such as
Al-Nisa’: 171, Al-Imran: 59, and Maryam: 1617, juxtaposed with historical-critical interpretations. The following three
analytical dimensions structure the investigation:

1. The Qur’an’s theological independence in articulating Christology;

2. lts critique of trinitarianism and divinity claims concerning Jesus (AS); and

3. lts distinct stylistic mode of presenting Jesus (AS) as a human messenger.

The study avoids historical reductionism by privileging the Qur’an’s internal claims of divine authorship (tawhid,
nass), as emphasized in verses like Yunus: 37 and Al-Fatir: 31, thereby grounding analysis within the Qur’an’s own
epistemological frame.

Research Findings

The findings of the study reveal that historical-critical readings tend to mischaracterize the Qur’an’s Christological
narrative by conflating its critique of specific Christian doctrines with a wholesale rejection of Christianity. The Qur’an,
while repudiating trinitarianism (Al-Ma’idah: 73), affirms Jesus (AS) as Kalam Allah and Ruh minhu, positioning him as
a human prophet rather than a divine being. Verses such as Al-Imran: 59 and Al-Nisa’: 171 underscore his humanity and
prophet-hood, establishing a theological framework that diverges fundamentally from Christian dogma.

Through depictions of Jesus (AS) as Abdullah (Servant of God) and Rasulullah (Messenger of God), the Qur’an
situates him firmly within the continuum of prophetic tradition. Moreover, its rejection of distortions of tawhid
(Al-Ma’idah: 72) and reaffirmation of his human nature (Al-Ma’idah: 75) highlight a theological coherence distinct from
historical Christian paradigms. The study also recognizes the Qur’an’s stylistic originality, its rhetorical precision and
theological consistency, as evidence of divine guidance rather than historical adaptation.

Discussion of Results and Conclusions

The overall analysis contests the central premise of the historical-critical approach that views the Qur’an’s Christology
as the result of socio-historical contingencies. On the contrary, the Qur’an articulates a theological vision that is both
transcendent and autonomous, correcting doctrinal misconceptions within Christianity while upholding Jesus (AS) as a
prophet within the Abrahamic lineage. Its rejection of trinitarianism (Al-Ma’idah: 73) and affirmation of his human nature
(Al-Ma’idah: 75) reaffirm its unwavering commitment to divine unity (tawhid). The study concludes that Qur’anic
Christology represents a divinely inspired theological system, neither derivative nor historically confined, that promotes
understanding across faith traditions.

By emphasizing shared Abrahamic foundations (Al-Imran: 67, Al-Nisa’: 136), the Qur’an advances an interfaith
dialogue anchored in theological coherence rather than historical reductionism. Ultimately, the Qur’an’s presentation of
Jesus (AS) stands as a testament to its theological sovereignty, affirming both the prophet’s sacred mission and the
Qur’an’s enduring transcendence of historical circumstance.
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